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	The sheer scale of Haiti's quake disaster presents rescuers with an overwhelming task. Below are some of the main logistical challenges.
AIRPORT
[image: image2.jpg]



Rescue teams from 17 countries, including France, are on the ground
Port-au-Prince's small international airport is struggling to cope with the number of aid flights arriving. 

The Haitian government has formally put the airport's operation in US hands and Washington has established a temporary air traffic management system for flights. 

The airport has only one runway and standing room for 18 aircraft at a time, so planes arriving with aid are being delayed while those on the ground are unloaded. 

Inbound planes are being told to arrive with enough fuel to circle for one hour and then to reach another airport. 

The US and Canadian military recently contributed equipment to speed up the unloading process but lack of transport and fuel make it difficult to move goods to other locations, the UN says. 

It says fuel - and a fuel distribution system - is desperately needed. 

With no storage facility, the airport is now packed with goods and teams. 

The main airport in neighbouring Dominican Republic is also becoming congested but other airports are being considered, such as Baraona, near the Haiti border. 

Several agencies have complained about being unable to deliver aid at the airport. 

Medecins Sans Frontieres urged US commanders to speed up landings, after an aircraft carrying an inflatable field hospital was turned away on Saturday night. 

PORT
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The port has suffered severe damage
The main port in Port-au-Prince was closed after severe damage to the docks and the one major crane at the facility. On Saturday the first ship finally docked, carrying a cargo of bananas and coal, AFP news agency reported. 

A full assessment of the port is being carried out by the World Food Programme and in the meantime, some shipments are being diverted to Cap Haitien port. 

Saint Marc and Gonaives ports are reported to be open but their capacity is not yet clear, the UN says. 

The US aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson has arrived off Haiti carrying 19 helicopters. It will serve as a "floating airport" for relief operations. Flights started operating off its deck on Friday morning. 

The US is also sending three amphibious assault ships and several Coast Guard cutters. 

ROADS
Some roads are impassable - either as a direct result of earthquake damage, or because they are blocked by rubble or smashed vehicles. Some aid agencies have been unable to access their warehouses. 

Roads to the neighbouring Dominican Republic have been damaged, but they are open and are being used to some extent. 

The UN peacekeeping mission (Minustah), which has around 3,000 troops and police in and around Port-au-Prince, are working to cleared some of the major roads. 

Key routes that are open are becoming congested with the movement of people and supplies. 

However, road access between Port-au-Prince and Leogane - two of the worst affected areas - is reported to be good. 

SECURITY
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The UN says the situation is calm in general with a few reports of scuffles, looting and gunshots. Some rescue crews said they were forced to stop work at nightfall because of security concerns. 

Responsibility for maintaining law and order in the capital has fallen completely to the UN mission's 3,000 international troops and police. 

Haiti has no army and its police force has all but collapsed in the aftermath of the earthquake. 

US troops sent to help the relief effort could be called on to keep order if security deteriorates, officials said. 

SHELTER
An estimated 300,000 people have been left homeless, with one in 10 homes in the capital destroyed, according to UN officials. 

The Haitian government has requested large tents to set up reception centres for the homeless and these will also need water and sanitation, food distribution areas and security. 

The UN says it is trying to set up mobile hospitals close to the centres. 

WATER
Even before the earthquake only 50% of Haitians had access to clean water. Now most of the remaining water supply been cut off. 

The UN says 250,000 litres (55,000 gallons) of drinking water is now being distributed to 52 distribution points in 17 zones with the help of the private sector. 

The priority is to get water to hospitals and to areas with the most needy people. Sanitation is the second priority, the UN says. 

Some bottled water is being brought from the Dominican Republic but far more supplies or purification kits are needed. 

The USS Carl Vinson, docked off Haiti, is fitted with water-purifying equipment that can make 400,000 US gallons (1.5m litres) of drinking water a day. 

Other countries have sent mobile water purification units, which can convert contaminated water from wells and streams into drinking water. 

The UN Children's Fund (Unicef) said a plane carrying oral rehydration salts, water purification tablets and jerry cans had touched down in Port-au-Prince on Sunday morning, the second load of Unicef water and sanitation supplies to arrive in Haiti in 24 hours. 

FOOD
The UN has set up a "Food Aid Cluster" which estimates it will need to meet the needs of two million hungry people. Several sites for food distribution have been found so far and the identification of more is continuing, the UN says. 

The World Food Programme has begun the distribution of high-energy biscuits to 50,000 people in Port-au-Prince. 

UN workers have also distributed some 11,000 food rations provided by the Dominican Republic, as well as 10,000 packages of water, canned food and medicines. 

Two food convoys from the Dominican Republic managed to get across the border into Haiti on Thursday and arrived at Port-au Prince after journeys of more than 12 hours, the WFP says. 

It is exploring alternative routes to bring in food by road and sea, and has established a logistics hub in the Dominican Republic. 

BURIAL OF THE DEAD
The leading US general in Haiti has said it is a "reasonable assumption" that up to 200,000 people could have died in last Tuesday's earthquake. 

Lt Gen Ken Keen said the disaster was of "epic proportions", but it was "too early to know" the full human cost. 

The disposal of dead bodies has been a key priority for the relief effort. The bodies of thousands of victims have been piling up in the streets and outside hospitals. Many more remain trapped beneath rubble. 

By 18 January, more than 70,000 dead people had already been buried, many of them in mass graves. 

GOVERNMENT
The presidential palace, the parliament and many government buildings have collapsed, hampering an already weak central government. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon says the agency is co-ordinating relief work with Haitian President Rene Preval, and that government agencies, including the police services, are now regrouping. 

Mr Preval has increased the number of working groups and is designating official group leaders who will liaise with the UN. 

An information hub has also been set up at Judicial Police headquarters in Port-au-Prince. 

CO-ORDINATION
The UN mission has set up an operations centre at the airport to co-ordinate the work of around 26 international search and rescue teams. It says no more urban rescue teams are appropriate at this stage. 

Several relief agencies' offices, including the UN's, are damaged and their staff dead or missing. Co-ordination efforts are also being hampered by frequent power cuts and communications outages. 

MEDICAL AID
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The US naval ship Comfort is a fully-equipped "floating hospital"
Experts from the Red Cross have been assessing what is left of Port-au-Prince's medical facilities. 

Most public and private hospitals still standing are stretched to the limit, with not enough staff to handle the hundreds of wounded waiting at their gates, they say. 

Hospitals are also badly affected by water shortages. 

UN health specialists say at least eight hospitals or health centres in the capital have collapsed or suffered severe damage. 

Field hospitals are being set up by teams from Russia, Israel, Colombia, Jordan and Brazil and those already in operation report an overflow of patients. 

Helicopters have been ferrying the wounded to hospitals in nearby countries. 

A hospital ship from the US, the USNS Comfort, is also heading to Haiti. 


	
	


	Brazil reflects on Lula's last year 

	Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Brazilians are reflecting on the impact of the nation's leading political figure

In his last full year as Brazilian leader President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva still commands the political stage here, his popularity at levels most other world leaders would envy.
Now a sympathetic portrayal of his early life is showing in cinemas across the country, although not without creating considerable controversy. 

Lula, Son of Brazil, tells how the president was born into poverty in the north east of the country, and how like millions of Brazilians his family headed to the more prosperous south in search of a better life. 

It ends as his political career begins as a union activist, arrested during the period of Brazil's military dictatorship and only able to attend his mother's funeral under police guard.

[image: image8.png]



[image: image9.png]


The opposition says much of the groundwork for Brazil's recent economic success was carried out under Fernando Henrique Cardoso, who was president from 1995 to 2003 [image: image295.png]




Critics say it should not have been launched in an election year, even if President Lula cannot run again for a third consecutive term, and that it ignores later less flattering aspects of his career. 

The fact that some commercial sponsors of the film also had major contracts with the government angered opposition politicians. 

Because while President Lula may not be standing, he is keen to get his influential chief of staff, Dilma Rousseff, elected in his place. 

'Cheated over corruption'
	


	Brazil truth commission arouses military opposition 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Hundreds died and thousands were tortured or exiled under military rule

A package of reforms put forward by the Brazilian government to improve human rights is causing growing controversy. 

A proposed truth commission to investigate torture during military rule is said to have so angered forces chiefs that they threatened to resign. 

Parts of the Catholic Church have opposed moves thought sympathetic to abortion and gay civil unions. 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is to consider how to deal with the row when he returns to work this week. 

'Sense of one-sidedness'
The National Human Rights Plan first provoked a row when it was revealed that it proposed setting up a truth commission to investigate torture and killings carried out during the 21 years the military was in control, from 1964 to 1985. 

Although the number of victims in Brazil was far smaller than under military rule in neighbouring Argentina and Chile, hundreds of people died and thousands were tortured or forced into exile. 
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I don't understand why, since a text had been approved by both sides before, why at the last minute a change was introduced to turn the text so one-sided [image: image296.png]3 Watch





Fernando Henrique Cardoso
Former president of Brazil

In the period before democracy was restored an amnesty law was passed, in effect granting immunity to state officials involved in torture as well as those in the opposition who had resorted to violence. 

Military chiefs believe the truth commission is an attempt to get round the amnesty law, while supporters argue it is simply designed to secure justice for the families of those who died and disappeared. 

President Lula reportedly had to head off possible resignations by his defence minister and senior military figures, including the heads of the navy, air force and army, by promising to review the matter. 

Brazil's former President, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, told the BBC the government had not presented the proposal well. 

"The way the situation has been presented was in the sense that all the crimes that had been exercised by those in power in the past would be judged, not the crimes that also the other side eventually could have responsibility for," he said. 

"So this gave a sense of one-sidedness, and this produced unrest in the armed forces." 
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President Lula has reportedly agreed to review the truth commission proposals

"I don't think it was necessary to produce this unrest. I don't understand why, since a text had been approved by both sides before, why at the last minute a change was introduced to turn the text so one-sided," he added in the BBC interview. 

"I think they are creating an unnecessary political issue - and with this an obstacle to what is important, which is to know the truth about the past." 

The issue is a delicate one for President Lula, who was himself briefly imprisoned as a union leader under military rule, while prominent members of his Workers Party were involved in the resistance. 

Some military figures are suggesting the commission could look both at the actions of the country's then military rulers and those who used violence to oppose them, but the minister behind the proposal says he would resign if that approach was adopted. 

With sections of the Catholic Church, the media and his own agriculture minister antagonised by other aspects of the human rights plan, the president will have a challenge to find a solution that is acceptable to all sides. 
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Honduras military chiefs charged over Zelaya's removal 
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Armed forces chief of staff Gen Romeo Vasquez is among those charged

Honduran prosecutors have charged three military chiefs with abuse of power in connection with the ousting and exile of President Manuel Zelaya last June. 

The Supreme Court will now decide whether to start a case against them. 

Mr Zelaya was removed from office amid a row with the courts, Congress and the military over his plans to look at rewriting the constitution. 

He was flown out of the country but returned in secret last September and remains holed up in Brazil's embassy. 

The attorney general's office has issued charges against the military high command - the armed forces chief of staff, General Romeo Vasquez, and five others. 

A spokesman said they were being charged with abuse of authority for sending Mr Zelaya out of the country. Under the Honduran constitution, it is illegal to forcibly remove Honduran citizens from the country. 

"We will submit ourselves to Honduran justice if necessary because we are men of the law," Gen Vasquez told local media. 

Mr Zelaya dismissed the charges as a cover to obscure the truth of what happened on 28 June. 

"If they are saying that the armed forces committed an error, then that error is called a coup, and the error was subsequently ratified, or rather confirmed by the National Congress," he said. 

The reasons for and manner of Mr Zelaya's ousting have been bitterly disputed. 

New president
The Supreme Court ruled that his plans to look at changing the constitution were in themselves a violation of the constitution and ordered his arrest, while Congress voted to remove him from office. 

However, instead of being detained and charged in Honduras, Mr Zelaya was seized by soldiers who burst into his home and driven to the airport. There he was put on a flight to Costa Rica. 

The speaker of Congress, Roberto Micheletti, constitutionally second-in-line to the presidency, was sworn in as interim leader. 

Mr Micheletti's government and the military have insisted his removal was a constitutional transfer of power. Many regional countries, the UN, the Organization of American States (OAS) and the European Union condemned the situation as a coup and demanded Mr Zelaya's immediate reinstatement. 

However, Mr Zelaya's chances of returning to office to serve out his term appear slim. 

In November, a presidential election was held as scheduled and the man elected, Porfirio Lobo, is due to be sworn in on 27 January. 

Congress is next week set to begin debating an amnesty both for Mr Zelaya and all those involved in the events in June. 
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	Brazil landslides 'may close nuclear plants' 
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The landslides have closed some major routes out of Angra dos Reis

Two nuclear power stations near a city in southern Brazil hit by deadly landslides may be temporarily shut down, the mayor has said. 

Mayor Tuca Jordao, of Angra dos Reis, said main roads had been blocked by landslides and could obstruct any evacuation in the case of an emergency. 

He said the plants - Angra I and Angra II - were not damaged or threatened but should be shut down as a precaution. 

A landslide that hit a nearby resort on Friday killed at least 29 people. 

Floods and landslides have killed more than 70 people in southern Brazil. 

Mr Jordao said that with roads blocked there was no way to quickly evacuate the city's inhabitants in case of a catastrophe at the nuclear plants. 

"There are no operational problems at Angra I and Angra II... but if landslides persist in the hills, we'll need to shut them down," said Mr Jordao. 

"We don't want any risk. We want to avoid a future problem." 

There was no immediate response from higher authorities, but the plants' operators said their closure would not affect power supplies to Rio de Janeiro - 150km (93 miles) north - which has alternative sources. 

Angra dos Reis overlooks the island resort of Ilha Grande, where Friday's landslide smashed houses and a holiday lodge, killing at least 29 people. 

Rescue crews are continuing to search for victims among the mud and rubble at the Sankay lodge. 

Another 15 people have been killed in the centre of Angra, and the total number of deaths across Rio de Janeiro state has risen to more than 60. 

At least six more people died in flooding and landslides in Sao Paulo state, and another three in Minas Gerais. 

The disasters have been triggered by torrential rain across the region. More than 4,000 people have had to evacuate their homes, civil defence officials said. 
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	Deaths from Brazil Ilha Grande resort mudslide reach 26 

	Advertisement

The remains of the resort after it was washed away by landslides

The number of people killed in a landslide that hit a Brazilian island resort on New Year's Day has risen to at least 26. 

Mud and debris destroyed three houses and swept a luxury hotel into the sea on Ilha Grande, Angra dos Reis, near Rio de Janeiro. 

Heavy rain triggered mudslides elsewhere in the Rio region, destroying homes in hillside slums. 

More than 60 people are reported to have died across south-eastern Brazil. 
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I've never heard anything like it - a loud thunder that wouldn't stop [image: image297.png]




Felipe Gomes Martins
Ilha Grande resident
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In pictures: Mudslide tragedy 

Rescue teams are continuing to search for survivors on Ilha Grande. 

Officials say the Sankay Lodge was full that when the mudslide hit. About 40 guests, including children, were ringing in the New Year. 

There are few details about those who died. Authorities said no foreigners were known to be among them. 

Witnesses said the houses and the resort had been hit by a piece of the hillside measuring some 300m across. 

"It was a deafening noise, I've never heard anything like it - a loud thunder that wouldn't stop," Felipe Gomes Martins, a neighbour of the hotel, told the Brazilian news website G1. 

Other landslides in Angra dos Reis killed 13 people on Friday. 

On Thursday at least 19 people died as heavy rains triggered mudslides in Rio de Janeiro state. 

Local authorities have declared three days of mourning. 
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	Brazil's 'needle boy' out of danger after operation 
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The boy may have to face future operations

Doctors in Brazil say a two-year-old boy who was pierced with at least 31 sewing needles is out of danger following a third successful operation. 

Surgeons in Salvador have decided to not remove the remaining few needles left in the boy for now. 

The boy's stepfather Roberto Carlos Magalhaes, 30, has confessed to inserting the needles into the boy's body as part of a black magic ritual. 

He said he did it as a means of taking revenge on his wife. 

Doctor Roque Aras said the remaining needles were small and posed no significant threat, the Associated Press news agency reported. 

'Happy ending'
However the unnamed boy may still have to undergo more operations in the future. 

On Monday, doctors took out four needles from the child's neck. 

In an earlier three-hour operation, surgeons took out 14 needles piercing the boy's liver, bladder and intestines. 

Four needles which had come perilously close to his heart and lungs were removed during an initial operation last week. 

Surgeon Jose Siqueira said he was optimistic following the third surgery, AFP reported.
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X-rays showed more than 30 sewing needles inside the boy

"We think that this child's story will have a happy ending", he said. 

Mr Magalhaes told Brazil's Globo TV that he inserted the needles one at a time, up to three times in a month. 

He said he got the boy drunk before driving the needles in. 

Mr Magalhaes, 30, and his lover Angelina Ribeiro dos Santos have been formally charged with attempted murder. 

Police said Mr Magalhaes, a bricklayer, told them his mistress had urged him to ritually kill the child to take revenge on his wife. 

The boy's mother had taken him to hospital in the north-eastern state of Bahia, suffering from stomach pains and vomiting. 

She suspected the child had been the victim of a black magic ritual after she found suspicious objects in the home she shared with Mr Magalhaes - her husband of six months - and her six children. 
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	Locals clash with Brazilian gold miners in Suriname 
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Clashes between locals and Brazilian gold miners in Suriname are now known to have left at least 25 people injured, Brazilian officials say. 

The violence in the town of Albina erupted last Thursday after a man was stabbed to death, allegedly by a Brazilian, who is now in custody. 

Suriname authorities are reported to have stepped up patrols in the region. 

Tensions between native Surinamese and hundreds of Brazilian gold prospectors have long simmered in Albina. 

Last week's violence began after a Brazilian man reportedly stabbed a local man, provoking townspeople to take revenge. 

Brazilians living in the Albina were attacked and the violence spread to businesses owned by Chinese migrants. 

The town, home to some 5,000 people, is the main crossing point into the French territory of French Guiana. 

The Brazilian government sent an Air Force plane to Suriname at the weekend to bring several of their nationals back to Brazil. 

Brazil's ambassador to Suriname, Jose Luiz Machado e Costa, visited Albina and said he could not confirm earlier reports that Brazilians had been killed. He told Brazilian website Folha Online that 25 people had been injured in the violence. 

Brazilian officials say the government of Suriname has promised all possible steps will be taken to guarantee the safety of Brazilian migrants in the country. 

There are estimated to be up to 18,000 Brazilians living in Suriname, a former Dutch colony of some half a million people. 

Many of the Brazilians crossed over the border to prospect for gold. 
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	Boy reunited with US father after Brazil custody fight 
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Sean was taken to Brazil when he was four years old 

A US father has been reunited with his nine-year-old son after a bitter, five-year custody battle with the boy's Brazilian relatives. 

David Goldman flew back to Florida with his son Sean after the Brazilian family brought the boy to the US consulate in Rio de Janeiro to be reunited with him. 

Sean was taken to Brazil by Mr Goldman's now-deceased ex-wife. 

The case became a high-profile issue, stalling the passage of a trade bill with Brazil in the US Senate. 

Sean, wearing a yellow Brazil football shirt, was brought to the US consulate in line with a court deadline. 

He looked anxious as his stepfather and the family lawyer pushed through a crowd of jostling journalists, photographers and police officers. 

"This is a very difficult moment," said his maternal grandmother, Silvana Bianchi. 

Mr Goldman's US lawyer, Patricia Apy, was critical of how the handover was carried out. 

"Unfortunately, the Brazilian family, rather than have the hand-off take place in a garage, which would have been secure, parked away and walked him through the press, which only serves to make the situation more stressful for the child," she told the Associated Press news agency. 

Mr Goldman and Sean made the journey back to Orlando, Florida, on a chartered private plane. Most media were kept far away. 

Trade bill
The head of Brazil's Supreme Court, Gilmar Mendes, said on Tuesday that the boy should be returned to his father in accordance with a ruling by a lower court and international custody accords. 

The custody battle began when Mr Goldman's wife, Bruna Bianchi, took Sean to her native Brazil ostensibly for a two-week holiday in 2004. 

She stayed, got a divorce and married a prominent lawyer, Joao Paulo Lins e Silva. 

Mr Goldman launched a legal fight to win custody of his son. When Ms Bianchi died in childbirth in 2008, Mr Lins e Silva continued the battle to keep Sean and won temporary custody. 

US President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton both pressed their Brazilian counterparts on the issue. 

Last week, the legal fight appeared over when a Brazilian appeals court ruled that Sean should be handed over to his father. 

But when another court ruled against this, US Senator Frank Lautenberg blocked renewal of a trade bill with Brazil. 

When news of the Supreme Court's ruling came through, Sen Lautenberg lifted his opposition and the bill was passed unanimously. 

Silvana Bianchi said the custody issue had been decided by international pressure. 

Page last updated at 00:45 GMT, Monday, 21 December 2009


E-mail this to a friend 

Printable version 
The risks of women drug mules in Brazil 

The number of foreign women detained for drug trafficking in Brazil in the past three years has soared. The BBC's Gary Duffy examines the increase and speaks to two British women who are currently in jail awaiting sentencing for smuggling cocaine.
Advertisement

British women warn against being drug mules

In a small room in Sao Paulo's main international airport, police officers rip open four books found in the suitcase of a Dutch passenger arrested while trying to board a flight to Europe. 

Carefully concealed inside what appear to be academic texts, and wrapped in a variety of coverings, is 4kg of cocaine. 

Brazil sits between other South American nations where the drug is widely produced, such as Colombia and Bolivia, and profitable markets for the drug dealers in Europe and South Africa. 

Not surprisingly the country's airports receive a lot of unwelcome passengers. 

Police at Guarulhos airport in Sao Paulo say several months ago they successfully disrupted a gang that was using cargo planes to smuggle drugs out the country. 

There were more than 60 arrests, and the authorities say it seems to have forced drug traffickers to focus on alternatives such as using drug couriers. 
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There is no such thing as easy money, no such thing [image: image298.png]




Sasha Brooks

In the past three years, the number of foreign women detained for drug trafficking has risen 253%. 

This is starkly evident in Sao Paulo's Carandiru jail where, as well as the Brazilian inmates, there are more than 400 women from more than 60 countries. 

Many risked their freedom for sums of money ranging from $3,000 to $13,000 (£2,000 to £8,000) - certainly less than what the drug traffickers controlling them can make. 

'Just a nightmare'
Among the newest prisoners are Sasha Brooks and Kimberley Anderson, both 20 and from Nottingham in England. They have been friends for 15 years. 

They were caught this year at Guarulhos airport with 5kg of cocaine. Sasha says they were foolish to get involved. 
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Located near cocaine-producing nations, Brazil is a popular transit route

"I was in debt, I needed money," she told BBC News, although for her own safety she is vague about how exactly she got involved. 

"I just come across some guys that happened to do this kind of thing, and was kind of persuaded and told everything would be alright, and you just agree to do it." 

Instead of solving her financial problems, she now faces the challenge of everyday life in a prison in the heart of Sao Paulo. 

"People can take advantage because I don't know how to speak Portuguese fluently," she says. 

"So that is very harsh - when you have problems in a prison - you can't back yourself up. Having four people in a cell, two of which sleep on a floor - it's just a nightmare." 

Kimberley says they want others who may be thinking of doing the same thing to know what the consequences can be. 

"No amount of money in the world can replace, give you back your freedom, your family, love. Because here, you don't have love - you understand?" Kimberley says. 

"You don't have freedom, you don't have anything. To do this is not easy. Any amount of money, no matter what money you get told you'd be given to do this - don't! It is not worth it - no amount of money can give you back what you lose." 

Sasha quietly agrees: "There is no such thing as easy money, no such thing." 

Lethal consequences
Mario Menin, the police chief at the airport where the two were arrested, says most of those who are caught are simply being exploited. 

"Usually the people carrying the drugs are less well off," he says. 
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At that moment I was so desperate about the money, and to do something for my life [image: image299.jpg]




Ana Dinis

"They have money problems, and the drug dealers use these people, and promise them a big advantage or reward, and get these people to take the drugs out of the country." 

Some of the women in jail here have taken bigger risks. 

Traffickers have been known to persuade couriers to swallow drugs in capsules in order to evade airport security, with potentially lethal consequences. 

Ana Dinis, a young mother from Portugal, refused to swallow the drugs but did conceal 56 capsules within her own body. 

"You know - about the risks," says Ana who is 23 and has a six-year-old child. She was sentenced to four years and eight months in jail. 

"At that moment I didn't think, at that moment I was thinking about the money. So the risks, it wasn't, like, important to me. 

"I knew I could be arrested, even die, because with these things you expect everything. But at that moment I was so desperate about the money, and to do something for my life." 

Anxious wait
It is also common to hear stories of drug mules who believe they were deliberately betrayed by the traffickers to allow others carrying larger quantities to get on to flights unimpeded. 
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The search for drugs continues as traffickers seek new routes

The police insist they work mainly with intelligence and detection, but roughly the same version of events was repeated to me by different sources. One young woman from Russia, who asked not to be identified, believes the police knew she was travelling with drugs. 

"They knew my description and they were watching me as soon as I entered to the airport. I saw them looking at me and laughing. I saw them all the time looking," she says. 

"They were dressed in normal clothes; they were not dressed in police clothes. And then they said, they said also they got a call from somebody." 

The woman claimed that she was initially told that she would be carrying valuable stones, and when she realised it would be drugs, she was threatened until she agreed to continue. 

After speaking to me, Sasha Brooks and Kimberley Anderson return to the routine of prison work - an area, along with their cells, I was not allowed to see. 

These are anxious days for the two English women as they await sentence, as under Brazilian law they could receive between five and 15 years. 

If they are lucky, because it is a first offence here and because of their age, it could be less. 

Whatever their sentence, it seems unlikely they will be the last to take such a risk. 
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President Obama warns leaders over climate summit deal 

Obama: 'The time for talk is over'

US President Barack Obama has warned world leaders that time is running out to strike a deal at the UN climate summit in Copenhagen. 

President Obama told delegates that the international community's ability to take collective action was in doubt. 

But neither the US, the EU or China offered anything new as fears grew that a deal may be slipping away. 

There was confusion among delegates as several draft negotiating texts circulated on Friday afternoon. 

A draft political agreement drawn up by a small group of countries was rejected during overnight discussions. 

The EU did not raise its offer on cutting emissions from 20% to 30%, as some observers had anticipated. 

The bloc decided last year that it would adopt the higher target if there was a comprehensive global agreement on climate change here. 

Many observers had expected - and hoped - that the EU would raise its targets for cutting emissions from 20% to 30% by 2020 (from 1990 levels).
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President Obama said it was time to act. And if we are to act, then I have to ask you - starting from now, please fulfil the Kyoto Protocol [image: image300.jpg]




Evo Morales, President of Bolivia

BBC environment correspondent Richard Black said this was a clear indication that things are not proceeding towards the kind of deal that the EU had wanted. 

Addressing the summit on Friday, President Obama said: "While the science of climate change is not in doubt, I think our ability to take collective action is in doubt right now, and it hangs in the balance." 

He said he had come to Copenhagen "not to talk, but to act". 

Unchecked, he said, climate change would pose "unacceptable risks" to international security, the world economy and the planet. 

Responding to the speech, Bolivia's President Evo Morales commented: "President Obama said it was time to act. And if we are to act, then I have to ask you - starting from now, please fulfil the Kyoto Protocol." 

"This is a shambles," said Antonio Hill of Oxfam, who has been intimately involved in preparations for this conference.

US-LED COPENHAGEN DEAL

· No reference to legally binding agreement

· Recognises the need to limit global temperatures rising no more than 2C above pre-industrial levels 

· Developed countries to "set a goal of mobilising jointly $100bn a year by 2020 to address the needs of developing countries"

· On transparency: Emerging nations monitor own efforts and report to UN every two years. Some international checks

· No detailed framework on carbon markets - "various approaches" will be pursued

Updated: 13:47 GMT, 19 December 
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Climate deal: Key issues 

Analysis: Where's the beef? 

World's media reacts to deal
"Stitching it all back together is going to require a huge effort, whenever that is." 

China's Premier Wen Jiabao told delegates: "To meet the climate change challenge, the international community must strengthen confidence, build consensus, make vigorous efforts and enhance co-operation." 

He added that in addressing climate change, the international community must not "turn a blind eye to historical responsibilities, per capita emissions and different levels of development". 

President Obama has been meeting throughout the day with the Chinese Premier and leaders from Australia, the UK, France and Japan. Developing countries were also present at the informal talks. 

Correspondents say it is the US and China - the world's two largest carbon emitters - that hold the key to striking an agreement. China has been criticised during the summit for not offering stronger carbon emissions targets and for resisting international monitoring of its emissions controls. 

The US has received criticism for making its climate aid offer so late in the talks.

China's 'special difficulty' on climate

On Thursday, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said the US was prepared to help establish funding of $100bn a year for developing countries if a deal emerged that met US requirements. 

The key US demand is "transparency" from China, seen as a must if the US Senate is to pass legislation controlling emissions. 

As well as the leaders' session, talks are scheduled on texts that sources say remain full of fundamental divisions. 

One developing country negotiator told BBC News that the rejected draft political accord had arrived "as if from God". 

"It is very confusing, and developing countries are very disappointed because they've invested a lot of time in the documents they're negotiating here," said Martin Khor, executive director of the South Centre, a Geneva-based think-tank.
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COPENHAGEN CLIMATE SUMMIT 

Delegates from 193 nations are in Copenhagen to negotiate an agreement on curbing greenhouse gas emissions, in order to prevent dangerous climate change

Developing nations want rich nations to cut emissions by at least 25% by 2020 - rich nations are reluctant to go so far

The US insists China curbs its emissions, and allows international verification

Poor nations want climate aid to come largely from public finances, while the West favours schemes like carbon trading
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Q&A: Copenhagen summit 

"People feel their time has been wasted," he told BBC News. 

Of the sticking points over the draft agreement, one appears to have been the absence of a commitment to a legally binding treaty, which many developing countries have been insisting on. 

Finance has emerged as an issue more likely to make or break a deal than emissions pledges. 

Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva received rousing applause for his speech. He told delegates: "We, the developing countries... when we think in money, we should not think that someone is paying us a favour. 

"We should not think that someone is giving something that we are begging for, because the money that would be put on the table is the payment for greenhouse emissions released over two centuries by those countries that industrialised themselves first."
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President Lula added: "I would love to leave Copenhagen with the most perfect document in the world... I'm not sure if some angel or wise man will come down to this plenary and put in our minds the intelligence that we lacked up until now. I don't know if that's going to be possible." 

Earlier, Indonesia's President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono called for all states, both developed and developing, to be flexible about verification. 

He indicated the possibility of setting up an international mechanism for monitoring emission cuts. 
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	Britons win Brazil fraud appeal 
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The mother of one of the women said they had been "traumatised"

Two British law graduates held in Brazil for insurance fraud have been acquitted on appeal, their lawyer says. 

Renato Tonini said Brazil's High Court found police had obtained information to secure their arrest illegally. 

Shanti Andrews and Rebecca Turner were arrested in July after telling police they had been robbed while backpacking. 

The 23-year-olds had pleaded guilty to attempted insurance fraud and received 16-month jail sentences, later converted to community service. 

Mr Tonini said the women, both University of Sussex law graduates, had been given back their passports and were now free to leave Brazil. 

"The police did not observe the rules under Brazilian law to go into somebody's room. They did not have an order from the judge to go into the room," he said. 

"The High Court recognised this and decided to acquit," he said. 

Lawyers for the pair launched the appeal in August. 

Delighted
The Foreign Office confirmed the two women had been released from their sentence and said arrangements were being made for their return to the UK. 

Miss Turner, of Newbury, Berkshire, and Miss Andrews, of Sussex, were near the end of a nine-month trip round the world when they were arrested. 

They were delighted with the court's decision, Mr Tonini said. 

"They are obviously very happy. They could not believe it happened like this," he said. 

Their mothers had travelled to Rio de Janeiro to be with them for the appeal, he added. 

If their appeal had failed the women, who had been living in an apartment in Rio de Janeiro, could have faced community service in a hospital or an institution for the poor, he said. 

The women were arrested on 26 July after telling police that goods worth £1,000 were stolen from them during a bus journey in Brazil. 

However they were arrested after officers from a specialist tourist support unit apparently became suspicious that they had waited several days before reporting the theft. 

Police allegedly uncovered some of the items reported stolen in their Rio hostel room. 

They were taken into custody but freed on bail a week later. 

Following their arrest, Miss Andrews's mother, Simone Headley, who lives in Frant, East Sussex, said the two friends were traumatised by their ordeal and that it had been a "misunderstanding". 
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	Climate deal cannot ignore rainforests 
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VIEWPOINT
Daniel Murdiyarso 
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Delegates at the Copenhagen summit cannot afford to leave the world's rainforests outside of a global climate agreement, says Daniel Murdiyarso. In this week's Green Room, he sets out how plans to make the vital ecosystems worth more alive than dead are developing.
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Copenhagen is sending out mixed messages on whether or not forests will be in the next climate regime 

There is a growing realisation that the world's tropical and sub-tropical forests need to become an integral part of the new global climate regime. 

But why is it so important that it plays a role in the international effort to curb greenhouse gas emissions? 

When the Kyoto Protocol was adopted in 1997, it failed to recognise the vast amount of carbon locked in the vital ecosystems. 

This meant that the opportunity for developing countries with rainforests to participate in the international treaty were lost. 

Five years later, when the Marrakesh Accord was adopted, a tiny amount of forest sector was accepted under the Kyoto mechanism, known as A/R CDM (Afforestation and Reforestation under the Clean Development Mechanism). 

But as a result of a number of tough restrictions, including a 1% cap on eligible land, it was estimated that the scheme would only curb some 0.03% of global emissions. 

Almost at the same time, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's (IPCC) Third Assessment Report revealed the fact that land-use change, especially deforestation in developing countries, contributed about 20% of the total emissions from human activities. 

Dead or alive?
If avoiding deforestation was to be part of the solution, the rainforest nations found the idea of being unable to harvest the natural resource a bit scary as it would hit their incomes.
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Deforestation accounts for about 20% of human-induced emissions
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Q&A: Redd - preserving forests 

As a result, the idea of reducing, rather than avoiding, emissions was put forward as an alternative. It was deemed that Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (Redd) was more attractive. 

It was also considered to be a relatively cheap option by Lord Stern's Review, which was commissioned by the UK government. 

He concluded that the ecological services provided by the rainforests were more valuable than the revenue generated by harvesting the trees. In short, they were worth more alive than dead. 

But is it really cheap? Unless the host countries are supported, Redd projects will not effectively reduce emissions, nor generate finances. 

However, if the Redd scheme was up and running quickly, this may give buyers and sellers of the programme's carbon credits a head start. 

Under the current climate negotiations in Copenhagen, rich nations are expected to commit to deep cuts in their national emissions. 

Redd credits obtained from developing countries could potentially buy the time needed for developed nations to decarbonise their economies. 

Provided that the capacity of developing countries is in place, Redd can be implemented relatively quickly. 

'New opportunity'
Bringing forests in to the new global climate agreement, carbon that is stored in various compartments of the ecosystems, will be a new asset. 

However, issues regarding land ownership and rights - which had never been properly resolved in many developing countries - will create a new challenge related to carbon rights. 

Even if there was no such complication, the governance of the forests has been problematic, especially regarding efficiency and transparency when one looks at the allocation of revenues generated by the scheme. 

Redd may offer a new opportunity for rainforest nations to demonstrate good governance. 

Forests should be managed more openly involving broader stakeholder participation. 

Rights and responsibility that are associated with the benefits will eventually be shared across the stakeholders, from indigenous communities to logging companies. 

Copenhagen is sending out a mixed message on whether or not forests will be in the next climate regime. 

The first week of long and seemingly endless negotiations will need a strong endorsement from high-level officials this week. 

A deadlock that was experienced in Kyoto 12 years ago can be avoided. 

COP15 - which looks like a summit - is being supported by more than 100 head of states and governments. 

They are coming with the aim of celebrating a success, not a failure. 

There is no reason why a meaningful and forward looking agreement will not be achieved here. 

After a one-day extension, a small step of a 5% cut in global emissions from 1990 level was finally agreed in Kyoto. 

As time has gone by, we have learnt a lot of lessons. Copenhagen should do it better. A deeper cut is needed. 

We have to remind ourselves that the atmosphere cannot afford to leave forests behind for the second time. 

Dr Daniel Murdiyarso is a senior scientist at the Center for International Forestry Research (Cifor), Bogor, Indonesia
The Green Room is a series of opinion articles on environmental topics running weekly on the BBC News website


Do you agree with Dr Murdiyarso? Do rainforests need to be part of a global climate agreement? Is the Redd scheme the best way to reduce deforestation? Or is it a side issue at Copenhagen?
It is of vital importance that rainforests are protected as part of a global climate agreement. The Redd scheme seems to be a step in the right direction only if other countries don't rely on it purely to carbon offset without implementing reduction of CO2e emissions in their own countries.
Andrea Northcott, Buckfastleigh, UK
Thank you! It was a JOY to read that. I sure hope they 'get it' and get moving! Nature is prolific. The sooner we begin, the more we accomplish!
Diaa Kristy, Chicago, IL USA
Mankind has suffered from not taking a holistic view of things. Undoubtedly REDD needs to be supported, however, without bringing forth technological solutions that would provide replacement goods for the produce from rainforest trees. 

One of the key areas has been the replacement of forests in Indonesia and Malaysia with palm plantations. This has been necessitated by the demand for palm oil. Reasons two fold - increasing population with higher disposable income in developing world, and demand from Europe. Europe was earlier using rapeseed oil for food, however with the switch of rapeseed oil to use as biofuel, demand for palm oil has increased. 

We need to address these issues with increasing plantations in waste lands with alternate sources of oils - sustainable palm oil is gathering attention. Increasing the use of jatropha and other waste land products for biodiesel and molasses for biopetrol would be significantly sustainable practices. However the focus is on corn for biofuels increasing the cost of food across the world. 

The issue is technological arrogance of the developed world. 
Kanwal Jit Singh, Pune, India
This is a very nice article and I completely agreed with Dr Murdiyarso. Redd is one of the cornerstone of Copenhagen global climate agreement. In the Redd scheme the benefits are immense for every one. It could stimulate community forest management, and Eco-tourism. Protecting the forest would lead to better erosion control, water quality and biodiversity.
Engr Salam, Kushtia,Bangladesh
Forests are an integral and essential part of Earth's biosphere, and must be protected. As some countries have already taken the initiative - Norway and Brazil is a good example - it is doubtful that any deal is necessary from the Copenhagen summit. Indeed, given the lack of success in meeting the Kyoto targets set back in 1997, it is probably better if another meaningless international agreement is not reached.
David, Cheshire
Protecting the worlds remaining tropical forests is an absolute priority in combating climate change. Not only do they act as carbon sinks, these forests are also centers of the Earths bio-diversity. They are truly priceless and any money allocated for their protection and sustainable use would be a valuble investment for future generations.
robert p. curtin, santos-brazil
The CO2 emission from a plane fly from London to Madrid can be digest by 3 to 5 trees. So I agreed with reduction of CO2 emission but let us plant trees and stop deforestation. The leading nation must plant trees and help the poor nations to do the same. Many thanks.
Lucio Strata, 
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	How girl adopted in Brazil died because of bullies 

	By Peter Jackson 
BBC News 
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Two girls have been locked up for causing the death of a vicar's daughter who leapt from a third floor window to escape their bullying. Hatice Can, 15, will be detained for eight years, while Kemi Ajose, 19, was detained without limit of time at a psychiatric hospital.
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As was once said: 'Bullies are always cowards at heart and may be credited with a pretty sure instinct in scenting their prey'. Rosi was the quiet one, which no doubt is why you picked on her 

Judge Peter Thornton
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Bully detained for girl's fall death 

Rosimeiri Boxall was meant to be one of the lucky ones, but in the end her life ended as it began - in misery and pain. 

Abandoned in a Brazilian children's home by her mother, a chronic alcoholic, she was adopted days before her third birthday by missionaries determined to give her a better life. 

The Reverend Simon Boxall and his wife Rachel raised her as their own, alongside their four natural sons, in Botafogo - a suburb of Rio de Janeiro. 

The British couple had been missionaries in various parts of Brazil for more than 20 years, but in January 2005 decided to return to the UK. 

Mr Boxall was to become the vicar at Open Gateway Community Church in Thamesmead, south-east London. 

It was meant to be a fresh start for the whole family, not least for 16-year-old Rosi, as she had become known. 

Struggled to adapt
But while her brothers Josh, Luke, Nathan and Alex, settled into new lives and jobs, Rosi struggled to adapt. 

She studied for two NVQs at nearby Plumstead Manor School but by March 2007 was asked to leave because she was not doing any work. 

Mr Boxall said her behaviour "deteriorated", she objected to helping around the house and "just wanted to do her own thing".
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Ajose bullied other inmates while on remand in prison

Two months later she ran away for two weeks and started staying out with friends without telling her parents where she was. 

It was a path that led, ultimately, to her fateful friendship with Ajose. 

In August she was a bridesmaid at her brother's wedding, but left home the next day saying she had found somewhere to live with friends. 

Contact with her family became "sporadic" after that, and was mainly through e-mail and telephone. 

It is unclear when Rosi met Ajose and her friend Can, but all three were staying at Ajose's third-floor bedsit at the time of the death. 

The Victorian house in Blackheath, south-east London is a halfway house for young homeless people, split into eight flats by the local authority. 

'Best friends'
Donna Honeyman, who was a friend of the younger girl, told the Old Bailey Rosi and Ajose were "best friends" - but her description was not borne out by the prosecution evidence. 

In the hours before her death in May 2008, Ajose and Can, then aged 17 and 13, punched, slapped and pulled Rosi's hair while shouting abuse, the court heard. 

Prosecutors say Can and Rosi had been rowing over some boys they all met the day before and who had come back to Ajose's flat. Ajose and Can had been drinking vodka. 

Jurors were shown mobile phone footage taken by another resident of the house showing Ajose slapping Rosi and pulling her hair while Can laughed. 

The court heard Ajose also sprayed air freshener in Rosi's face and punched her around the head while she sat passively on the bed. 
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Rosi leapt from the third floor window "in fear of further violence"

There were more attacks, with Can ripping her T-shirt while Ajose, of Charlton, south-east London, punched her and called her names, prosecutors told the court. 

Can, who told the court she had moved to south London from north London after her mother became a victim of domestic violence, claimed Ajose threatened to pour bleach down Rosi's throat. 

Roger Smart, prosecuting, said: "Rosi fell to her death having, in fear of further violence... clambered out of a third floor window. 

"Rosi leapt to her death from the kitchen window of Kemi's flat to escape from a prolonged period of physical and verbal abuse." 

Even as she lay dying, soaked in blood on the floor outside, Can continued to jeer and swear at her, shouting "serves you right, bitch," the court heard. 

'Cruel bullying'
At first police thought Rosi may have been pushed, and arrested the girls on suspicion of murder, but later reduced the charge to manslaughter. 

Judge Peter Thornton told them: "This was cruel, abject bullying. It was ugly, vicious and repeated. 

"As was once said: 'Bullies are always cowards at heart and may be credited with a pretty sure instinct in scenting their prey'. Rosi was the quiet one, which no doubt is why you picked on her."
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More than just a daughter and sister, she was also a great friend who will always be missed 

The Reverend Simon Boxall

Judge Thornton said Can had been the leader and Ajose had joined in. He told Can that if she had been older, her eight-year youth custody order would have been higher. 

The court heard Ajose had continued to bully vulnerable women in custody at Holloway prison in north London. 

"You tried to get several of them to hang themselves with their bedding," the judge said. 

He said neither of the girls had shown "a flicker of remorse". 

No-one will ever know exactly how Rosi felt when she leapt, or her wider state of mind. 

She had threatened to jump out of a window a few months earlier after an argument with her boyfriend, although she told doctors she would not have gone through with it. 

Sounded 'upbeat'
But just three days before her death, Mr Boxall said she sounded "upbeat", "hopeful" and "positive" when she called for clothes and bedding because the council had given her and some friends a flat. 

In a family statement soon after the death, Mr Boxall and his wife said: "She was a loving, caring person who brought frequently-remembered times of fun and laughter to the family. 

"More than just a daughter and sister, she was also a great friend who will always be missed." 
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If they weren't adopted, many would have lived their lives in abysmal circumstances, so there's always that ethical issue 'what would have happened if they had not been adopted 

John Simmonds

The British Association for Adoption and Fostering (BAAF) said inter-country adoptions were less common in the UK than elsewhere in Europe, but came with issues. 

Director John Simmonds told the BBC: "Taking children from overseas countries does disrupt them from their country, community, language, religion as well as family of origin. 

"If they weren't adopted, many would have lived their lives in abysmal circumstances, so there's always that ethical issue 'what would have happened if they had not been adopted'? 

"It's about what they lose and what they have to adjust to... for some it clearly is something they never come to terms with." 
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	Brazil's police accused of routinely killing suspects 
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Brazilian police are accused of "extrajudicial executions"

Police in Brazil's two biggest cities, Sao Paulo, and Rio de Janeiro, routinely commit unlawful executions, Human Rights Watch has alleged. 

The New York-based group says a two-year investigation found evidence that officers often covered up such killings as justified self-defence. 

Authorities in Rio, due to stage the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 Olympics, are under pressure to reduce violence. 

But officials argue the police face often well-armed drug gangs. 

Human Rights Watch says a detailed study of 51 cases showed there was credible evidence that police in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro shot alleged criminals and then reported that the victims had died in shootouts while resisting arrest. 

Post mortem reports showed that 17 of these victims had been shot at point-blank range, the HRW report said. 

"The 51 cases do not represent the totality of potential extrajudicial killings, but are indicative of a much broader problem," HRW said. 

Human Rights Watch says government statistics also indicate the scale of the problem. 

Police in Sao Paulo and Rio states have killed more than 11,000 people since 2003, while over the past five years there were more police killings in Sao Paulo (2,176) than in South Africa (1,623), which has a higher murder rate. 

'Armed combat'
Human Rights Watch says that while some police killings are legitimate acts of self-defence, many others amount to "extra-judicial executions". 

The report argues that what is required is more effective policing, not more violence from the police. There was a chronic failure to hold officers to account for murder, it says, and the authorities should set up specialist units that are able to carry out proper investigations. 

"There's a system in place where police in many poor neighbourhoods are completely out of control. It's a system of toleration that basically relies on the police to police themselves and they don't do it," said Daniel Wilkinson, Human Right Watch's deputy director for the Americas. 

Reacting to the report, a Sao Paulo police statement said that every time someone dies following an armed confrontation with their officers an investigation is opened, and the results are sent to the judicial authorities. 

They also pointed out that 50% of criminals involved in confrontations with police were arrested without being harmed, 33% escaped, and 17% were killed. 

Human Rights Watch says state officials in Rio have promised a considered response to the report. 

Authorities there have highlighted a new community-style policing approach which has been adopted in a small number of favelas or shanty towns, but critics says it needs to be much more extensive. 

Officials also argue that critics do not take into account how officers must constantly take on violent drug gangs. 

"We have to deal with something few others face: armed combat with drug-traffickers who are equipped with heavy weapons coming from abroad," Rio's state public security director Jose Beltrame told the Associated Press in October. 

He was speaking after three police officers died when their helicopter was shot at and brought down in Rio de Janeiro during clashes involving police and drug gangs. 
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	Hillary Clinton warns Latin America off close Iran ties 
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Mrs Clinton also defended the US approach to the Honduras crisis 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called on Latin American countries not to get too close to Iran. 

Mrs Clinton said countries such as Venezuela and Bolivia should "think twice" about the consequences of their ties with the Islamic Republic. 

Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad last month visited Brazil, Venezuela and Bolivia which voiced support for Iran's right to a nuclear programme. 

The US is among those countries with concerns over Iran's nuclear aims. 

Iran says its nuclear programme is for peaceful energy purposes, but the US says it is seeking nuclear weapons. 

"I think if people want to flirt with Iran, they should take a look at what the consequences might well be for them. And we hope that they will think twice and we will support them if they do," Mrs Clinton said during a state department briefing on US-Latin America ties. 

State Department officials told BBC Mundo that "consequences" did not refer necessarily to specific actions but rather referred to the possible effect on US relations. 

Mrs Clinton said the State Department was well aware that Iran had been stepping up its diplomatic activities in the region. 

"We can only say that is a really bad idea for the countries involved," she said. "This is the major supporter, promoter and exporter of terrorism in the world today." 

Mr Ahmadinejad visited regional power Brazil in November. President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said Brazil recognised Iran's right to develop a peaceful nuclear programme, but also urged Iran to engage with the West. 

Honduras shadow
Several regional leaders, including President Evo Morales of Bolivia and Venezuela's Hugo Chavez, have pursued closer ties with Iran in recent years, as well as with Russia and China. 

"We have no problem with any country, such as China, engaging in economic activities, business, commerce with any country anywhere," Reuters quoted Mrs Clinton as saying. 

"But we do want governments to drive hard bargains. We don't want to see corruption that benefits the fortunes of a few leaders and undermines the sustainability of the economy and the environment and the natural resources of any country." 

Mrs Clinton also defended Washington's reaction to the crisis in Honduras where President Manuel Zelaya was ousted in June, saying the US had followed a "pragmatic, principled, multilateral approach" aimed at restoring democracy. 

The issue has cast a shadow over Washington's ties with some of the region, where Brazil and Argentina have been among those countries that insist Mr Zelaya must be returned to office to see out the rest of his term until January. 
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	Draft text divides climate summit 

	By Richard Black 
Environment correspondent, BBC News website, Copenhagen 
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The leaked text has overshadowed the first day's upbeat speeches
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Earth Watch - Richard Black's blog 

Documents leaked at the UN climate summit reveal divisions between industrialised and developing countries over the shape of a possible new deal. 

Campaigners say a draft text proposed by the Danish host government would disadvantage poorer nations. 

It also sees everything coming under a single new deal, whereas an alternative text from developing countries wants an extension to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Other blocs are expected to release their own texts in the next few days. 

Chairmen of working groups will then have to turn the various documents into a political document that 100-odd world leaders, plus delegates representing all other nations, could sign at the end of the conference. 

The Danish document, plus the alternative text submitted by the BASIC group (Brazil, South Africa, India and China) were discussed by a small group of key countries in Copenhagen last week. 

But the Danish proposal had remained under wraps until The Guardian newspaper published it on its website during the second afternoon of the conference. 

More ambition
The documents show that at the broadest level, developed and developing worlds are split on several points: 

· the level of cuts from developed countries 

· the establishment of a target date by which global emissions should peak and begin to fall 

· most fundamentally, the shape of any future deal. 

The BASIC draft sees emission reductions from developed countries coming under the Kyoto Protocol, whereas the Danish draft envisages all measures coming under a single new agreement. 

Although this might appear a technical point, developing countries have so far remained adamant on the retention of the protocol because of the measures it contains on financial assistance and technology transfer, and because it is the only legally binding treaty in existence that makes countries reduce emissions.
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The only formal texts in the UN process are the ones tabled by the Chairs of this Copenhagen conference at the behest of the parties 

Yvo de Boer,
UNFCCC executive secretary

[image: image75.png]



Copenhagen: Your questions 

The Danish text sets out a vision of greenhouse gas emissions peaking globally by 2020, then declining. 

It specifies a 50% emissions cut globally (from 1990 levels) by 2050. Most industrialised nations have already pledged an 80% cut in their own emissions. 

According to some calculations, those figures, when combined with projected population growth in the developing world, mean that per-capita emissions in developing countries will remain below those in the west, "locking in" inequality.

Oxfam's Antonio Hill said industrialised nations had to offer bigger cuts than are currently on the table. 

"The targets need to rise in ambition and in line with what the science says," he told BBC News. 

"We think that at least 40% (from 1990 levels by 2020) is needed; and even that is not enough to produce equity." 

However, Mr Hill suggested that measures on transferring finance from industrialised to developing countries - to help them curb their emissions and help them protect against the impacts of climate change - were "quite good". 

Impossible dream?
Other observers, such as Sol Oyuela from the development agency CAFOD, were more damning. 

"The document should not even exist," she said.
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Global warming: A future glimpse 

"There is a UN legal process which is the official negotiating text; there is no need for any other texts. 

"To be working on a rival text is a kick in the teeth to the UN process that has been negotiated for so long." 

Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the UN climate convention, also said the document had no formal weight within the negotiations. 

"This was an informal paper ahead of the conference given to a number of people for the purposes of consultations," he said. 

"The only formal texts in the UN process are the ones tabled by the Chairs of this Copenhagen conference at the behest of the parties." 

The UK government dissociated itself from the text. 

"At this stage in the negotiation there's inevitably all sorts of texts doing the rounds and more will no doubt appear over the next 10 days," said a spokesman for the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC). 

"The UK is continuing to strive for the most ambitious deal possible, as the prime minister has made clear again today." 

Gordon Brown declared earlier that he would favour the EU moving from its current 20% target to 30%, which governments have agreed to do if there is a global deal here. 

Over the next few days, small island states, least developed countries, the African bloc and the overall G77/China grouping are expected to present their own texts. 

The small island states are expected to demand a legally binding outcome from Copenhagen, which many insiders say is impossible. 

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk


Do you have a question for world leaders at Copenhagen? What would you ask them if you were at the summit? Send it to us. The best questions we receive will be answered by a panel of world leaders in a special televised debate.
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	Q&A: Redd - preserving forests to tackle climate change 

	One concrete agreement expected from the Copenhagen climate change conference is a deal on finance for a programme to preserve the world's forests - Redd. The BBC's James Painter explains how it works.
What does Redd stand for?
Redd stands for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries. 

What is it?
Essentially, it is a way of paying developing countries or communities within them to preserve their forests. Redd schemes are seen as a critical way of reducing the amount of CO2 emissions that come from deforestation around the world and cause global warming. In the last few years Redd has become a key part of the negotiations over a new climate deal. 

Why does deforestation lead to CO2 emissions?
Vast quantities of carbon are stored in the trees and soils of tropical forests. When the trees are burnt down to clear land to grow crops, this is converted into carbon dioxide which is one of the greenhouse gases accelerating climate change. The main causes of tropical deforestation are clearing for cattle ranching and commercial agriculture (eg soya or palm oil plantations), logging, colonisation and subsequent subsistence agriculture, and the building of roads. 

Why is REDD so important?
Estimates for the percentage of annual global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that come from deforestation range between 12 and 20%. Most experts agree the figure is roughly comparable to the emissions of the whole of the European Union, and is higher than the total of emissions generated by the global transport sector (all the cars, trucks, planes, ships and trains worldwide). 

Over and above the emissions associated with deforestation, the destruction of forests reduces the planet's ability to absorb CO2 from the atmosphere. Tropical forests are estimated to absorb about 15% of the CO2 we release. 

How important is Redd?
Some observers, including Lord Nicholas Stern, argue that Redd schemes offer the single largest opportunity for cost-effective and immediate reductions in GHG emissions. They say other, more technologically sophisticated, options like carbon capture and storage could take several years to come into large-scale operation and are more expensive. 

Which countries are key for Redd?
According the World Resources Institute (WRI), in the 1990s Indonesia and Brazil were responsible for about a half of the global emissions from deforestation. The WRI places them in third and fourth place in the world ranking of global emitters (after China and the USA), if GHG emissions from deforestation are included. The Democratic Republic of Congo is also a major emitter. Many forest countries are grouped in the Coalition of Rainforest Nations, which has a strong voice in the Redd negotiations (particularly Papua New Guinea). 

Do Redd programmes already exist?
Yes, many pilot programmes are already operating around the world. 

· Indonesia has more than 10 schemes, including the Ulu Masen project in Aceh province, which is part-funded by the US bank Merrill Lynch 

· Brazil also has a number of projects, including the Juma programme in the state of Amazonas 

· The Norwegian government recently announced it would pay Guyana US$250m to preserve its rainforest 

The World Bank is working to set in motion Redd projects in 35 countries. 

How do they work?
In different ways. In the Ulu Masen project in Indonesia, the idea is that you start by calculating how much carbon is saved from entering the earth's atmosphere by not cutting down the forest. These savings are converted into what are known as carbon-offset credits, which are then sold to rich governments or companies prepared to pay others to reduce their GHG emissions on their behalf. The money generated by the sale of these credits is invested into protecting the local forest and improving the lives of local communities living near or in the forest. The aim is that this would give local people enough of an incentive not to cut down trees. 

In Brazil, families in the Juma reserve are given a debit card, and if regular inspections show that the trees are still standing, they get about US$30 a month credited to their accounts. Coca-Cola, the Marriott hotel chain and a Brazilian private bank have been involved in part-funding the project. 

How might Redd work in the future?
There are many different proposals regarding how Redd might work and how it might be funded. But broadly they fall into three categories: 

· Market mechanisms: countries that reduce deforestation would gain credits for reducing their carbon emissions, which would then be sold on international carbon markets 

· Government funds: a large pot of international funding would be set up and play a similar role to the official development aid that flows from rich to poor countries. An example of this is Brazil's Amazon Fund to which Norway has pledged US$1bn 

· A combination of the two 

There is also a big debate as to whether Redd projects should be managed and funded at a national or sub-national level. 

What sort of sums of money are we talking about?
The 2006 Stern Report spoke of at least US$5bn a year needed initially for the eight countries responsible for 70% of the GHG emissions from deforestation. The Eliasch report (commissioned by UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown) suggested that between US$18bn and US$26bn would be required annually to halve emissions from deforestation by 2020. 

Is that possible?
The UN estimates that the various schemes could raise up to US$30bn a year for developing countries. The outcome of the proposed legislation being discussed in the US Congress is critical to raising money for Redd schemes via carbon markets. The current proposed cap-and-trade scheme includes a stipulation that companies and other entities could offset a percentage of their carbon emissions via domestic and international Redd schemes. 

There are various carbon markets around the world either already operating (the EU) or being proposed (USA, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea) but harmonising them will be difficult. 

What are the main problems with Redd?
The main ones are: 

Market mechanisms - Critics say carbon-offset schemes give companies or governments in the rich world a chance to meet international obligations without cutting their own emissions. Several countries like Brazil, China and Bolivia have stated that Redd should not be used as a way of big CO2 emitters being able to avoid their obligations to meet emission cuts domestically. 

Greenpeace argues that allowing a forestry credit scheme would flood the market with cheap offsets, lower the carbon price and reduce incentives for industrial countries and companies to cut their emissions. 

Monitoring compliance - How can you measure whether a country is really reducing deforestation? Halting it one area might drive loggers or farmers into another (known as "leakage"). 

Measuring carbon - How do you know how much carbon is stored in a forest, and so much carbon emissions are being avoided by preserving it? 

Embezzlement - Some forest countries are also some of the most corrupt in the world. How can you be sure the money gets to the communities who depend on the forests, rather than agribusiness companies or local politicians? Many indigenous forest communities are worried they will not see the benefits. 

Land tenure - Putting a value on forests may cause land-grabs, particularly when property rights in many parts of the world are poorly-defined and hotly-contested. 

So why bother?
Redd supporters say it won't be easy but these problems can eventually be overcome or mitigated. Brazil for example already has a sophisticated satellite monitoring system of deforestation and is keen to share it. The Norwegian government, which is a major provider of Redd funds, says that only when a country puts in place robust anti-corruption measures will it be eligible for payments. 

Will anything be agreed at Copenhagen?
The current Kyoto Protocol does not allow developing countries to sell offsets from avoided deforestation schemes. Planting new trees did qualify, but refraining from cutting down existing trees in forests did not. An outline agreement which changes this and recognises the importance of Redd is likely to emerge, but several issues are still being negotiated. They include how forest communities will benefit, how to safeguard against forests being turned into plantations, and whether "carbon enhancement" schemes such as protecting biodiversity (known as Redd-plus) will be incorporated. 
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	Whisky exports show 'resilience' 
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The number of bottles exported to Spain dropped by 26% 

The amount of Scotch whisky exported during the first nine months of this year reached 807 million bottles - an increase of 1.5%. 

However, the value of these shipments dropped by 3.5% to £2.11bn, compared with 2008. 

France remained the industry's biggest export market and increased the number of bottles it imported by 9%. 

The Scotch Whisky Association said despite weak economic conditions the industry remained confident. 

Gavin Hewitt, the chief executive of the association, said: "Distillers have been resilient through the recession, investing for future opportunities and underscoring Scotch Whisky's increasing importance to the domestic economy." 

Scotch whisky shipments abroad account for 20% of Scotland's manufactured exports. 

The Scotch Whisky Association said the international spread of these markets helped to mitigate the impact of weaker economic conditions in certain countries. 

Venezuela value
The volume of sales to Venezuela increased by 94% with the country importing 37 million bottles. 

Imported Scotch outsells local rums and other liquors in Venezuela by a ratio of almost two-to-one, making it the sixth biggest market worldwide. 

Venezuelans often claim to drink more Scotch than the Scots. 

Brazil also saw a large increase in the volume of exports, up 70%. 

Shipment value to the United States, Spain and South Korea was lower. 

Scottish Rural Affairs Secretary Richard Lochhead described the figures as "impressive" during the recession and said the government was determined to build on the success. 

He added: "New regulations recently came into force that give our iconic Scotch whisky greater protection against cheap imitations and we are working through our enterprise agencies across the world to realise the massive economic potential of the industry." 
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	Brazil thieves steal $6m during football season finale 
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The robbers were tunnelling for weeks

Thieves in Brazil have stolen more than $6m (£3.7m) from a cash delivery firm, taking advantage of the nation's passion for football, police say. 

Police believe the thieves - who had dug a tunnel into the firm's building - struck when season-ending matches were played in Sao Paulo on Sunday. 

A security guard later told local media he had heard a loud noise but thought it was fireworks lit by fans. 

The theft was only discovered on Sunday evening - after the matches had ended. 

Sao Paulo police allege the thieves rented a house in the area about four months ago and then painstakingly dug a 100m-long (110 yards) tunnel to the office of the company. 

Officers believe they struck late on Sunday afternoon - as millions of people across Brazil were watching the football season's finale. 

Firefighters later inspected the tunnel and found abandoned maps and tools, the police said. 

During their stay in the house, the thieves disguised themselves as residents, even putting a Christmas tree in the window, the Globo website reported. 
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	Illegal 2012 Olympic Games site applicants arrested 
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Nearly 5,000 workers are employed constructing the Olympic Park

Nearly 100 people were arrested for trying to work unlawfully at the 2012 Olympic Games site in east London, the UK Border Agency has said. 

Officers from the agency, who are based permanently at the Stratford site, made 93 arrests between April and November. 

Eighty-five cases involved suspected immigration offences. 

Forty-one people were held on suspicion of using fake passports or other documents. It is understood 23 people have been removed from the UK. 

Tony Smith, senior director for the agency's Olympic 2012 programme, said: "We have officers based permanently at the Olympic site to check the identity of people seeking work and help ensure the Games are delivered on time, with a workforce legally entitled to be there. 

"We're working closely with employers and contractors, giving presentations and advising them what checks they need to make to prevent illegal working. 

Workers' protest
Of those arrested on suspicion of immigration offences, 32 were from India, 12 from Nigeria and seven from the Ukraine. 

The rest included four from both Brazil and Kosovo, three from Moldova, and two each from Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe and Albania. The remaining 17 were described as "others". 

A further eight people who were entitled to work in the UK were arrested for using false documents to obtain work. 

Three of these were British, including one journalist trying to expose lax security. 

The arrests will highlight protesters' claims that 2012 bosses are using cheap agency workers, often from overseas, in breach of labour agreements. 

In May, workers held a demonstration outside the site to call for them to be employed directly rather than through agencies. 

The protest also pressed the case for jobs including electricians and steel erectors to be offered to workers in the local community. 

A spokesman for the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) said all the arrests happened at screening checks before the potential workers set foot on the site. 

Responding to the protesters' claims, the spokesman said more than one in five of the 4,842 workers on the Olympic Park were resident in the five host boroughs and more than half lived in London. 

He added: "The ODA is committed to fair employment standards and positive industrial relations on the Olympic Park. 

"There are high levels of direct employment on the site and an agreement with construction unions includes national wage rate agreements, training and local employment." 
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	Winner of disputed Honduras election appeals for unity 
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Porfirio Lobo: Set to take office at the end of January

The winner of Sunday's presidential election in Honduras, Porfirio Lobo, has appealed for national unity to end months of political crisis. 

Mr Lobo, an opponent of ousted leader Manuel Zelaya, won some 56% of the vote, with turnout put at over 60%. 

The poll was held five months after Mr Zelaya was forced out at gunpoint, with an interim government taking over. 

The US has indicated it will accept the result but many Latin American nations say the election is not legitimate. 

Leaders from Latin America, Spain and Portugal discussed their reaction to the vote at a Ibero-American summit in Estoril on Monday. 

"There are still many nations, especially in Central America, in vulnerable political situations. Brazil therefore must not recognise nor rethink the Honduran question," Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said. 

Regional power Brazil is among those nations that have said they will not recognise any government installed after the election, arguing that to do so would legitimise the coup which ousted an elected president, and thus set a dangerous precedent. 

President Lula has also made it clear that Mr Zelaya will remain in its embassy in the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa - where he has been living since he secretly returned to the country in September - until the government gave assurances for his safety. 

The US, meanwhile, has indicated it will accept the election results. 

"Significant work remains to be done to restore democratic and constitutional order in Honduras, but today the Honduran people took a necessary and important step forward," State Department spokesman Ian Kelly said in a statement as the results were coming in. 

'Inflated figures'
Mr Lobo comes from the centre-right opposition National Party, and was defeated by Mr Zelaya in the last presidential election in 2005. 

[image: image86.jpg]



There were election day protests and arrests in the city of San Pedro Sula

"I am announcing a government of national unity, of reconciliation. There's no more time for divisions," Mr Lobo said. 

Mr Zelaya said the authorities had inflated turnout figures to try to give the election legitimacy. 

"He is going to be a very weak leader without recognition from the people and most countries," Mr Zelaya told Reuters. 

The BBC's Stephen Gibbs in Tegucigalpa says the interim government will see the outcome - a clear winner and strong turnout - as strengthening their position that a refusal to accept the result goes against the will of the Honduran people. 

Congress is due to vote on Mr Zelaya's reinstatement on 2 December. His term ends on 27 January. 

Mr Zelaya was forced into exile on 28 June after trying to hold a vote on whether a constituent assembly should be set up to look at rewriting the constitution. 

His critics said the vote, which was ruled illegal by the Supreme Court, aimed to remove the current one-term limit on serving as president and pave the way for his possible re-election. 

Mr Zelaya has repeatedly denied this and pointed out that it would have been impossible to change the constitution before his term in office was up. 
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	Brazil nun case witness is shot and wounded 
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Dorothy Stang was shot six times and left lying in the mud

A witness in the case of an American nun who was murdered in the Brazilian Amazon has been shot several times and is in a critical condition. 

He was reportedly attacked just hours after being summoned to testify in a fraud case against one of the ranchers accused of ordering the nun's murder. 

Dorothy Stang, 73, campaigned to preserve the rainforest and protect the rights of rural workers. 

Her killing in 2005 caused international outrage. 

The attack on witness Roniery Lopes took place in the same area where Stang led her decades-long campaign. 

He was due to testify against Regivaldo Galvao, who is accused of trying to use false documents to obtain the plot of land Stang died trying to defend. 

Mr Galvao and fellow rancher Vitalmiro Moura have been accused of hiring gunmen to kill the nun, who came from Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr Galvao, who denies the charge, was arrested in 2005 but was freed on bail in 2006 and has not faced trial. 

Mr Moura was acquitted at a trial in 2008 but a new trial was ordered earlier this year. 
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	The role of spies in Latin America 

	By Juan Paullier 
BBC Mundo 
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Phone-tapping is a widespread method of intelligence-gathering 

Charges of blackmail and espionage have led to arrests and several rows between a number of Latin American countries.
In October, the Venezuelan authorities detained two Colombian nationals they accused of being spies. 

And earlier this month, diplomatic relations between Chile and Peru were tested, after it emerged that a Peruvian aviation official gave the Chilean government secret documents revealing his government's arms purchases until 2021. 

Chile has rejected a protest note from Peru, but Michelle Bachelet's government has indicated that it might punish officials if they are found to have spied on Peru. 

So, how widespread is espionage in Latin America and is it on the rise? 

Old suspicions
"There has always been spying in this region, and there will always be," says Robert Munks, Americas editor of Jane's Intelligence Weekly. 
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There is the use of blackmail, and in some instances there is even physical violence, including selective killings sometimes 

Nigel Inkster
Former British intelligence official

"But looking at the recent scandals you could say there is an increase in the cases that are becoming public." 

Regarding the recent row between Chile and Peru, Mr Munks believes the spying scandal is part of the historic rivalry between them. 

But he also thinks the disagreement flared up because the popularity of Peru's President Alan Garcia is on the wane, and the row could be an attempt to deflect attention from his flagging ratings. 

Poor intelligence
Fernando Velasco is an academic in Security Studies at Rey Juan Carlos University in Spain. 

For him, "the intelligence services are useful for governments to anticipate threats and changing scenarios. It helps them to make the best decisions possible." 

But former British intelligence official Nigel Inkster says that this is not the case in Latin America. 

The region, he says, has not developed sophisticated methods of spying. 

"If you look at Latin America as a whole, there isn't a high quality intelligence service," says Mr Inkster, currently the director of Transnational Threats and Political Risk at the International Institute for Strategic Studies, the IISS 

Most of the intelligence services in Latin America evolve around what are called "Techint" operations. 

They use phone-tapping and satellite tracking devices, instead of using the much more complex "Humint" operations, where moles are placed inside organisations. 

"But in countries which tend to focus their intelligence activities on internal security, there is the use of blackmail. 

"And in some instances there is even physical violence, including selective killings sometimes," Mr Inkster adds. 

According to Mr Munks, most intelligence services in Latin America pay more attention to internal threats rather than external ones. 

"Maybe only Argentina, Brazil, and perhaps Mexico, are capable of actually spying outside of their borders," he says. 

International spying
During the Cold War era there was a flurry of intelligence activity in the region. 

The former Soviet Union, the US and other countries had intelligence operations in Latin America. 

Interest in the region has declined since the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. But Mr Munks believes it has not completely disappeared. 
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The US has long taken a close interest in the region

The US still keeps close tabs on Latin America, especially Colombia, where Marxist rebels are embroiled in a decades-long war to overthrow the government, and the country is awash with drug cartels which run the cocaine trade. 

Another area of interest is the "Triple Border" between Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay, where there are suspicions that some organisations are funding radical Islamist groups around the world. 

Indeed, some experts say that with a shift in economic power from the US to the East, it is possible that other countries are beginning to take greater notice of Latin America. 

They think Russia and China may have recently increased their intelligence-gathering in Latin America to gain more influence in the region and, in Russia's case, to secure arms deals. 

And of course there is Cuba. 

"Both China and Russia's services have a close relationship with the intelligence community there in an advisory role," says Mr Munks. 

Experts say this "advisory role" that Cuba has with Russia and China is spreading to other parts of Latin America. 

Increasing espionage
"Havana is currently exporting the biggest number of spies in the region to its close ally Venezuela," says Mr Munks. 

Mr Inkster believes this could have serious implications. 

"It could eventually have an impact on how the government deals with the Venezuelan opposition," he says. 

There has been no comment from the Venezuelan government, who are pressing ahead with the prosecution of the two men arrested last month and charged with spying on behalf of Colombia. 

Relations between the two countries were frozen in July when Colombia announced it would allow the US to use its military bases for anti-drugs operations. 

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, has condemned the plan and says Washington will use the bases to spy on his country. Colombia and the US deny this. 
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	Rich should help Amazon forests, summit says 
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Greenpeace activists staged protests in Manaus during the summit

Nine nations in the Amazon region have called on rich countries to provide poorer nations with the funds to preserve forests. 

The nations, meeting in Manaus, Brazil, also discussed supporting a 40% reduction in global emissions by 2020. 

The meeting comes shortly before the key global summit on climate change in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

The Amazon nations agreed on broad principles rather than concrete steps, correspondents said. 

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva chaired the meeting of delegates from Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Venezuela and Surinam, with French President Nicolas Sarkozy representing French Guiana. 

Slowing deforestation
Presidents Sarkozy and Lula said richer nations must increase their aid to help the poorer countries fight global warming. 

"The poor need to be supported without any country giving up its sovereignty," President Lula said. 
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Let no gringo [foreigner] ask us to let an Amazonian starve to death under a tree 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
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Copenhagen: What's your solution? 

The BBC's Paulo Cabral reports from Manaus that for the past few days diplomats have been negotiating a common position to be presented by the Amazon countries and France at the conference in Copenhagen. 

The common statement agreed in Brazil establishes broad principles rather than fresh or concrete proposals, he adds. 

He says most of the presidents invited did not come to Manaus, though diplomats say that the ministers and ambassadors sent in their place were in a position to close a deal. 

Brazil proposed fighting deforestation in the Amazon basin with financial backing from wealthy nations. 

"Let no gringo [foreigner] ask us to let an Amazonian starve to death under a tree," Mr Lula said in a speech ahead of the meeting. 

"We want to preserve [the forests], but [other countries] have to pay for that preservation." 

At the summit, the Brazilian government presented its efforts to reduce destruction in the Amazon as a key part of its strategy to combat climate change. 

Earlier this month, Brazil's government said the rate of deforestation in the Amazon had dropped by 45% - and was the lowest on record since monitoring began 21 years ago. 

It said that just over 7,000 sq km (2,700 square miles) had been destroyed between July 2008 and August 2009. Brazil is seeking an 80% reduction in the deforestation rate by 2020. 

The environmental group Greenpeace has welcomed the latest drop but says there is still too much destruction in the rainforest. 

Earlier this month, Brazil said it aimed to cut its carbon emissions by at least 36% by 2020.
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	Iran's Ahmadinejad visits Hugo Chavez to deepen ties 

	[image: image97.jpg]3




Hugo Chavez and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad have met several times

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is in Venezuela on the third leg of his tour of South America to boost ties. 

He is set to sign business and industrial accords with his close ally, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. 

Mr Chavez, who has said he wants to develop nuclear energy, has backed Iran's right to a nuclear programme. 

The Iranian leader arrived from Bolivia where he and President Evo Morales stressed the right of all nations to a peaceful nuclear programme. 

President Ahmadinejad was assured of a warm welcome from his Venezuelan host, Hugo Chavez. 

The two outspoken critics of the US have visited each other several times and co-operation between their countries has grown in recent years. 

"We have a solid foundation, a solid base that we have created over this decade in our relationship, and it shows how false are the attacks of the world empire," said Venezuelan Foreign Minister Nicolas Maduro. 

'Personal'
The two men are expected to sign some 270 agreements in fields such as agriculture, industry, technology and energy during Mr Ahmadinejad's visit. 

Opposition parties and Venezuela's Jewish community expressed opposition to the presence of the Iranian president. 

Former deputy foreign minister Adolfo Tayllardhat told BBC Mundo that the deep ties were just between the two leaders. 

"We've lost count of the number of accords signed between Chavez and Ahmadinejad. But I insist these are just personal relations, not between Venezuela and Iran, because the only thing that links the two countries is that they are oil producers and members of Opec." 

Mr Ahmadinejad began his tour in Brazil, where President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva criticised attempts to isolate Iran over its nuclear ambitions. 

But he also urged the Iranian leader to engage with the West. 

Western powers fear Iran is developing nuclear weapons technology, rather than civilian uses as it claims. 
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	Cup of mint tea is an effective painkiller 
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Graciela Rocha with one of her Brazilian mint plants
A cup of Brazilian mint tea has pain relieving qualities to match those of commercially available analgesics, a study suggests.
Hyptis crenata has been prescribed by Brazilian healers for millennia to treat ailments from headaches and stomach pain to fever and flu. 

Working on mice, a Newcastle University team has proved scientifically that the ancient medicine men were right. 

The study is published in the journal Acta Horticulturae. 

In order to mimic the traditional treatment as closely as possible, the Newcastle team carried out a survey in Brazil to find out how the medicine is typically prepared and how much should be consumed. 

The most common method was to produce a decoction. This involves boiling the dried leaves in water for 30 minutes and allowing the liquid to cool before drinking it as a tea.
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The taste isn't what most people here in the UK would recognize as a mint 

Graciela Rocha
Newcastle University
The team found that when the mint was given at a dose similar to that prescribed by traditional healers, the medicine was as effective at relieving pain as a synthetic aspirin-style drug called Indometacin. 

They plan to launch clinical trials to find out how effective the mint is as a pain relief for people. 

Lead researcher Graciela Rocha said: "Since humans first walked the Earth we have looked to plants to provide a cure for our ailments - in fact it is estimated more than 50,000 plants are used worldwide for medicinal purposes. 

"Besides traditional use, more than half of all prescription drugs are based on a molecule that occurs naturally in a plant. 

"What we have done is to take a plant that is widely used to safely treat pain and scientifically proven that it works as well as some synthetic drugs. 

"Now the next step is to find out how and why the plant works." 

Graciela is Brazilian and remembers being given the tea as a cure for every childhood illness. 

'Interesting research'
She said: "The taste isn't what most people here in the UK would recognize as a mint. 

"In fact it tastes more like sage which is another member of the mint family. 

"Not that nice, really, but then medicine isn't supposed to be nice, is it?" 

Dr Beverly Collett, chair of the Chronic Pain Policy Coalition, said: "Obviously further work needs to be done to identify the molecule involved, but this is interesting research into what may be a new analgesic for the future. 

"The effects of aspirin-like substances have been known since the ancient Greeks recorded the use of the willow bark as a fever fighter. 

"The leaves and bark of the willow tree contain a substance called salicin, a naturally occurring compound similar to acetylsalicylic acid, the chemical name for aspirin." 

The research is being presented at the International Symposium on Medicinal and Nutraceutical Plants in New Delhi, India. 
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	Brazilian president urges Iranian nuclear solution 
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President Ahmadinejad's visit has been criticised by Israel
Brazil has reaffirmed its support for Iran's right to a civilian nuclear programme, but called for a "just and balanced" solution with the West.
During a visit to Brazil by the Iranian president, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva criticised attempts to isolate Iran over its nuclear ambitions. 

But he also urged Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to engage with the West. 

Western powers fear Iran is developing nuclear weapons technology, rather than civilian uses as it claims. 

It is the first visit by an Iranian president to Brazil, which maintains close ties to the US, Israel and other countries trying to block Iran's nuclear ambitions. 

But Brazilian President Lula said he opposes further sanctions on Iran, and called for diplomacy instead. 

"We recognise Iran's right to develop a peaceful nuclear programme in compliance with international accords. 

"I encourage you to continue engaging interested countries to seek a just and balanced solution on the Iranian nuclear issue," he said to Mr Ahmadinejad at a press conference. 

Iran reticence
Iran has yet to respond to a plan brokered by the International Atomic Energy Agency, and agreed by Russia, the US and France last month. 

Under the plan most of Iran's enriched uranium would be sent abroad to be turned into fuel rods for research use. 

This is seen as a way for Iran to get the fuel it needs, while giving guarantees to the West that it will not be used for nuclear weapons. 

Mr Ahmadinejad's visit to Brazil has already drawn criticism from Israel and members of the US Congress. 

US State Department spokesman Robert Wood declined to comment on the meeting, but before the event, he said he hoped Brazil would raise some of the US concerns with the Iranian leader. 

New York congressman Eliot Engel said President Lula was making "a serious error" by "lending legitimacy" to Mr Ahmadinejad. 

Israel too called it a "mistake" for Brazil to host him, AFP reports. 

Since coming to power in 2005, Mr Ahmadinejad has sought to build ties with leftist south American leaders. 

His five-nation tour also takes him to Venezuela and Bolivia, with stops in the West African countries of Senegal and Gambia on the way home. 
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	Sting urges Brazil to listen to tribal dam fears 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Sting joined up with Chief Raoni for the second time 
Rock star Sting has used his latest visit to Brazil to urge the government there to listen to the concerns of indigenous peoples over a proposed new hydro-electric dam in the Amazon.
He was speaking at a press conference in Sao Paulo where he was reunited with indigenous leader Raoni Metyktire who joined him in a similar campaign 20 years ago which attracted worldwide attention. 

Indigenous tribes in the Amazon say the Belo Monte project, which would be the third largest hydro-electric dam in the world, poses a threat to their way of life. 

'Attention-grabbing'
Sting said Brazil was in the front line of the fight against climate change and it was even more important now to listen to the voices of those who live there than it had been 20 years ago. 

In the earlier campaign, Sting and Chief Raoni toured many parts of the world in opposition to a hydro-electric project on the Xingu River in the Amazon. 
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The authorities never called a meeting with us, with our leaders to explain this, to have a consultation over Belo Monte 

Chief Raoni
It proved to be an attention-grabbing combination of a rock star standing alongside the striking figure of an indigenous leader whose lower lip is expanded several centimetres by a traditional plate, a trademark of his tribe. 

With renewed international attention on the cause of protecting the Amazon, the original hydro-electric project was abandoned, but now the Brazilian government is proposing a new scheme which they say is more environmentally friendly. 

Critics have insisted the Belo Monte dam would still flood large areas of rainforest, have a major impact on fish stocks and undermine the way of life of thousands of indigenous people. 

Speaking to the BBC, Sting said while the decision was for Brazilians alone, the debate had an impact far beyond South America's largest country. 

"This is the heart of the Amazon and what happens here affects the whole world," he said. 

"This was my intuition but now the science is backing that up, I mean substantial science is saying this is true. 

"We need to save this forest. 

"It is the biggest contribution to greenhouse gases - deforestation. Way beyond industrial pollution, way beyond the burning of fossil fuel for transport, or heating." 
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We are looking to Brazil for leadership here 

Sting
He pointed to the way the recent financial crisis had been handled and suggested the same approach was needed for the environment. 

"It is too big and important to fail, because without the environment there are no economics," he said. 

"...Brazil needs to say, OK, here's how we solve this problem - here's how we continue to develop but do not destroy the asset. The asset is incredibly important. 

"We are looking to Brazil for leadership here." 

He said it was crucial to have full consultation on Belo Monte. 

"I can't pretend to be an expert on hydro-electric power - that is ridiculous. At the same time I want all the arguments for and against to be heard. 

"This is my only concern - then it is up to the Brazilian people." 

Indigenous leaders are bitter because they believe the consultations held so far have been inadequate and that their voices are not being heard. 

The authorities say the area to be flooded is much less than previously planned and that steps can be taken to protect indigenous territories. 

'Very high price'
But when asked about these claims Chief Raoni said this had not been made clear to his people. 
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Earlier this month the Kayapo tribe demonstrated against the project
"The authorities never called a meeting with us, with our leaders to explain this, to have a consultation over Belo Monte," he said. 

"If they had done this we would have understood things better. This is what I think is bad." 

Andrea Leme da Silva, co-ordinator of the Indigenous and Traditional People's Programme of Conservation International said the consultation had been inadequate. 

"Traditional local people - indigenous and riverside dwellers are not aware of the real impact, and have been informed of the impact of the dam," she said. 

"I think we will pay a very high environmental and social price." 

The Xingu basin is a place of very high biodiversity and, according to specialists, the same biodiversity of fish as the whole of Europe. 

"From the social side the Xingu is an indigenous river," Ms da Silva added. "You have 24 different ethnic groups that are living there. 

"These groups have their ancestors and history and the government has not considered this." 

A decision on an environmental approval for the Belo Monte dam is said to be imminent, but the debate surrounding this proposal seems as contentious now as it was two decades ago. 
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	Brazil president Lula's biopic in election date clash 

	Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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President Lula is barred from running for a third term
The first public screenings have taken place in Brazil of a controversial new film about the life of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.
The film opened a festival in the capital Brasilia and was also shown to a large audience in the president's home state of Pernambuco. 

But the timing of its release next year has been criticised. 

It coincides with an election when the president is hoping to see his chief of staff elected as his successor. 

The film, Lula Son of Brazil, will go on general release on 1 January next year, just 10 months before the country will choose a successor for President Lula, who is barred from running for a third consecutive term. 

It will be the first time in 20 years that he will not be standing as a presidential candidate, but his powerful personality seems certain to play a prominent part in the campaign. 

Abusive father
The president hopes to see his influential chief of staff, Dilma Rousseff, elected as his successor, and opposition politicians have raised concerns that the screen version of his life story will boost that effort. 

No-one disputes that the life of President Lula provides a powerful story and enough material to form the basis of an emotional film. 

He was born in one of the poorest parts of the country, and like millions of others from the north east of Brazil, his family moved south to Sao Paulo in search of work and a better life. 
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The film, starring Brazilian actors, tells the powerful story of Lula's life
Much of the focus of the film is on the courage of the president's mother raising the family after they were abandoned by his drunken and abusive father. 

As a child President Lula cleaned shoes on the streets, and later as a factory worker he lost part of a finger in an accident. 

His first wife died in child birth, and when he became active in politics as a union leader he was arrested under Brazil's military dictatorship. 

The film's producers sought private funding to avoid using public money but there has been criticism that some of the firms which provided sponsorship are involved in lucrative government work. 

However supporters of the project insist that it was important to tell the story of a president whose early life reflects the experience of millions of Brazil's poorest citizens. 
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	Court backs Battisti extradition 
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Battisti recently began a hunger strike to oppose his extradition
Brazil's Supreme Court has approved the extradition of former left-wing militant Cesare Battisti to Italy.
The court said Brazil's president, who granted Battisti political refugee status earlier this year, would have the final say over the extradition. 

Battisti was convicted in absentia in his home country for four murders. He has denied any role in the killings. 

He escaped from an Italian prison in 1981, and lived in France until fleeing to Brazil in 2004. 

Brazil's Supreme Court had been deadlocked over the case, with the hearing continuing there for more than two months before Chief Justice Gilmar Mendes cast the decisive vote. 

The final decision now lies with President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 

Correspondents say that even though it is highly unusual for Brazilian heads of state to overturn this sort of extradition ruling, it may happen in this case, given President Lula's earlier approval of political asylum for Mr Battisti. 

Italian 'satisfaction'
Giving his ruling, Mr Mendes said the murders for which Battisti was convicted were "common crimes" rather than political acts. 

"Certain types of crimes, even if they have political aims, cannot be considered political crimes," he was quoted as saying by AFP news agency. 

"Otherwise, we could start to see cases of rape, paedophilia or torture treated as political crimes." 

Italy responded rapidly to the ruling, with Foreign Minister Franco Frattini expressing his "great satisfaction". 

Battisti, 54, started a hunger strike in recent days in an effort to oppose his extradition. 

The murders for which he was convicted date to the 1970s, when Battisti was a member of a militant group calling itself Armed Proletarians for Communism. 

He became a successful crime writer in France before fleeing when a bid to extradite him was approved. 

Brazilian authorities arrested him in 2007. 

President Lula's decision to grant Battisti political refugee status in January prompted Italy to recall its ambassador for "consultations". 
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	Jail for Brazil drugs smuggle bid 
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Walsh was stopped by customs officials at Glasgow airport
A woman who was caught trying to smuggle cocaine worth more than half a million pounds from Brazil into Scotland has been jailed for 30 months.
Deborah Walsh, 36, was stopped by customs at Glasgow Airport having just arrived from Sao Paulo. 

Officials discovered hidden drugs with a street value of £560,000 in the lining of one of her travel bags. 

At the High Court in Glasgow admitted being concerned in the supply of cocaine in June this year. 

The court was told that Walsh's ticket to Sao Paolo was bought two days before she flew out, by a foreign-sounding man who paid in cash. 

During her stay, she treated herself to a night in an expensive hotel in the Brazilian city. 

'Preyed upon'
Prosecutor Kevin McCallum said she was stopped on 15 June having arrived in Glasgow via Amsterdam and customs officers discovered the drugs. 

Mr McCallum added: "The quantity of cocaine recovered in this case was clearly a significant amount and was clearly intended for onward supply to others." 

The court was told how Walsh had agreed to be a courier to help re-pay a drug debt. 

Tony Graham, defending, said: "This was an individual preyed upon by others using cowardice to mask their involvement in drugs." 

Judge Lord Brailsford told Walsh the courts had to take a "serious view" for such offences. 

He said he was reducing the sentence from 60 months due to factors such as her guilty plea. 
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	France and Brazil in climate deal

Advertisement

France and Brazil have adopted a common position on climate change ahead of the Copenhagen summit next month. 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy said he and President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva had agreed to pursue the goal of reducing industrialised nations' emissions to 50% below 1990 levels by 2050. 

Juliet Gilkes reports. 
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	Brazil proposes carbon cut target 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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President Lula says climate change is the world's most challenging issue
The Brazilian government has announced that it aims to achieve a reduction of at least 36% on its carbon emissions by the year 2020.
If it meets its pledge, greenhouse gas emissions would be near 1994 levels. 

The proposal, which is not a binding target, was revealed in advance of the major UN summit on climate change to be held in Copenhagen in December. 

Brazil hopes to put pressure on richer nations to declare their intentions and break the deadlock in the negotiations. 

Details of the government's proposals were unveiled following a meeting involving President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and some of his senior ministers. 

'Ambitious' target
In common with other developing nations, Brazil is not setting a binding target for reducing carbon emissions, but is instead proposing to take voluntary action. 

However with its promise to reduce the anticipated level of greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 by 36%-39%, South America's largest country hopes to encourage others. 
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Amazon deforestation 'record low' 

Grid: Where other countries stand 
Officials here regard the proposal as "ambitious" and a meaningful way to combat climate change. 

Much of the proposed reduction is expected to be achieved by improved protection of the Amazon. 

The government here announced this week that deforestation in the rainforest was its lowest level since monitoring first began 21 years ago. 

Deforestation is blamed for more than half of Brazil's greenhouse gas emissions. 

At the highest end of the proposed range of cuts, emissions would be reduced to nearly 1994 levels, but ministers say international and private sector help would be needed to reach this kind of objective. 

A senior official involved in the preparations for Copenhagen said while some richer industrialised nations deserved praise for their efforts to combat climate change, as a group they had not been prepared to put their numbers on the table. 

Brazil hopes it can play a leading role in securing an agreement in Copenhagen, and as part of that effort, President Lula will hold talks in Paris this weekend with his French counterpart Nicolas Sarkozy. 
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	Spider 'smuggler' arrested in Rio 

	[image: image120.jpg]



A tarantula was said to be among the spiders seized 
A British man has been arrested at Rio de Janeiro airport for attempting to smuggle at least 1,000 live spiders out of Brazil in his luggage.
The pet shop owner was arrested on Wednesday after security X-rays detected the spiders in two suitcases. 

The export of Brazilian animals without authorisation is banned. 

The unnamed man was charged and released on bail pending a court date. He could face up to a year in prison and a maximum fine of £1.4m ($2.3m). 

The man is thought to have been intending to sell the spiders in his pet shop. 

The police are seeking to seize his passport to keep him in the country. However, it is understood they regard a fine as a more likely punishment for this offence than imprisonment. 

The seized spiders, which are said to include tarantulas, were taken to a museum in Rio's federal university by Brazil's environmental watchdog agency Ibama. 

The authorities were checking the spiders to see if any were poisonous. 

Brazil is known to be one of the biggest markets in the world for animal trafficking, with around 50,000 animals rescued by the authorities each year. 
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	Amazon deforestation 'record low' 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Brazil's disappearing rainforests have been a concern for decades
The rate of deforestation in the Amazon has dropped by 45% and is the lowest on record since monitoring began 21 years ago, Brazil's government says.
According to the latest annual figures, just over 7,000 sq km was destroyed between July 2008 and August 2009. 

The drop is welcome news for the government in advance of the Copenhagen summit on climate change. 

But Greenpeace says there is still too much deforestation and the government's targets are not ambitious enough. 

According to the Brazilian space agency, which monitors deforestation in the Amazon, the annual rate of destruction fell by 45%. 

Green credentials
Welcoming the news, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva described the drop in the level of deforestation as "extraordinary". 

He said climate change was the most challenging issue the world was facing. 

The Brazilian government will undoubtedly view the latest figures as a boost to its green credentials coming just before the Copenhagen summit in December. 

At the summit, the Brazilian government seems certain to present its efforts to reduce destruction in the Amazon as a key part of its strategy to combat climate change. 

The environment ministry here is said to be proposing that around half of a 40% cut in Brazil's carbon emissions would come from reducing deforestation. 

The Brazilian government wants to see an 80% reduction in the deforestation rate by 2020. 

The environmental pressure group, Greenpeace, welcomed the latest drop as important, but said that there was still too much destruction in the rainforest. 

In a statement, it said the president would be happy if, in 11 years time, the Amazon was being destroyed at a rate of a little less than three cities the size of Sao Paulo a year. 

Some environmentalists believe that the fall in deforestation may be connected to the economic downturn, and that when things improve, the Amazon could face renewed pressure. 
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	'God's gift' to Brazil? 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Tupi oil field, off the Brazilian coast 
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Advertisement

Extracting oil 7,000m below the sea

On board a platform ship in the Tupi oil field, the sound of surplus gas being burnt overhead makes a deafening noise, the huge flame boosting the heat of an already uncomfortably hot day.
Tupi made headlines around the world when it emerged that Brazil's state run oil company Petrobras believed it could contain five to eight billion barrels of oil. 

The field lies in what all Brazilians now know as the 'pre-salt area' - so called because the oil and gas is to be found beneath several thousand metres of water, rock and salt. 

To get it out is a not insignificant technical headache, and tests are continuing on board this platform, the Cidade de Sao Vicente, which is reached by travelling an hour and a quarter by helicopter from the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

Despite the challenges, Rivadavia de Freitas of Petrobras says they are very confident. 

"The deeper we have to drill, the more complicated it is," he says. "And in terms of that we are very happy as we are, day after day, getting better results and getting even deeper. 
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Mr de Freitas says the platform is getting better results every day
"On this platform we are doing what we call the well extended test - in other words gathering critical information, the data we have to have to develop in an economical way the oil production over this huge area in ultra deep water. 

"The pre-salt area, as we call it, is absolutely the new frontier in terms of oil production for the whole country" 

'Veto power'
By 2017, Petrobras says the Tupi field could be producing one million barrels a day. 

But while Petrobras and its existing international partners face challenges offshore, Brazilian lawmakers are currently debating legislation that would give the state a greater say over management of new oil fields. 

Petrobras would be the lead operator in any new ventures, and Petrosal, a new state controlled company with veto powers over issues such as the rate of oil production, would oversee the process. 

Oil industry analyst Francois Moreau says this level of state control raises some uncomfortable questions for foreign investors. 

"Who is going to be the operator? Petrobras is going to be the operator of these joint ventures," he told the BBC News website. 

"It is a production sharing agreement, so the issue is how well protected is the income of the foreign investor? 
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Petrobras says the Tupi oil field could hold five to eight billion barrels of oil
"Will he have veto power in the same way that Petrobras and the government will have? At the end they are not going to be in the driving seat. They will not have the capacity at the end to get real grip and influence on the bottom line issues." 

However, he adds this qualification. 

"If, somehow, Petrobras and the government guarantees them a decent return, they are going to be ok," he says. 

"You have to bear in mind, what is the situation in other countries? What are the real alternatives? They are not very encouraging - investing in countries where the rule of the law is being replaced by the law of the ruler. 

"Or countries that have demonstrated political instability. 

"So clearly Brazil stands out as a very promising opportunity, but it has learned, along with China, to firstly take most of the cake." 

'God is Brazilian'
Petrobras also insists there is enough room for international investors. Jose Alberto Bucheb is a senior manager with the company. 

"The rate of success associated with the potential volumes is very attractive for international companies," he says. 

"And all of them, the main international companies, they work in this environment - in countries in which production sharing agreements are adopted. 

"Taken together with the political and economic stability of Brazil, all these variables result in a very attractive environment for investors." 
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Mr Bucheb says Brazil is very attractive to foreign investors
He says from the point view of achieving the government's objectives, the changes made sense. 

"The government wants to have more control over the rhythm of exploration, development and production. 

"Every country which wants to have more control over the production of petroleum has adopted production sharing agreements, because they are more suited to this goal. Brazil is doing exactly the same at this point." 

The pre-salt region stretches for hundreds of kilometres along Brazil's coast. 

So far, official estimates in just three fields point to a potential yield of around 14 billion barrels of oil. 

However, according to senior minister and presidential hopeful Dilma Rousseff, the entire region could contain between 25 to 100 billion barrels of oil. It is, she says, strong evidence that "God is Brazilian". 

As if to test the theory, Petrobras is now said to be considering exploring even further north along the coast. 
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	Storm blamed for Brazil power cut 
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The power cut hit famous sights like the Copacabana beach
A severe storm has been blamed for widespread power cuts in Brazil which lasted more than five hours, the government said.
The strong winds, heavy rain and lightning brought down a power line in Brazil, cutting two other lines and ultimately shutting Itaipu dam. 

In the worst blackout to hit Brazil in years, up to a fifth of the population was left without power on Tuesday. 

Neighbouring Paraguay was also briefly left in the dark. 

Initial suspicion had focused on the Itaipu hydroelectric plant, which supplies 20% of Brazil's power, but officials there said the facility was working normally. 

Grid 'strong'
Energy Minister Edson Lobao said the bad weather cut the transmission lines in Sao Paulo state, leading the huge Itaipu dam to shut down automatically. 

"Our grid is strong and resistant, but there are moments that the system simply can't withstand," he told reporters in the capital Brasilia. 

The outage caused chaos on the streets of major Brazilian cities, including Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, which will showcase the 2014 World Cup and host the 2016 Olympics. 

At least 10 Brazilian states were partially or totally affected with problems spread over a wide geographical area, from Recife in the north-east to Rio Grande do Sul in the far south. 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva dismissed claims that his government had failed to maintain the infrastructure. 

He said investment in transmission lines over the last seven years amounted to 30% of what had been spent over the preceding 120 years. 

"We didn't have a failure in the generation of energy, we had a problem in the transmission line," Mr Lula said. 

The government will be under considerable pressure to ensure that such a drastic power failure is not repeated, the BBC's Gary Duffy reports from Sao Paulo. 

'Hostage to accidents'
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Itaipu Binacional, the company which runs the hydroelectric plant, said the problem had originated elsewhere. 

It said the dam had been functioning normally, but had not been able to transmit energy because power lines were not working. 

Adriano Pires, director of the Brazilian Center for Infrastructure Studies, said Brazil's transmission lines were "very badly maintained". 

"This shows that Brazil is very vulnerable," he added. 

"You can't leave a country the size of Brazil hostage to accidents." 

'Bad enough already'
Sao Paulo's roads were still clogged with traffic early on Wednesday after the mayor cancelled restrictions on the amount of cars allowed to circulate at rush hour. 
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It sounded like Brazil had scored a goal as the cheers resounded from every window [when the power returned] 

Simon, Rio de Janeiro

[image: image131.png]



Brazil blackout: Reader accounts 

Your pictures: Brazil's blackout 
One BBC News website reader, Phil Badiz, wrote to say that Sao Paulo was a "city in post-reboot" on Wednesday. 

"Only cars were illuminating the city for as far as the eye could see," he said in his account of the blackout. 

In Rio many tourists left their hotel rooms along Copacabana beach because of the lack of air conditioning and milled around on the unlit streets. 

A group of muggers took advantage of the darkness to rob people en masse near Rio's Maracana stadium, which will host the Olympics' opening and closing ceremonies, the Associated Press news agency reports. 

But overall, police said, crime did not rise in Rio and actually fell in Sao Paulo during the outage. 

"The image of Brazil, of Rio, is bad enough with all the violence," said graphic designer Paulo Viera, 35, as he stood in a restaurant near Copacabana. 

"We don't need this to happen. I don't know how it could get worse." 
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	Major power failures hit Brazil 

	Advertisement

People in Rio de Janeiro used candles in the blackout

A power blackout in Brazil left tens of millions of people sitting by candlelight, after plunging its two largest cities into darkness.
Underground railways, traffic lights, street lamps, lifts and electric gates in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro were all affected. 

It was several hours before the problem could be fixed. 

The authorities believe it could have been caused by a fault at the giant Itaipu hydro-electric dam. 
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AT THE SCENE 

Gary Duffy, Sao Paulo
Walking around on the streets near my home, there was absolute chaos, with drivers pulling over to the side of the road and asking what had happened, and did anyone know what was wrong.

The traffic lights were out of order, traffic wardens were trying to maintain the flow of traffic, radio stations were appealing to people to drive carefully.

There was chaos in the metro system as well, some reports that people had to walk along the tracks because trains had come to a halt, that bus drivers were being called in to provide an emergency service. 

The night the lights went out 
The underground railway systems in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo shut down when the power cuts hit soon after 2200 (0000 GMT), leaving many passengers stranded. 

Thousands of rail passengers had to walk down underground tracks to reach stations. 

No traffic lights or street lights were working, causing traffic to stop or slow to a crawl. 

Extra police were put on the streets to prevent a surge in crime. 

Electricity supplies in Paraguay, which shares power from Itaipu, were also disrupted for a short while. 

The power system lost 17,000 megawatts after the massive plant went offline, possibly because of a storm. 

The director of the dam said it had lost its entire hydro-electric output. 

The BBC's correspondent in Sao Paulo, Gary Duffy, says the power cut happened at a time when millions would have been watching the country's popular soap opera on TV. 

He adds that neighbourhood blackouts are common in the city of 19 million, but the scale of this power cut was remarkable. 

Major dam
The issue of power supplies is politically sensitive in Brazil following severe shortages several years ago which caused blackouts in large parts of the country.
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The government will be keen to establish that this blackout, which disrupted the lives of millions of Brazilians, was not caused by any failure on its part, our correspondent says. 

The latest power failure also affected the south-eastern states of Minas Gerais and Espirito Santo, the south-western state of Mato Grosso do Sul, parts of the central state of Goias, and the federal district of Brasilia, although the capital itself was unaffected. 
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Luckily I got out of the lift about a minute before everything shut down... [and] at least we managed to have a romantic candlelight supper. 

Patrick Schurt, Sao Paulo
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Brazil blackout: Readers' stories 
In all, nine of Brazil's 27 states were affected. 

The Itaipu dam provides Brazil with 20% of its electricity. 

In Paraguay, which relies on the Itaipu dam for 90% of its electricity, the entire country was blacked out for 15 minutes. 
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	Brazil blackout: Readers' accounts 

	A power blackout affecting large parts of Brazil has left millions of people stranded as underground railways, traffic lights, street lights and electric gates were hit.
Residents of the two largest cities, Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, have been sending their accounts of the disruptions.
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Bruno Jácome Üsler Janesch captured Rio de Janeiro in darkness
I've been living in the city of Sao Paulo for 15 years. I've never seen the city in complete darkness, as it was last night. I had just left my shop when the street lights started to blink for couple of seconds, then the whole city was plunged into darkness. As a result, the train service stopped, electric-powered buses stopped on the streets affecting the traffic and also the traffic lights weren't working leaving the city in a chaotic situation. People who were still in their offices were forced to get out of the buildings. One of my friends has kids on the 21st floor - he used a mobile phone to talk to them and comfort them as they were crying. 
Marcelo Wong, Sao Paulo
The city is all dark. We can't connect to the internet, it is like living on an island. The only way we can learn anything about the situation is by using mobile phones or calling friends who live abroad. What would be the consequences if this happens during the World Cup or during the Olympics? It is total chaos! 
Diego Vaz, in Cavalcanti, Rio de Janeiro
It happened without warning. I was in the shower and was really taken aback! It took around three hours for the power to be restored in my neighbourhood, but eventually we're back on track. 
Felipe Silva, Sao Paulo
The lifts to our apartment are not working, the security gates to the apartment won't open so we had to try to find a hotel room. There were almost no rooms available. The roads are absolutely chaotic, taxis are driving without their 'for hire' sign. We just managed to get a cab and he explained that they're driving without their lights for fear of assaults. It's really scary - the city is pitch black. An already dangerous city has just become infinitely more dangerous. 
Jeremy Holt, Sao Paulo
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[When power came back] it sounded like Brazil had scored a goal as the cheers resounded from every window 

Simon, Rio de Janeiro
Power outages are quite common here in Rio de Janeiro, but usually for short periods of time. Since it happened at about 10pm, the worst part of it was trying to sleep at a temperature of about 30C without electricity.
Leandro Correia, Rio de Janeiro
It all began with dimming of the lights and it looked like a problem of power strength. Some lights here and there were normal, while others seemed to be in slow motion to power up. I was safe at home watching a movie, but because it happened late in the evening I wondered how thousands of people in the streets would be able to reach their homes. Shopping centres close at 10pm, and the chaos was shown on the internet with videos and photos posted. Soon the power was restored, which was around 3am. I think this is just a warning to what's coming next, not only in Brazil but globally. Cities such as Sao Paulo, Mexico City and Tokyo that are overpopulated will be the first to lose control over electric power and also water distribution. 
Asael Silva, Sao Paulo
We were using mobile phones to find out what happened as there was no energy in the neighbourhood. It's crazy. Lights came on a while ago and I could hear people cheering but soon they went off again. My girlfriend who came back from work very late said that there were many accidents. We have had blackouts here before but never like this. 
Ben W, Sao Paulo
Well, the lights are back on. Just as well as the recent heatwave ended today or we would have suffered more, but it had rained and cooled everyone down. It has to be said that Rio in a blackout is probably safer than Los Angeles or New York, as people seem phlegmatic and not in the least bit worried about a crime wave, so this doesn't seem to have affected people too much. Many people in my district, Laranjeiras in the south zone, took to the bars rather than climb the stairs home. So did I, but after 1am I finally decided to climb the 14 floors, luckily on what was quite a cool night, only to have the lights come on just as I was finishing my shower. It sounded like Brazil had scored a goal as the cheers resounded from every window. Just another night really, no dramatic news around these parts anyway. The story about Brazil goes on crime alert is pure invention - there's plenty of crime but probably not more last night than any other night.
Simon, Rio de Janeiro
I'm in Sao Paulo right now and almost all regions of the city are now back with power. The media is saying that many smaller hydro-electric and thermal power plants are now on full power to supply the needs of Sao Paulo state. There's still fear that these aren't going to solve the problem. In Rio, due to the lack of emergency situation planning, most regions are without power. Water pumping systems are also offline and will take 48 hours to be back on after the return of power. 
Giordano M, Sao Paulo
At about 10.15 pm all the lamps in my apartment in Rio de Janeiro started to fade and glow at a very low intensity. They didn't immediately go out. I switched off the computer to avoid electrical damage. A few minutes later I looked out of my hilltop apartment windows at the usually brightly lit urban landscape that spreads out before me. Everything had gone dark, the whole city appeared to have been plunged into darkness. 
Duncan Crossley, Rio de Janeiro
It was a pretty wild trip going through Sao Paulo which was almost pitch black but for the car lights. I was in the middle of mixing a song when the sound stopped and I was plunged into darkness. I glanced outside the window and saw that only cars were illuminating the city for as far as the eye could see. Back-up generators entered into action and some semblance of life crept back into Brazil's largest urban conglomeration - a city in post-reboot...
Phil Badiz, Sao Paulo
This was by far the worst blackout we've had in a decade. Short power failures are relatively normal even in Sao Paulo. Normally power returns in a couple of minutes, but this blackout lasted for nearly six hours. Luckily I got out of the lift about a minute before everything shut down. On a more positive note - at least we managed to have a romantic candlelight supper.
Patrick Schurt, Sao Paulo
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	Brazil minidress woman readmitted 
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Geisy Arruda was expelled after an incident on 22 October
A Brazilian student who was expelled from university for wearing a short dress has been readmitted.
Bandeirante University, a private college in a suburb of Sao Paulo, reversed its decision, following a public outcry and government criticism. 

Videos of people jeering and swearing at the student, Geisy Arruda, have circulated widely on the internet. 

They show the 20-year-old being led off by security guards on 22 October with a long, white coat covering her dress. 

The university said in a statement on Monday it was reinstating Ms Arruda, without offering an explanation. 

Earlier, it had said it had expelled her for disturbing classes through "a flagrant lack of respect for ethical principles, academic dignity and morality". 

Before she was readmitted, Ms Arruda said she had never been warned about her dress, the private Agencia Estado news agency reported. 

Surrounded by several lawyers, she told a press conference she had been humiliated by the experience. 

The education ministry had called on the university to explain its decision, while the minister for women's rights criticised it for "this total intolerance and discrimination". 

Ms Arruda vehemently denied a claim by a university lawyer that she had raised her dress, stopped to pose for photos, and tried to attract attention by choosing the longest route to get to a class, reports said. 
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	Modern Warfare 'set for record' 

	Advertisement

Daniel Emery attended the Leicester Square premiere of Call of Duty

The widely-anticipated video game Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 has been tipped to be the biggest selling video game in history.
Hundreds of gamers gathered at shops around the world ahead of its release at 00:00 GMT. 

Retailer HMV has predicted more than 1m UK sales in the first week, 20% more than previous record holder Grand Theft Auto IV (GTA IV). 

Online shop Amazon said the pre-order sales were 50% higher than GTA IV. 

Play.com say that in the run up to launch it was getting more than 150 pre-orders per minute. 

The publishers of Modern Warfare 2, Activision, are cautiously predicting total sales of 3m across the UK whilst some analysts believe it could sell 10m copies globally in the run up to Christmas. 

HMV stores in the UK opened at midnight to allow eager gamers to get their hands on the game as soon as possible. 
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Some gamers compared the London launch to a film premiere.
"We estimate that the game will exceed 1m UK sales in its first week, which would be a new record," said HMV spokesperson Gennaro Castaldo. 

The firm also confirmed that its stock of the collectors edition, Modern Warfare 2: Prestige, sold out online pre-release. 

"Because people haven't been able to play the game beforehand, it's really built their anticipation," said Neil Ashurst from retailer Game. 

"I wonder how many people have taken the day off work today to play it." 

Some people had managed to get their hands on the game early after shops broke the sales embargo. 

Facebook group
Robert Kotick, CEO of Activision, described it as "one of the largest entertainment launches of any media of all time". 

Analysts believe the game could sell as many as 5m units globally on its first day. 

It is the sixth instalment in the Call of Duty series and gives players the chance to be a member of a military strike force that takes on a Russian ultra-nationalist terrorist group.

[image: image142.png]



[image: image143.png]


We're already seeing it bully other name-brand competitors into pushing their release dates back rather than risk going head-to-head in the same launch window 

Scott Steinberg
Digital trends
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Send us your comments 
It sees the combat team travelling to Russia, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Brazil and into orbit, in an attempt to thwart the terrorists. 

The game has drawn criticism because one section, prefaced by a warning screen, involves a player joining a massacre of civilians at an airport. 

Labour MP Keith Vaz condemned the game saying he was "absolutely shocked" by its violence. 

In response, publisher Activision said the scene was "not representative of overall experience". 

Meanwhile, Labour MP Tom Watson has set up a Facebook group to defend games such as Call of Duty from their critics. 

Price war
The first Modern Warfare debuted in 2007 and sold more than 12 million copies. The game won praise for its uncompromising story line and attention to detail. 

Versions for the PlayStation 3, Xbox 360 and PC have gone on sale.
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MPs row over Modern Warfare 
In the UK, a launch event was held at a cinema in London's Leicester Square, more usually the setting for film premieres. 

Amazon said its pre-order sales for Modern Warfare 2 had been 50% higher than for Grand Theft Auto 4 - which until now had been the most successful release ever. 

"We're already seeing it bully other name-brand competitors into pushing their release dates back rather than risk going head-to-head in the same launch window," said Scott Steinberg, of game and gadget website Digital Trends. 

Since the Call of Duty franchise started in 2003, more than 28 million copies of the game's various incarnations have been sold. 

In the UK, the console versions of the game are selling for about £54. The PC version is priced at about £35. 

However, supermarkets and retailers have been advertising it a steep discount. Sainsbury's and Tesco are expected to offer it for about £26. Online stores have also cut the price of the title. 

A limited edition of the game, called the Veteran Package, is also available for £99. 

While many gamers eagerly awaited its release, fans of Modern Warfare have expressed disappointment that the PC version will lack some of the tools and tweaks available in earlier editions.
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	Will Brazil punch its weight in 2026? 

	By Robert Plummer 
Business reporter, BBC News 
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Brazil has often been derided as the eternal country of the future. But now, it seems, that future has a date: 2026.
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Brazil is stronger than before it went into recession, says Guido Mantega
At present, Brazil is the fifth-largest country in the world and has the fifth-largest population as well. 

But in 17 years' time, it will also be the fifth-largest economy in the world, says its finance minister, Guido Mantega. 

"These figures are from the Economist Intelligence Unit," he told an audience of businessmen and journalists in London. 

As he spoke, a slide showing a series of league tables outlined exactly how Brazil is expected to achieve this. 

According to these projections, it will leapfrog the UK, France and Italy as early as 2011, before reaching the number five slot in 2026 with a gross domestic product of $5.721tn in purchasing power parity terms. 

"If we took the World Bank figures, we would already be in fifth place in 2014," he said. 

"We were more modest and took statistics that put us there in 2026, when China will already be the number one world economy." 

Brief recession
You might think Brazil is still taking an intolerably long time to get there, bearing in mind that it has consistently punched below its weight for decades. 

But as last week's Financial Times-hosted Investing in Brazil Summit demonstrated, the country's main movers and shakers are in buoyant mood, elated at how strongly it emerged from recession. 

While many countries, including the UK, are still feeling the impact of the global financial crisis, Brazil had just two quarters of contraction before bouncing back with 1.9% growth in the April-to-June period. 

[image: image150.jpg]



Brazil entered recession late and emerged early, says Lula
As far as Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is concerned, the outcome is a vindication of his time in office, which now has little more than a year left to run. 

"From the first moment of my government, we worked to prove that it was possible to combine economic growth with redistribution of wealth," he said in the event's keynote speech. 

Lula cited the success of his Bolsa Familia welfare programme, which has lifted more than 11 million families out of poverty in Brazil. 

He said that governments practising such policies were often accused of being populist or of creating a dependency culture. 

"Some people said in Brazil, 'Why are you investing in the poor? You could build bridges, roads or viaducts,'" he added. 

"I'd like to build bridges, viaducts and roads. But the bridge can wait a month, the road can wait two months. Any investment can wait. People who are hungry can't wait." 

Common wealth
As it happens, Brazil has not had to choose between infrastructure and the well-being of its people: it has made progress on both. 

Research in Brazil's six biggest cities shows that the percentage of the population considered middle-class has risen from 42.4% to 52.9% in the past six years. 

Those figures, produced by the Getulio Vargas Foundation and the government's IBGE statistics office, include all households earning between 1,115 reais ($619) and 4,807 reais, or $2,671 a month. 
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We don't want to miss a single opportunity in the 21st Century 

Lula
Not much by developed-world standards, perhaps, but enough to give a lot more purchasing power to a lot more people - and, according to Lula, all part of "a silent revolution" that is helping Brazilian society to recover its self-esteem. 

At the same time, since 2007, Brazil has been pursuing what it calls the Programme for the Acceleration of Growth (PAC). 

This is an ambitious $290bn scheme to overhaul the country's infrastructure, including more than 100 projects. 

In the words of Lula's chief of staff, Dilma Rousseff, it is designed to overcome "years of stagnation". 

The most glamorous of these is a high-speed train linking Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, but others involve power stations, airports, housing, sewage systems and public transport. 

Ms Rousseff called on international investors and big firms to pick up on these "opportunities that have never before arisen in Brazil and are rarely found worldwide". 

War of the technocrats
Lula and his left-wing Workers' Party (PT) are justified in claiming much of the credit for this "transformation" of Brazil, as he describes it. 

However, the process really began under his predecessor, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, who won the presidency in the 1990s on the back of his success as finance minister in taming Brazil's runaway inflation. 
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Dilma Rousseff is trying hard to win over potential voters
Now, interestingly, the PT and Mr Cardoso's PDSB look set for a battle royal at the next presidential election in October 2010. 

Ms Rousseff clearly hopes that her role at the helm of the PAC infrastructure scheme will secure her the right to contest the election as the PT candidate. 

But she struggles to shake off her reputation as a rigid technocrat, with little of Lula's charm. 

Her only moment of passion at the London summit was when she responded angrily to a questioner who based his point on experience of living in Brazil 10 years ago. 

"You can't compare today with that period of stagnation," she snapped. 

Fortunately for Dilma, her likely adversary from the PSDB, Jose Serra, offers a similar kind of charisma-free competence. 

However, he arguably has a stronger political track record, as a former health minister and current governor of Sao Paulo state. 

Whoever inherits Brazil's current healthy economy and whatever happens on the way to 2026, Lula is adamant that his country's days of being considered second-rate are over. 

As he told his London audience: "We got tired of being the country of the future. We got tired of so many promises in the 20th Century and now we don't want to miss a single opportunity in the 21st Century.
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	Hoaxer impersonates Brazil leader 

	[image: image154.jpg]



The real Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was not interviewed by the radio stations
A hoaxer pretending to be Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was interviewed by Portuguese-language radio stations before being found out.
One interview he did with Angolan state radio was broadcast on air for a few days before the hoax was discovered. 

The impersonator discussed the 2016 Olympics - due to be hosted by Rio de Janeiro - in the interviews. 

A local Brazilian radio station seeking content for a comedy slot is believed to be behind the hoax. 

BBC regional analyst Leonardo Rocha says the impersonator convincingly imitated President Lula's husky voice and informal style. 

Radio stations that broadcast in Portuguese received an e-mail a few days ago saying President Lula was willing to be interviewed about the 2016 Olympics. 

Editors at Angola's national radio were said to be in a state of shock. 
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HOAXES 

1995: Canadian DJ calls Queen Elizabeth II pretending to be Canadian PM Jean Chretien

1998: British DJ get through to PM Tony Blair by impersonating opposition leader William Hague

2003: Miami DJs prank-call Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez while pretending to be Cuba's Fidel Castro, and later do it the other way round

2006: Canadian impersonator hoaxed President Jacques Chirac by claiming to be Conservative leader Stephen Harper
In the interview, the impersonator praises Angola for its good work ahead of the African Cup of Nations, which it will host in two months' time. 

In another interview, with Australian SBS radio, the impersonator said: "We know we have a huge Brazilian diaspora in Australia and we're very honoured to be getting in touch with our people around the world." 

However for a number of reasons the interview had aroused the suspicions of the SBS journalist who conducted it, Beatriz Wagner. She uncovered the truth by contacting the Brazilian authorities. 
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	G20 finance ministers to pursue bank reforms 

	By Andrew Walker 
Economics correspondent, BBC World Service 
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The G20 meeting has drawn its usual gathering of protesters
G20 Finance Ministers are meeting in St Andrews in Scotland to pursue an agenda of financial reform and economic recovery.
The meeting follows a summit in Pittsburgh in September, where G20 leaders breathed a sigh of relief. 

The global economy had been badly damaged by the financial storms, but not demolished. 

Now, in St Andrews the finance minsters are getting stuck into the task of rebuilding with, they hope, more solid foundations to withstand future turmoil. 

They put the success in stepping back from the abyss down to their own policies- the bank rescues, and the stimulus from a raft of government and central bank actions, including public spending, tax cuts, low interest rates and some other unconventional policies, such as boosting the amount of money in circulation. 

Exit strategies
But they are policies that none of them wants to maintain indefinitely. 

There seems to be a consensus that it is still too soon to put these measures into reverse, that to do so would endanger the rather fragile signs of recovery taking shape. 

But they will be talking about exit strategies. 

The dangers if they do not prepare to unwind include inflation and a banking system dependent on the state. 

They also have ringing in their ears a warning from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) about a grim outlook for government finances. 

Government debt in the developed G20 countries is likely to reach 118% of annual national income (GDP) in 2014. 

It will take years of spending cuts and higher taxes to get debts down to what the IMF calls safe levels. 

Bonus curbs
The headline grabbing discussions about bank bonuses have not gone away, despite an agreement at the Pittsburgh Summit on new rules. 
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France was at the forefront of pushing bonus reform
Those rules did not cap the amount that can be paid, but they are intended to ensure that bonuses do not encourage excessive risk taking. 

The deal includes requiring bonuses to be paid over several years and some degree of claw back if a firm's performance deteriorates. 

France was among the most enthusiastic for bonus curbs so its no surprise that the country claims to be the first to implement the Pittsburgh agreement. 

They did it with new rules announced by the Finance Minister Christine Lagarde on Thursday. 

The timing, immediately before the St Andrews meeting, is no coincidence, according to French officials. 

They are keen that the rest of the G20 should get on with implementation quickly. 

Otherwise French banks could be at a disadvantage in retaining or recruiting traders and senior executives. 

Fixing the banks
Beyond bonuses there is a long agenda of financial regulation that the G20 are committed to tackling. 

Eventually banks will have to hold more capital - mainly money from shareholders - to protect themselves against losses. 

And there are some difficult issues about what to do with financial institutions that are considered too big to be allowed to fail - because their failure would do unacceptable wider financial and economic damage. 

Do you force them to slim down, do you make them separate routine banking from more risky financial market trading, or do you just require them to have extra thick capital cushions to break their fall if they do get into trouble? 

Bubble fears
Some developing country finance ministers are coming to St Andrews with a problem you might think they would be glad to have. 

Too much investment flowing in from abroad, as some degree of confidence returns to international financial markets. 

But they are wary. 

These financial flows tend to push up emerging market currencies, which makes their export industries less competitive. 

And there are concerns that it might conceivably be another financial bubble beginning to inflate. 

That warning has come from Nouriel Roubini, the New York University professor who was the leading prophet of doom in the current financial crisis. 

Brazil has already put a new tax on investment inflows - in financial markets, not on investment in new factories. 

And the Finance Minsters Guido Mantega is expected air these concerns in St Andrews. 

Time for golf?
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Mr Roubini has warned another financial bubble may be on the way
And there is more. 

China will likely come under pressure once again to allow its currency to rise. 

They will talk about trying to curb the imbalances that contributed to the crisis - such as high levels of saving in China and low levels in the US. 

There will also be discussion of reform of the IMF, where work is underway to give emerging economies more of a say in how it is run. 

And climate change is on the agenda - particularly issues of funding to help developing countries to deal with the problem. 

Perhaps some of the ministers might find the time for a round on St Andrews' famous golf course. 

There is every chance that some of the issues they discuss will be stuck in the rough grass for a while yet. 
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	G20 ministers meet in St Andrews 

	By Douglas Fraser 
BBC Scotland Economy and Business Editor 
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The ministers are gathering in St Andrews for the two-day event
The world's most powerful finance ministers are gathering in St Andrews for a summit aimed at pulling the world's economy out of recession.
The G20 event will be held at Fairmont St Andrews Hotel, a golf resort just outside the ancient university town. 

Co-ordinating fiscal policy will be on the agenda, as well as how to police global financial and banking systems. 

Protests are planned on Friday and Saturday to call for more action to tackle unemployment and climate change. 

A low key rally has been held by around 20 environmental protesters who gathered with a handful of placards. 

The demonstrations will also include a "People's Summit" at St Andrews University students' association. 

The two-day G20 event, which is being chaired by UK Chancellor Alistair Darling, will be attended by Timothy Geithner, the US Treasury Secretary, as well as the finance ministers of Europe's largest economies and those of China, Japan, India, and Russia.
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It is vital that we ... recognise that our economies are highly inter-dependent 

Alistair Darling
Officials have drawn up an agenda that includes a proposal to cut down on the high level of reserves held by governments with the biggest economies. 

The idea of a central reserve held instead by the International Monetary Fund is being resisted by those with emerging economies, including Brazil. 

The co-ordination of fiscal and monetary policy will attempt to avoid the creation of new imbalances between different countries, similar to the ones that led to the economic crisis last year. 

That involves, for instance, pressure on the US to increase savings and on China to increase consumption. 

Curb bonuses
Developing countries are also raising concerns that capital flows into their economies are resulting from relatively low interest rates in the most developed economies, leading to over-valued currencies. 

The previous finance ministers meeting - which took place in London in September, followed by heads of government in Pittsburgh - set out plans to curb excessive banker bonuses, which were seen as creating incentives for reckless risk-taking. 

There is pressure at the St Andrews meeting, particularly from the French government, to ensure others are implementing that agreement on common standards. 

And on Saturday morning, there is to be discussion of the transfers of funds from richer, more developed countries that will be necessary to help developing nations adapt to their climate change requirements. 

In a letter to fellow summiteers ahead of their gathering, Mr Darling set out his agenda: "As the process of recovery continues, it is vital that we co-operate more effectively in managing the world economy, recognising that our economies are highly inter-dependent." 
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	Climate deal 'unlikely' this year 

	By Richard Black 
Environment correspondent, BBC News website, Barcelona 
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Speculation has been rife that nations' deals would not be binding
The UK government says it is highly unlikely that a new legally binding climate treaty can be agreed this year - and a full treaty may be a year away.
Two years ago, the world's governments vowed to finalise a new treaty at next month's climate summit in Copenhagen. 

Climate Secretary Ed Miliband has until now said it could be done - but now he says only a political deal is likely, echoing some other senior figures. 

Developing countries reacted with frustration and disappointment. 

"When we left (UN talks in) Bali two years ago, we all expected that would be agreeing on a legally binding outcome to respond to the urgency... that we were on the verge of catastrophic climate change, so we're very disappointed," said Selwin Hart from Barbados, speaking for the group of small island developing states. 

"If we don't take urgent and ambitious action, the reality is that some small island developing states will not be around within a couple of decades - certainly not by the end of the century." 

This is thought to be the first time that UK ministers have acknowledged the slim chances of achieving anything legally binding. 

In the middle of October, Mr Miliband said a new treaty looked "more do-able" following a meeting of the Major Economies Forum in London. 

His comments now echo warnings from UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Denmark's Prime Minister Lars Loekke Rasmussen and US chief climate negotiator Todd Stern that only a "politically binding" agreement can now be achieved. 

Officials then warned it could take up to a full year to finalise the treaty. 

Political vacuum
"We would have preferred a full legal treaty, it has to be said," said Mr Miliband. 

"I think the important thing about the agreement we now seek in December is that while it may be a political agreement it must lead, on a very clear timetable, to a legally binding treaty.
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A lot of people still think that we can do something that will lead to real implementation in the fight against climate change 

Artur Runge-Metzger
European Commission negotiator
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Send us your comments 
"Also, I'll be completely clear about this: I think an agreement without numbers is not a great agreement. In fact it's a wholly inadequate agreement." 

It remains unclear whether the US could put numbers forward in Copenhagen - on reducing emissions, or on financing for poorer countries - in the absence of domestic legislation. 

Several EU delegates to the preparatory talks here in Barcelona - at the final round before the Copenhagen summit - say that the complexity of the treaty means that drawing up all the legal ingredients is just too big a task to be finalised this year. 

But South Africa's Alf Wills, who co-ordinates the G77/China bloc of developing countries on extending the Kyoto Protocol, suggested the real hurdle was political rather than logistical. 

"We've got text - what we don't have is agreement on which parts of the text are the way to go," he told BBC News. 

'Grave implications'
He also rejected suggestions by some developed nations that major developing countries had been remiss in putting forward proposals for reducing the rate at which their carbon emissions rise. 

"China has published a five-year plan, India has published proposals, as has Brazil - and a few weeks ago Indonesia said it would cut the rate of growth of emissions by 40%, doing 26% of that by itself (without outside aid)," he said. 

"So the statement (that developing countries have not put proposals forward) is not a statement of fact."
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Activists strung a banner from Barcelona's Sagrada Familia church
Other European delegates agreed that a legally binding deal was very unlikely this year, but said that did not mean that nothing would happen. 

"A lot of people still think that we can do something that will lead to real implementation in the fight against climate change - we will spend money, we will enact legislation, we will continue in this," said Artur Runge-Metzger, chief negotiator for the European Commission. 

As to when all the loose ends should be tied up, he suggest three to six months was a reasonable period. 

However, delegates close to developments in the US Congress said US legislation might not be finalised within six months. 

Environment groups suggested western countries had not invested enough political energy in the process. 

"Copenhagen is one of the most important meetings in human history, but the politicians seem determined to blow it," said Joss Garman of Greenpeace. 

"So much can blamed on the Big Carbon special interests driving Washington. If Europe doesn't stand up to America to save this deal, there could be grave implications for millions across the world." 


Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk 
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	Amazonian tribe hit by swine flu 

	By Will Grant 
BBC News, Venezuela 
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The Yanomami live in the border region between Venezuela and Brazil
Swine flu has killed seven members of an endangered Amazonian tribe, an indigenous rights organisation says.
Survival International said several hundred members of the Yanomami tribe in Venezuela could be infected. 

The Venezuelan government has yet to confirm the deaths but said that a team was in the region to investigate. 

An outbreak among the isolated tribes of the Amazon could spread among the indigenous population very quickly and kill many, campaigners fear. 

Survival International, a London-based organisation, says it may already be happening among the Yanomami in the border region between Venezuela and Brazil. 

The organisation's director, Stephen Corry, says the situation is "critical" and is calling for Venezuela and Brazil to take immediate action to halt the epidemic. 
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YANOMAMI INDIANS 

Estimated 32,000 remain

Live in communities up to 400

Venezuelan Yanomami live in a 8.2 million hectare (20.2 million acre) forest reserve

Thousands of illegal gold miners have infiltrated the reserve

Source: survivalinternational.org
They also needed to radically improve the Yanomami's access to healthcare, he said. 

A member of the regional government's medical team told the BBC swine flu was the suspected cause of the deaths of a pregnant woman and three small children. 

The Yanomami have been hurt by epidemics in the past, particularly when influenza and malaria were brought by miners in the 1980s. 

Survival International estimate that as much as a fifth of the community was killed during that period and that the Yanomami population has fallen to about 32,000. 
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	New row over Colombia-US accord 
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President Uribe's deal with the US has caused concern in the region
Colombian opposition groups have reacted angrily after details of a controversial military deal with the US were made public.
Under the 10-year deal, the US military will not only have access to military bases, but also be able to use major international civilian airports. 

US personnel and defence contractors will also enjoy diplomatic immunity. 

President Alvaro Uribe says the agreement will help rid Colombia of drugs gangs and left-wing rebel groups. 

But leading opposition senator Gustavo Petro, of the left-wing PDA party, said the deal amounted to a virtual US occupation of Colombia. 

The accord was signed last Friday but full details were only made public on Tuesday. 

They reveal that the US military will have access to seven Colombian army, navy and air force bases and also be able to use civilian airports under conditions that have still not been made clear. 

Colombia's military commander, Gen Freddy Padilla, was quoted by national media as saying that the benefits of the agreement will be felt throughout the country as the US conducts anti-drug and anti-terrorist missions. 

The deal has led to a worsening of already strained ties between Colombia and Venezuela. 

Venezuela has broken off diplomatic relations with Bogota and Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has warned that Colombian military bases could be used by the US to attack his country. 

Other countries in the region, including Brazil and Chile, have also expressed concern. 

The BBC's Jeremy McDermott, in Colombia, says Colombia is increasingly isolated in the region, but does not seem to care, just so long as it has US support. 
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	Racial legacy that haunts Brazil 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Salvador, Bahia 
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The African influence is evident in Bahia's food and music 
There are few Brazilian cities as steeped in their African heritage as Salvador, capital of the state of Bahia.
This was, after all, the first colonial capital of Brazil, and the point of entry for many of the millions of slaves who were brought into South America's largest country. 

Around 80% of the population is said to be of black African ancestry, a legacy that can be found in food, music and culture. The religion of Candomble, which has its origins in Africa, still thrives in the city. 

In recent years, the region has even attracted African-American visitors from the United States eager to see a part of the world where African traditions are well preserved, a trend sometimes uncomfortably known as "ethnic tourism". 

Blighted by violence
But despite this heritage, Salvador has never had an elected black mayor, although one was appointed during Brazil's military dictatorship. 

Some critics claim the majority of Brazilians of African descent in Salvador are an example of continuing discrimination, living in the poorest areas, their lives often blighted by violence and largely excluded from political power. 

Others insist that any prejudice which does exist is based on social factors and not race. 

Claims of racism simply do not apply, they argue, in a country where racial identity is so fluid, and the distinction between black, white and mixed race often unclear, even among Brazilians. 

Whipping post
The city's historic Pelourinho district is where slaves were once auctioned - and brutally punished; "pelourinho" is Portuguese for whipping post. Now the highly acclaimed Bahia Folklore Dance Company puts on nightly shows there, celebrating this region's strong cultural links with Africa.
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It is important that the population here has an awareness of their self-esteem and value, of their race, their own culture 

Walson Botelho
Bahia Folklore Dance Company
The executive director of the company, Walson Botelho, known as Vava, says celebrating these cultural links challenges attitudes imposed by slavery which in some ways still persist even today. 

"The Europeans came here with a preconceived idea that they were the only people who could do good things for Brazil," he says. 

"And that the indigenous [citizens] - the native Brazilians - and the Africans were people who didn't have the intelligence, the minimum of reasoning, and this was why they were treated as slaves and animals. 

"It is important that the population here has an awareness of their self-esteem and value, of their race, their own culture." 

But just how the descendants of slaves are faring today on the busy streets of Salvador is a question which divides opinion.
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Slaves were once auctioned in Salvador's Pelourinho district 
Studies show that in recent years the gap between the income of black and mixed race Brazilians and the higher salaries of white Brazilians has been falling - but there is still a sizeable difference. 

Across a range of areas, from access to a high quality education to health and housing, Brazilians of African descent are worse off than their white counterparts. 

A report issued this year also concluded that a young black teenager in Brazil was nearly three times more likely to die as a result of violence than a white adolescent. 

'On the periphery'
In Salvador, critics say you only have to compare the poorer districts with the wealthier neighbourhoods to see the difference. 

"In my opinion, the quality of life of the black population is terrible," says Professor Jocelio Teles, of the Federal University of Bahia, using black as an umbrella term to cover broadly those who are not white, including people of mixed race.
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Professor Jocelio Teles says it will take time to achieve equality
"If you think in terms of the localisation of most people in Salvador, black people, these people are on the periphery." 

He says that while there have been some improvements recently, Brazilians of African descent in Bahia still face many disadvantages. 

"The black middle class is very small. The majority of people in our city are black and poor. The majority of people with access to higher education are white. 

"So where is the democracy until now? How will the future be for the black population in our city and our country?" he asks. 

Professor Teles believes affirmative action policies adopted by the federal and state government in education and the labour market in recent years need to continue for another 20 to 30 years in order to achieve equality. 

'Preferential treatment'
In the busy market street in Liberdade, one of the poorest neighbourhoods in Salvador, people say discrimination on the basis of skin colour is not uncommon. 

"Mainly in the area of employment there is a lot of difference, a lot of preferential treatment," says Janaina das Virgens Santos, 29.
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Here in Bahia, what you see is the exclusion of the black race from the decision-making process of the state 

Judge Luislinda de Santos
"If you have 10 black people and one white, the white person would get preference." 

At a nearby school, the children give a warm welcome to Luislinda Valois Santos, said to have been the first black woman judge in Bahia, who says equality of access must be expanded. 

"How will you achieve this? Through education, employment and also giving opportunities to black people to be ministers, deputies, senators, governors, president of the Republic," she insists. 

"Here in Bahia, what you see is the exclusion of the black race from the decision-making process of the state." 

But, as in other parts of Brazil, there seems a large divide between those who think people of African descent do face prejudice, and those who argue that the only real gulf is between poor and rich. 

Colonial legacy
Edvaldo Brito is the only black man to have been mayor of Salvador - but he was appointed to that post during Brazil's military dictatorship, not elected. 
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Edvaldo Brito is the only black man to have been mayor of Salvador
Now the city's deputy mayor, he argues that Salvador's black population has the same rights and opportunities as its white citizens. 

The challenge, he believes, is to give help through affirmative action to those who still have not had the opportunity to reach their full potential on their own. 

"What do you have in Brazil? In Brazil there is the inability to achieve social mobility," he says. 

"For historic reasons the blacks never had the same position in colonial times. And when they abolished slavery they continued without the ability to advance in society." 

Jutahy Magalhaes Junior represents Bahia in the Brazilian Congress. While he regards himself as mixed race, he says that in his own state he would be seen as white, a view that in itself reflects the complexity of centuries of racial mixing in Brazil. 

Lack of money
He also argues that racial prejudice is not a factor behind inequality in Salvador. 

"Everyone, whether they are white, mixed race, black or indigenous, that doesn't have money, will struggle with transport, public health, and education," he says. 

"The discrimination is social, it is not racial." 

A vibrant expression of the cultural legacy of Africa is evident everywhere in Bahia and seems highly valued. 

But here in Salvador, there seems less consensus on whether Brazilian society is doing as much as it should be for those of its citizens who are of African descent. 
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	Obituary: Claude Levi-Strauss 
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Levi-Strauss is regarded as a giant of 20th Century social sciences
Claude Levi-Strauss, who died a few weeks short of his 101st birthday, was widely regarded as a founder of modern anthropology and one of France's foremost thinkers.
He introduced structuralism to anthropology, an approach that seeks to identify common patterns of behaviour and thought in all human societies. 

Levi-Strauss was born in 1908 in Brussels, Belgium, to French parents of Jewish origin. He grew up in Paris and studied at the Sorbonne. 

In the mid-1930s he went to Sao Paulo, Brazil, where he taught sociology before turning to anthropology. He conducted research in the Mato Grosso and Amazon regions. 

Later critics pointed out that Levi-Strauss had spent limited time with the tribes he studied and had limited knowledge of their language. 

However his fieldwork strengthened his academic credentials and would later form the substance of the book that made his name, Tristes Tropiques. 

Free French link
In 1939 he returned to France to take part in the war effort, and spent a few months behind the Maginot Line. 
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I hate travels and explorers 

Tristes Tropiques
After capitulation in 1940, Levi-Strauss worked as a teacher but was dismissed under racial laws introduced by the collaborationist Vichy regime, and left for the US. 

While teaching in New York City, he befriended and was influenced by the famous anthropologist Franz Boas. 

In 1942, he joined the Free French movement and worked for the US Office of War Information. 

Levi-Strauss returned to France in 1948 to complete his doctorate. 

A year later he published his thesis as a book, The Elementary Structures of Kinship, which cemented his reputation among scholars. 

In 1955 he published Tristes Tropiques, an account of his time as an expatriate doubling as a philosophical meditation. 

The book - which starts with the arresting sentence: "I hate travels and explorers" - was immediately hailed as a masterpiece and turned the author into one of France's best-known intellectuals. 

Fun and games
He went on to publish hugely influential books, including Structural Anthropology (1958), the Savage Mind (1962), and The Raw and the Cooked (1964). 
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Not a year goes by without my receiving an order for jeans 

The latter led to a series of works entitled Mythologies, in which Levi-Strauss found common threads underlying seemingly arbitrary myths across cultures. 

By then Levi-Strauss was a worldwide celebrity and taught in the prestigious College de France. 

He would later become a member of the Academie Francaise, the ultimate accolade for a French intellectual. 

Although his ideas, like those of other structuralist thinkers, influenced the student rebels of 1968, he ultimately took a dim view of the rioters. 

"After an initial reaction of curiosity, once I had grown weary of the fun and games, I was repulsed by May 68," he wrote. 

Although not best-known for his sense of humour, Levi-Strauss did remark on the US garment company of the same name. 

"That unfortunate homonymy has never ceased to haunt me - like a ghost" he once wrote. "Not a year goes by without my receiving an order for jeans - usually from Africa." 

Paying tribute to Levi-Strauss, French President Nicolas Sarkozy described him as a "very great scholar, always open to the world, who created modern anthropology". 
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	University race quotas row in Brazil 

	By Gary Duffy, 
BBC News, Rio de Janeiro 
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Many Brazilian universities have already adopted affirmative action policies

There are more people of African descent in Brazil than in any country outside the African continent itself, but the higher you go in Brazilian society the less evidence there appears to be of that reality.
Critics say part of the blame lies with a system which has often failed to provide equality of access to third-level education, though recent years have seen some improvements. 

To try to address the problem, many Brazilian universities have adopted affirmative action policies or quotas to try to boost the number of black and mixed race students, or more generally those from poor backgrounds. 
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Gisele says the quotas system has given her a head-start
It is a controversial approach which some argue is necessary to end decades of inequality, while others fear it threatens to introduce racial tension in a society which has been largely free of such problems. 

Gisele Alves lives in a poor neighbourhood in Nova Iguacu on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro, and says she doubts she would have got to college without a helping hand from the state. 

She is studying at the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ), which was one of the first to adopt quotas. 

"I thought I was going to finish school, find work in a little shop, get married and pregnant and that would be it. I didn't expect much more than that," she says. 

"But with the system of quotas I started to think I could go to university. My parents couldn't pay privately - if I wanted to study it had to be at a public university." 

Giselle got her place in part due to Rio's controversial quotas system which sets aside 20% of public university places for poor black and indigenous students, and the same number for students educated in the much criticised public school system. 

Legal challenge
Those parents who can afford it often opt to have their children educated in more expensive private schools, giving them a considerable advantage when it comes to highly competitive university entrance exams - especially for prestigious courses such as law and medicine. 
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Mr Bolsonaro says the quotas approach is a form of reverse discrimination
It is a process which works against poorer students - which in Brazil often means black or mixed race. 

"When you consider the way things are in Brazil, you can see that poverty has a colour," says Lena Medeiros de Menezes, vice rector at the State University. 

"It will take a long time for investment in primary and secondary education to bring about equality. How do I see quotas? It's a way to change things and change them rapidly." 

But in Rio de Janeiro a question mark hangs over the quotas system after a legal challenge mounted by state congressman Flavio Bolsonaro. 

He argues the approach is a form of reverse discrimination. 

"What are you going to say to a teenager who goes to do a university entrance exam and gets a high mark, but doesn't get through, but another teenager has passed with a much lower mark because they have a dark skin?" he says. 

"What would be the legacy of that for future generations?" 

White or black?
Rio's Federal University (UFRJ) does not operate a system of quotas, though the issue has been widely debated. 
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Prof Paixao says black Brazilians are largely absent from key professions
Professor Marcelo Paixao, who lectures there, says it is clear that in Brazil those of African descent are largely absent from many key professions. 

"Here the percentage of black people holding jobs - such as doctors, engineers, economists, lawyers - is very low," he says. 

"When you have universities - principally the most prestigious ones which are the public ones - so closed to presence of the Afro-descendent population, this means these professions will also continue to be exclusive to a certain group of people for a very long time." 

The debate in Brazil is further complicated because of the sometimes uncertain definition here of who is white, black or mixed race - official surveys let people classify themselves. 

Hundreds of years of racial mixing means that many Brazilians regard themselves as neither black nor white but something in between, and recent surveys suggest some people have even changed their view of how they should be described. 

Racial equality law
Some argue that quotas even partly based on race introduce a tension that never existed in Brazilian society in the way it has in the United States, while others say it simply recognises the obvious link between being poor and black. 
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You can not force a racial identity in a population where a large percentage of the population don't have a clear racial identity and don't want that 

Simon Schwartzman
Brazilian researcher
"I think the main issue has to do with poverty and the bad quality of basic education," says Simon Schwartzman, senior researcher at the Institute of Studies of Work and Society in Rio de Janeiro. 

"People who are poor don't have access to good education; they have more difficulty in having access, in particular to the more prestigious courses. It is a question of poverty not of race. 

"There are good reasons to be against race quotas in Brazil - I don't think it makes any sense at all. For people who are poor and didn't have a good education, I think there is a good argument for that, provided you do it properly. 

"You can not force a racial identity in a population where a large percentage of the population don't have a clear racial identity and don't want that. If you look at the population and ask people 'what is your race?' - many people won't know exactly what to answer. 

"That is not to say that you don't have prejudice, that the fact that you are black you don't suffer, because you do. You should do specific things about that, but not to institute a kind of national policy based on race," Mr Schwartzman says. 

For a future generation of students this complicated question has still to be finally resolved. 

A long-debated law on racial equality only recently passed an important stage in congressional approval by avoiding controversial issues such as quotas. 

It appears the final word may be left to the country's Supreme Court which is due to give its views on the matter in the year ahead. 
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	Nine survive Brazil jungle crash 
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The C-98 usually carries passengers and cargo over short distances
An Indian tribe in Brazil has found at least nine survivors after a plane came down deep in the Amazon jungle, the Brazilian air force says.
Two people - a crew member and a passenger - are as yet unaccounted for. 

The plane made a forced landing on the Itui river on Thursday morning. Members of the Matis tribe found the craft the next morning and notified authorities. 

The Cessna C-98 Caravan was carrying four crew and seven government medics involved in a vaccination campaign. 

The survivors were airlifted to Cruzeiro do Sul in the Brazilian state of Acre, the health ministry said. They were said to be in good condition. 

The latest reports from the air force said two people were missing. An earlier statement said one person was believed to have died. 

Jungle find
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The plane issued a distress signal an hour after it left Cruzeiro do Sul at 0830 local time (1230 GMT) on Thursday. 

The air force had dispatched eight planes - including one with thermal sensors - as part of the search effort, but had failed to locate the plane. 

By mid-morning on Friday, members of the Matis tribe told the National Indian Foundation (Funai) that they had found the plane "in the middle of the Amazon jungle". 

They said it came down on the river between the Matis village of Aurelio and Rio Novo in the Muruga tribal area. 

The area is home to a handful of Indian tribes who have little contact with the outside world. 

The Cessna was en route to Tabatinga, in the state of Amazonas, when it went missing. The cause of the crash is not known. 
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	Venezuela step closer to Mercosur 
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The Brazilian president is visiting Venezuela this week
Brazil's Senate Foreign Relations Committee has approved Venezuela's request to join the South American trade bloc Mercosur.
The committee voted by 12 to five in favour of Venezuela's application, and the proposal will now go before the Senate to gain full approval. 

Paraguay's parliament must also approve Venezuela's membership before it will be allowed to join Mercosur. 

Venezuela has been trying to join the bloc for three years. 

The country officially teamed up with Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay as part of their Mercosur trading bloc in July 2006. 

But, so far, its membership has only been approved by the Uruguayan, Argentine and Venezuelan parliaments. 

Correspondents say a rejection by Brazil's Foreign Relations Committee would have been severely embarrassing for the Brazilian President, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who is visiting Venezuela this week. 

Mercosur was established in March 1991. 
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	Trade bloc's unease over Chavez 

	By Robert Plummer 
Business reporter, BBC News 
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Some do not want Hugo Chavez to take centre stage in Mercosur
Venezuela's combative President Hugo Chavez is used to dividing international opinion. But even by his standards, the wrangle over his role in South America's biggest free-trade alliance is pretty impressive.
Venezuela officially teamed up with Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay as a full member of their Mercosur trading bloc in July 2006. 

At the time, Mr Chavez called the move "historic" and said Venezuela's "road to liberation" lay with Mercosur. 

Yet more than three years later, its status is still in limbo, as the club's existing members struggle to ratify the newcomer's application. 

So far, Venezuela's membership bid has been approved by the leaders of all five states and by the Uruguayan, Argentine and Venezuelan parliaments. 

However, it has still to be ratified by the Brazilian and Paraguayan legislatures. 

On the first anniversary of the agreement to make Venezuela a Mercosur partner, Mr Chavez warned both countries that he would withdraw his membership request unless they backed it within three months. 

But that turned out to be an empty threat, followed by two more years of stalling. 

Harvesting votes?
Now, finally, Brazil's Congress appears to be slouching towards a decision. 

On Thursday, the 19-member foreign relations committee of the Senate in Brasilia voted to approve Venezuela's membership of Mercosur.
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MERCOSUR MEMBERS 

Full members: Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay

Full member pending ratification: Venezuela

Associate members: Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru
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Profile: Mercosur 
However, it will have to be approved by the full Senate before it can take effect. 

A rejection would have been severely embarrassing for the Brazilian President, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, since he is visiting Venezuela on Thursday and Friday. 

He and Mr Chavez are paying a joint visit to the Orinoco region to witness the soya harvest. 

The two leaders also plan to sign an agreement on a refinery project that is the product of a joint venture between their countries' state-owned oil firms, PDVSA and Petrobras. 

According to the Venezuela-Brazil Chamber of Commerce Federation, bilateral trade is booming. Brazil has its healthiest foreign trade surplus with Venezuela ($5.7bn), while the volume of trade has more than tripled in the past five years. 

Democracy fears
So if Brazil is deriving clear economic benefits from closer ties with Venezuela, why has it been so slow to endorse its neighbour's application to join Mercosur? 

Well, the answer lies in a clause that requires all member countries to be democracies. 

After measures taken by the Venezuelan government to close one TV station (RCTV) and investigate another (Globovision), some in the Brazilian Congress doubt Mr Chavez's democratic credentials. 
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Hugo Chavez and Lula are on good terms
Eduardo Azeredo, who heads the Senate committee that is due to vote on Venezuela's membership, acknowledged as much in an interview with a leading Caracas newspaper, El Universal, earlier this year. 

Sen Azeredo said there were fears that government control of the press in Venezuela "could weaken democracy". 

"We know what is happening with Globovision," he added. "That is why Brazil's position is cautious and fearful." 

Sen Azeredo criticised what he called the Venezuelan government's "interference in the economy" and described the country's wave of nationalisations as "a form of going back in time". 

He warned that existing members of Mercosur did not want the bloc to be used for "personal or ideological projects" - a view echoed by Brazil's Estado de S Paulo newspaper, which cautioned that Mr Chavez would not "rule out making Mercosur an instrument for his political objectives and a weapon for his conquests". 

'Respect the rules'
However, those who back Venezuelan membership of Mercosur say that the best way to strengthen the country's democracy is to bring it into the fold. 

Even some of the president's fiercest domestic political opponents are in favour of approving the application. 

They include Antonio Ledezma, who beat Mr Chavez's candidate in the race to become mayor of Caracas, only to see his power eroded by the creation of a special capital district with its own unelected head. 

Mr Ledezma said Mercosur would be in a position to require Mr Chavez to "respect the protocols related to the golden rules of democracy", adding that it was important that Mr Chavez was not "isolated". 
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President Lugo leads a minority administration in Paraguay
But whatever happens in the Brazilian Senate, the final hurdle for Venezuela's Mercosur membership is likely to be the most difficult of all to clear. 

Paraguay is perhaps the most sensitive of all Mercosur countries to the issue of democratic legitimacy, since the democracy clause in the trade bloc's constitution was adopted after the failure of a coup attempt in Paraguay in 1996. 

The Paraguayan Senate has no current plans to debate Venezuela's application, since President Fernando Lugo's Patriotic Alliance for Change has a minority in both houses of Congress and knows that it is unlikely to win the opposition over. 

At this rate, Paraguay might not ratify Venezuela's status until 2013, when the next congressional elections are due. That would push an already protracted process into the realms of outright farce. 
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	Honduras takes Brazil to UN court 
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President Zelaya has been living in the Brazilian embassy since 21 September
The interim government of Honduras has taken Brazil to court for allowing ousted President Manuel Zelaya to remain in its embassy.
Mr Zelaya has been inside the embassy since he secretly returned from a three-month exile on 21 September. 

At the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Honduran officials said Mr Zelaya had threatened the "peace and internal public order of Honduras". 

Brazil said the interim government had no authority to lodge such proceedings. 

The interim government wants the court to order Brazil to stop providing refuge for Mr Zelaya. 

'Illegal activities'
Mr Zelaya was sent into exile on 28 June after trying to hold a non-binding vote on whether a constituent assembly should be set up to look at rewriting the constitution. 

His opponents said his actions were in violation of the constitution and aimed at removing the current one-term limit on presidents - a charge Mr Zelaya has denied. 

Brazil said the case had no basis as the current government, led by Roberto Micheletti, was illegitimate. 

"The de facto Honduran government has no legitimacy to lodge a lawsuit at the International Court of Justice," a Foreign Ministry spokesman in Brasilia said. 

Proceedings at the UN court usually take years to settle, but "provisional measures" can be handed down much faster if requested, as Honduras is considering doing, according to Reuters news agency. 

In its filing, Honduras requested the court declare that Brazil did not have the right to allow its Tegucigalpa embassy to be used to promote "manifestly illegal activities" by Honduran citizens. 

Honduran elections are due on 29 November, with Mr Zelaya's term of office due to end at the end of January. 
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	Head-to-head: What next for US economy? 
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John Silvia (left) debates with fellow economist Mark Perry

Official data has indicated that the US economy has come out of recession, but analysts warn the continuing recovery will be slow.
Here we bring together two US economists with differing views to discuss what is likely to happen next. 

John Silvia is chief economist at Wells Fargo in Charlotte, North Carolina. He sees disappointment ahead for US workers and consumers, with a long-term decline in living standards. 

Mark Perry is professor of economics at the University of Michigan-Flint and currently visiting economist at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington. He is more optimistic, expecting a resilient economy to produce job growth by late 2010 and deliver low prices for consumers. 



Some fear US growth will fall when President Barack Obama's $787bn (£480bn) fiscal stimulus package comes to an end. What about the possibility of a "double-dip" recession, with a return to economic contraction?
John Silvia: I do not see the case for a double-dip or W-shaped recession/recovery. 

Historically, the double dip of 1980-82 was driven by a sharp change in monetary policy. 

This recovery is being led by federal spending and gradual recovery in consumer spending and business investment. I do not expect the Obama administration to make any drastic turn in fiscal policy. 

In addition, low inflation will stay and allow the Fed to maintain low short-term rates, with only a limited decline in the balance sheet. 

Mark Perry: I think the recession ended in June and I also see no chance of a double-dip recession. There will be strong growth in the third quarter (3.5% to 4%) and fourth quarter (4% to 5%), with more moderate growth in 2010, about 2.5% to 3%. 

Without some kind of policy blunder, which is unlikely, there will be no double-dip. 

Most of the fiscal stimulus hits next year, which will help economic growth. 

We will have a "jobless recovery" again through 2010, as we did following the 1990-1991 and 2001 recessions. The unemployment rate is set to remain at 9.8% to 10% through mid-2010, gradually coming down below 9.5% by the end of 2010. 

There is only a moderate risk of inflation, which should stay below 2% through next year. 

Some signs of consumer recovery are already evident. Air travel was up in September and traffic volume has been up for several months in a row. 

Strong global recovery in emerging markets such as China, Brazil, India will help to support the US recovery. 

John Silvia: Strong growth in the second half of this year will give way to 2.4% growth in 2010, as we see the stimulus waning in the first half of next year. But the jobless recovery will set up both economic and political conflicts. 

The jobless recovery suggests disappointing gains in personal income and spending, as many households realise that their standard of living has been diminished. 

At the same time, state and local government budget constraints will continue to tighten as income and sales tax revenues remain disappointing. 

Again, the jobless recovery and the Fed's caution suggests the weak housing market will continue. Local governments face a two-year-plus period of minimum gains in property tax revenues - and therefore an inability to deliver on local education expectations. 

Unemployment and large federal deficits will mean Democratic losses in Congress of 30-plus seats in the House of Representatives and three seats in the Senate in the 2010 mid-term elections. 

On top of that, the dollar will continue to decline and America's standard of living will continue to decline relative to other nations. 

Mark Perry: I think the dollar's decline will stabilise before it can damage the economy and cause any decline in US standards of living. 

The money supply has been flat this year for both M1 and M2, suggesting that the decline in the dollar today results from monetary stimulus in 2008, but that ended almost a year ago. 

Since early 2009, the money supply has grown by only 1% to 2%, which will put a bottom on how far the dollar can fall. Also, the strength in foreign currencies relative to the dollar will help boost US exports - and make a positive contribution to real GDP this year and next year. 

The global rebound and recovery will also help stimulate US exports and will help the US economy in ways that didn't happen previously. Global strength will help lift the US economy out of recession this year and next year. 

Meanwhile, the stock market will continue to rise, because of huge productivity gains from the reduction in labour force, along with continued increases in output in the third and fourth quarters of 2009. Corporate profits will also rise, boosting stocks. 

The housing market is coming back, with sales gains even now in places such as Florida and California. With house prices rising, the housing market will continue to improve, construction will pick up next year, and all of this will offset some of the effects of the weak job growth. 

Low and stable interest rates moving forward, with low moderate inflation, will help the housing market and keep corporate and consumer borrowing costs low, providing momentum to growth. 

John Silvia: I agree on the forward momentum. My issue is that the pace will be disappointing to a society and political class that has made significant promises in health care and education that will not be deliverable with just moderate growth. 

Middle-income and low-income families will see their standard of living below their expectations. 

There will be growth, yes, but not enough to keep voters happy. Attempts to provide that standard of living depend on protectionism for jobs, dollar depreciation and continued foreign financial support. 

Mark Perry: Passing health care legislation, at least the public option part, is looking less and less likely to me, so that issue could be dead by the end of the year. 

With falling prices for just about everything (clothing, food, air travel, housing, cell phone service, prescription drugs etc and historically low interest rates for home and car purchases), there has never been a better time to be a consumer in America, and that will offset some of the income losses. Also, job growth by end of 2010 will help boost confidence and incomes. 

The US economy is resilient, and that goes for workers, consumers and companies. A strong economic recovery might surprise everybody. 

Emerging from a deep recession will make the economy leaner, more productive and stronger, offsetting the headwinds mentioned by John. 
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	Brazil to probe its military past 

	By Jan Rocha 
Sao Paulo 
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President Lula is set to make a formal announcement on 9 December
Twenty four years after the military left power in Brazil, the government is to create a Truth Commission to investigate crimes committed by the security forces between 1964 and 1985.
Brazil is the only country in Latin America which has not investigated deaths, disappearances and torture which took place during its dictatorship, or put alleged perpetrators on trial. 

Although the number of victims is far smaller than those who died during military rule in neighbouring Argentina and Chile, nearly 500 people were killed or disappeared in Brazil. Thousands more were tortured, exiled or deprived of their political rights. 

All attempts to bring people to justice have foundered on the blanket provisions of the 1979 Amnesty Law. 

This not only authorised the release of political prisoners and the return of exiled opponents, but amnestied all political crimes and "connected crimes", which was understood to mean torture. 

Now, just a year before he leaves office, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has decided to set up a commission to investigate crimes committed during the dictatorship. Several of his ministers were themselves arrested and tortured by the military. 

Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Brazil's representative on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, said that President Lula would formally announce his decision on 9 December. 

The terms of the truth commission, its members and its powers, are not yet known. 

"Democracy cannot be consolidated unless the torture, disappearances and executions are faced and investigated," said Mr Pinheiro, who has also been UN rapporteur for human rights in Burundi and Burma. 

Contradictory signs
President Lula's decision is believed to have been influenced by the decision of some of the victims' families to take their cases to the Inter-American Court of Justice. 
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The 1964 coup was bloodless but heralded two decades of military rule
Recently, government advertisements have appeared on TV appealing for anyone with information or documents about events during the dictatorship to come forward. 

While some government files have been declassified, campaigners say the armed forces still hold other files that contain key information on the fate of those who disappeared. 

Military chiefs deny this, saying all their files had been burned or destroyed. 

Opinion in President Lula's coalition government is divided on the issue of pursuing those responsible for military-era crimes. While some ministers have said those who tortured and killed should be held to account, others are opposed to this. 

Defence Minister Nelson Jobim has said the efforts by families and torture survivors to obtain justice amounted to "revenge". 

The government recently extended the Secrecy Law, so that government files considered sensitive can be kept from public view for 60 years. 

These contradictory signs indicate that the government's purpose in setting up a truth commission is far from clear, and therefore its results are uncertain. 
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There is a need to come to terms with these periods and not leave unfinished busines 

Priscilla Hayner
Director, Internatinal Center for Transitional Justice
For the families of the 140 Brazilians who disappeared during the dictatorship, the commission would be a final chance to find out what happened to them. 

Laura Petit, now in her 60s, has spent the past 30 years searching for her sister and two brothers who were members of a rural guerrilla movement in the Amazon region of Araguaia in the early 1970s. 

Sixty men and women of the Maoist-inspired Communist Party of Brazil disappeared after being surrounded and killed or captured by the army. 

So far she has only found the remains of her sister. 

"We want justice, it is our right," said Ms Petit. 

For Suzana Lisboa, whose husband, a student leader, was tortured to death in prison, the commission will only be worthwhile if it has free access to the information in the archives. 

"There can be no reconciliation without the recognition of what happened," she said. 

Edson Teles, whose parents were tortured and killed during the dictatorship, believes that in revealing the past, the commission could avoid it being repeated. 

Torture, he said, was still being practised in Brazil's police stations, with impunity. 

No explanations
Experts on truth commissions around the world, who met last week in Sao Paulo, said the success of the Brazilian initiative would depend on whether it was given the power to subpoena witnesses and access military files. 

"There is a need to come to terms with these periods and not leave unfinished business," said Priscilla Hayner, director of the International Center for Transitional Justice in Geneva, who has studied all 45 such commissions. 

"The right to know the truth is increasingly being recognised in international law." 

Ms Hayner acknowledged that while Brazil has never had a truth commission, some steps had been taken. 

A government committee has been paying compensation to people who suffered exile or imprisonment during the military regime, including President Lula himself. 

Individual families have begun lawsuits against alleged torturers. 

But many families remain scarred, still not knowing what happened to their relatives, nor why. 

The family of Manoel Fiel Filho, a factory worker who was arrested and tortured to death in 1976, said they were only allowed to mourn him for a short while, in silence, before his coffin was taken to a cemetery and buried by strangers. 

They were given no explanations and kept under constant surveillance. 
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	Rio plays to win at 2016 Olympics 

	By Bill Wilson 
Business reporter, BBC News 
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Rio de Janeiro enjoyed a long party after clinching the Olympics
Swimsuit-clad revellers on Copacabana Beach waved green, yellow and blue flags and partied through the night when Rio de Janeiro pulled off its marvellous feat of winning the 2016 Olympic Games.
In Copenhagen, where the decision was announced, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva burst into tears of joy, as did football legend Pele and most of the Brazilian delegation in the Danish capital. 

Among them was Eduardo Paes, the mayor of the "Marvellous City", perhaps best-known around the world for its annual carnival which attracts two million people every year. 

But now, more than three weeks on, the confetti has been cleared away, eyes dried, and the hard work begins of delivering the games, with all the logistical and infrastructure work that involves. 

'Big changes'
Equally important for Rio is using one of the world's biggest sporting events to economically boost the city and nation. 

"It can mean big changes for the city," Mr Paes, a smartly-dressed 39-year-old enthused to the BBC.
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RIO ECONOMIC FACTS 

42% of Brazilian GDP in a 350km radius around the city

141km of railways and 42km of subway lines

One seaport, three commercial airports

47% of Brazilian market cap based in Rio

Major firms based there include Petrobas, Vale, Rede Globo, Oi

Source: City of Rio
"When someone wins an Olympic games they get asked - 'what are you going to do to change the city?' 

"We look to the Barcelona games as an example. There was one Barcelona before the Olympic games, and another one after the games." 

Those Barcelona games in 1992 saw the coastal city transformed, including its dock areas, in a process that Rio hopes to emulate. 

'Football asset'
Like the Catalan capital, Rio is determined to parcel together much-needed city projects with its infrastructure work for the games, as part of an overall games budget of $15bn (£9bn). 

"The city of Rio's masterplan is the games' masterplan, and the games' masterplan is the city's masterplan," insists Mr Paes, surrounded by a retinue of city officials. 

"We are talking about a lot of projects that we were already going to carry out, such as port renewal, which is already receiving investment. 

"Other projects already in the pipeline include the upgrading of transport infrastructure, with an improved metro system."
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Holding the football World Cup is seen as an advantage for 2016
And the mayor - visiting London, Barcelona and Athens to collect advice on hosting an Olympics - believes holding the football World Cup in 2014 will be an advantage. 

"It is an asset hosting the World Cup two years before the Olympics," he insists. 

"It means a lot of structures are going to be in place before 2016 - for example Rio will host the World Cup media centre, world governing body Fifa, and many important games." 

'Public money'
He says the fact the city will already be developing its infrastructure by 2014 gave it an advantage in its battle with Madrid, Chicago and Tokyo to host the 2016 games. 

"It showed the International Olympic Committee that we would be ready on time," says the ebullient mayor, who took over the city reins in January this year. 
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"The city is used to hosting great events," says Mr Paes
"The other difference between our bid and other cities is that we have access to guaranteed public money, we are not relying just on private money." 

The public money has come as the Brazilian economy has grown, and the country largely avoided being dragged into the recent global financial crisis. 

"Our banking system did fairly well during the recent international crisis compared to some other countries," says Mr Paes. 

"Our economy has been traditionally unstable, but the economic basis of the country is good now," adds the former Rio secretary for tourism. 

One of things that reportedly helped sway the games in Rio's favour was a World Bank projection which forecast Brazil as the world's number five economy by 2016. 

City of contrasts
Mr Paes said that after the games he envisaged the country being more wealthy, with more inward investment, more tourism, and more employment opportunities. 

As well as the tourism industry and infrastructure - including hotels and conference centres - the construction, media, entertainment, finance, fashion and design, and IT industries are also hoping to see a major benefit.
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Rio will welcome thousands of tourists during the 2016 games
But the mayor admits everything is not perfect in the fast-growing metropolis, which is home to both chic apartments and the deprived favellas, or shanty towns. 

"There are a lot of contrasts in Rio, there are poor areas and with problems in their infrastructure. 

"The games offers an opportunity to narrow the gap between rich and poor by 2016." 

He adds: "We never hid from problems during the bid process. We told people our problems and how we are facing them. 

"We still have got a lot of work to do, and a long way to go. We are sure the policies we are bringing to Rio will help everyone." 

'Business friendly'
And it is hoped that the World Cup and Olympics will kick-start a number of different economic sectors. 

"Rio hosts headquarters of leading Brazilian companies in oil and gas, mining, media and telecommunications," says Mr Paes. 

"We have a modern creative industry cluster, and one of the most qualified work forces in the country. 

"Ahead of the Olympics we are working to make Rio more business friendly, and also providing incentives and support to all those who intend to do business in Rio." 

As well as hosting the two biggest sporting events in the world, Rio hosted the Pan American games in 2007, and in 2011 will host the Military World Games. 

Safety issues
Despite attracting these major international events, the city hit the global headlines for the wrong reasons recently, after violent clashes between police and gang members which left at least 12 dead. 

"We are not worried about delivering a safe games," insists Mr Paes. 

"We hosted the Pan American games safely, and we host the carnival - with two million people - every year.
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Mr Paes says Olympic venues will not stand idle after 2016
"We still have a lot of problems, but things will be much more peaceful and secure by 2016." 

Another potential problem that faces all hosts is the burden of maintenance costs for idle venues in the post-Olympics period. 

But the mayor says: "Our new venues will allow us to expand different sports - apart from football - in our country, and allow us to hold sport programmes for 700,000 city children." 

He says the city is already working on the future sustainability of venues and stadiums, and how they could be used by young people. 

"Rio is used to holding great events," says Mr Paes. 

"Things are going right in our country - we are sure we can deliver a fantastic games." 
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	Rio police transfer 'drug barons' 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Brazilian police are involved in a major crackdown against Rio's drug gangs
Brazilian police have moved 10 men seen as leading drug traffickers from a jail in Rio de Janeiro to a high security prison in another part of the country.
The move comes as Rio police hunt for members of drug gangs who shot down a police helicopter last Saturday, killing three officers. 

A week of gang violence in the city's shanty towns has left 40 people dead. 

The authorities reportedly believe orders for attacks are coming from gang leaders who have already been jailed. 

It is commonplace for gang leaders in Brazil to continue to direct criminal activity from inside jail using mobile phones. 

It seems the authorities hope that by moving the prisoners, it will help to bring the latest outbreak of violence in the city under control. 

The ten men were moved amid tight security from a jail in the west of Rio de Janeiro to a maximum security prison in the state of Mato Grosso do Sul where, initially at least, they will be held in isolation. 

Peace protests
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A peace protest was held at the world famous Copacabana beach
Last Saturday, an attempt by one drug gang to take over a shanty town - or favela - controlled by another faction sparked a week of deadly violence. 

In what is thought to have been an unprecedented action, a police helicopter was shot down, killing three of those on board. 

The authorities in Rio appear determined to track down those behind the attack. 

As the violence continues, a demonstration was held on Saturday on the world famous Copacabana beach calling for peace. 

Protesters dressed in black and wearing white masks - suggesting they were corpses - lay in supermarket trolleys simulating the way one murder victim was found earlier this week. 

The man had apparently been tortured before being killed. A graphic picture of onlookers - including children - standing beside his body was used in newspapers in Brazil and around the world. 

Despite the calls for peace, intense gun battles in Rio on Friday between drug traffickers and police caused panic among residents near the shanty town of Vila Cruzeiro in the north of city. 

There is no sign yet of an end to this sustained and deadly period of violence. 
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	Rio police apology after killing 

	By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Sao Paulo 
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Brazilian police are involved in a major crackdown against Rio's drug gangs
An investigation has begun after two policemen in Rio de Janeiro apparently let robbers walk away after shooting a man, who later died.
It is also claimed the officers failed to help the victim. 

Video footage from the street appears to show the officers removing items from the victim, which were never registered as stolen. 

The police in the city have apologised and an official spokesman for the force has also been removed from his job. 

The state governor accused the spokesman of "acting like a lawyer" for the officers during a television interview. 

This controversy comes at a time when police in the Brazilian city are involved in a major operation against drug traffickers, after one of their helicopters was brought down by gunfire last weekend. 

At least 30 people have died as a result of the offensive since last Saturday. 

Stolen property
The man who was shot and fatally wounded in the robbery last weekend was Evandro da Silva, a co-ordinator with the widely-respected charity, AfroReggae, which works to help young people in Rio's shanty towns. 

Video footage from street cameras at the crime scene shows a police car arriving almost immediately afterwards, and pursuing the two robbers. 

It appears the two suspects were captured but a short time later at least one of them can be seen walking away. 

It seems nothing was done to help Mr da Silva as he lay dying. 

The video shows a police officer putting the items which were stolen from the victim - his jacket and shoes - into the back of the patrol car. 

According to Brazil's TV Globo, the items taken from the scene were never registered as stolen property. 

A friend of the dead man has also alleged that he found him alive 50 minutes after the shooting but two officers at the scene refused to help. 
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	More die amid Rio slum violence 
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A major police operation is under way in several shantytowns
Violence has continued to grip several shantytowns in Rio de Janeiro where at least 32 people have been killed since Saturday, Brazilian officials say.
The fighting erupted at the weekend when a police helicopter was shot down by suspected drug traffickers. 

Gun battles have since erupted between drug gangs and hundreds of heavily armed police deployed to find those behind the attack. 

The violence comes just weeks after Rio was chosen to stage the 2016 Olympics. 

Feuding between rival drug gangs across several shantytowns in the north of Rio that began on Saturday seems to have started a grim sequence of events that has yet to reach a conclusion, says the BBC's Brazil correspondent Gary Duffy. 

Hundreds of officers are combing various shanty towns to find those responsible for bringing down a police helicopter and causing the deaths of three officers. 

Several people were reported to have died in confrontations with the police on Wednesday. 

However, the official version of events is often challenged by local people, our correspondent notes. 

The authorities insist the latest violence should have no bearing on Rio's ability to stage the Olympic Games in 2016. 
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	'Crime rules our attitudes and our lives' 
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Days of violence in the slums of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, have left 21 people dead.
The violence was sparked by the shooting down of a police helicopter by gunmen on Saturday - three policemen were killed in the attack. 

Here, residents of Rio de Janeiro react to the violent clashes in their city and express their concerns over whether it will impact on the image of a city preparing to host the World Cup and the Olympics. 

CARLOS RABELLO, RIO DE JANEIRO
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I live in the north of the city, near where much of the violence has been taking place. 

A lot of businesses closed down in the area due to the violence and many are still closed. 

Unfortunately we are very used to this and a lot of these kind of occurrences are normal. 

However, it is awful to see people worrying about security in Rio only because we are about to prepare to host the Olympics and receive tourists. 

Our government does not care if an average of 40,000 Brazilians die every year, but they worry over whether one tourist will possibly be killed. 

Our government does not care if Rio is like a warzone, it only cares about the image it conveys to the international public. 
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Are Brazilians worth less than tourists? Is our image to the international public more important than our everyday security? 

It seems that the international public also does not care about the bad conditions of this country. They only care about their security as tourists. 

But that is ok, because this country is not really their concern. Nevertheless this should not be the attitude of a government towards its own countrymen. 

Are Brazilians worth less than tourists? Is our image to the international public more important than our everyday security? 

Of course we can prepare a beautiful fantasy for the Olympics. 

We may make the city rather secure, clean and structured just for receiving guests and to show how "developed" we are to the rest of the world. 

For Brazilians however, once the Olympics end, it is highly likely that everything will return to the way it was before: mass killings and widespread insecurity - just as it is now. 

S HENRIKSEN, SAQUAREMA, RIO DE JANEIRO
We all know what an enormous security problem the crime-ridden favelas [slums] pose. 

However, during the last few years it seems like the normally passive politicians have braced themselves and decided to finally do something about the escalating gang problem. 

Increased policing and more money spent on new police stations, as well as investments in schools and infrastructure have in my opinion radically improved security in most of Rio. 

No doubt this extra effort will be increased leading up to the Olympics.

LINA RAQUEL DE OLIVEIRA MARINHO, RIO DE JANEIRO
I have been living in Rio de Janeiro for two months now. Despite this little period of time here, my husband and I have already been affected by the violence. 

I had my cell phone stolen downtown, near one of the most famous churches in Rio de Janeiro, Candelaria, where there was a gunfight between beggars and homeless people. 
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We must accept that crime rules our attitudes and our lives 

The real impact of all of this on our lives is that we are ruled by the crime. 

We are not allowed to behave and act naturally in public areas, because the security system is corrupt and so we must accept that crime rules our attitudes and our lives. 

Hosting the World Cup and the Olympics will not be easy, that is for sure. 

People from all over the world will have simple problems like using their phones in public or stopping to change a flat tire, for fear of being robbed. 

KIM MIGUEZ, RIO DE JANEIRO
It's important to remember that the street violence is limited to the favelas [slums]. 

The Olympics will be held away from these areas and personally I think the terrible traffic jams we have to deal with every day will affect the Games more than any violence. 

However these kinds of incidents are undoubtedly bad for Rio's image. 

This is a shame because it's a fantastic and beautiful city.
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	Honduras crisis talks stall again 
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Mr Zelaya has been in Brazil's embassy since returning in September
The latest talks on the political crisis in Honduras have stalled with both sides still at odds over the fate of ousted President Manuel Zelaya.
A spokesman for Mr Zelaya, who was exiled in June, said the interim government's proposals were insulting. 

Interim leader Roberto Micheletti accused Mr Zelaya's side of promoting "an agenda of insurrection". 

The stumbling block is whether Mr Zelaya can return to the presidency ahead of November's elections. 

Mr Zelaya, who slipped back into Honduras in September, is insisting he be allowed to serve out his remaining weeks in office before the presidential election on 29 November. 

The interim government has proposed that the country's Supreme Court and Congress should submit official proposals to the negotiating commission on Mr Zelaya's possible reinstatement. 

The Supreme Court was the body that ordered Mr Zelaya to be removed from office in June, arguing that he had violated the constitution. Congress overwhelmingly backed this. 

Curbs lifted
Negotiator Victor Meza, speaking for Mr Zelaya, said the interim government was obstructing progress. 

"We're not going to meet again until we have a constructive and serious proposal [from Micheletti]," Mr Meza said. 

Talks, while not broken off, were stalled, he said. 

Meanwhile, the interim government has now lifted an emergency decree that had curbed civil liberties, although it continued to accuse Mr Zelaya of trying to destabilise Honduras. 

"Unfortunately, in recent days, ex-President Zelaya and his followers have promoted an agenda of insurrection in the country," a statement from the interim authorities said. 

A pro-Zelaya television channel and radio station, which had their offices closed and equipment confiscated, went back on air on Monday after the measures were officially rescinded. 

Mr Zelaya was sent into exile on 28 June after trying to hold a vote on whether a constituent assembly should be set up to look at rewriting the constitution. 

The vote was deemed in violation of the constitution by the Supreme Court. 

Mr Zelaya's opponents accused him of trying to lift the current ban on presidential re-election to remain in office - a charge he has repeatedly denied. 

Some commentators point out that a new constitution allowing presidential re-election was unlikely to have been ready before January 2010, when Mr Zelaya's term was due to end. 
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	Science to 'stop age clock at 50' 

	By Michelle Roberts 
Health reporter, BBC News 
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Advertisement

Professor Eileen Ingham explains the main aims of the project 

Centenarians with the bodies of 50-year-olds will one day be a realistic possibility, say scientists.
Half of babies now born in the UK will reach 100, thanks to higher living standards, but our bodies are wearing out at the same rate. 

To achieve "50 active years after 50", experts at Leeds University are spending £50m over five years looking at innovative solutions. 

They plan to provide pensioners with own-grown tissues and durable implants. 

New hips, knees and heart valves are the starting points, but eventually they envisage most of the body parts that flounder with age could be upgraded. 
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To replace all donor tissue using this technology will take 30 to 50 years 

Material scientist Professor Christina Doyle

[image: image236.png]



Send us your comments 
The university's Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering has already made a hip transplant that should last for life, rather than the 20 years maximum expected from current artificial hips. 

The combination of a durable cobalt-chrome metal alloy socket and a ceramic ball or "head" means the joint should easily withstand the 100 million steps that a 50-year-old can be expected to take by their 100th birthday, says investigator Professor John Fisher. 

Meanwhile, colleague Professor Eileen Ingham and her team have developed a unique way to allow the body to enhance itself. 

The concept is to make transplantable tissues, and eventually organs, that the body can make its own, getting round the problem of rejection. 
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BODY PARTS BEING AGE-PROOFED 
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1. Scientists have developed transplantable tissues the body can make its own, tackling rejection. They have made heart valves using the technique

2. A hip has been made from a durable alloy socket and ceramic ball that should last for life, rather than the current 20 years

3. Similar techniques are being developed for artificial knees

4. Eventually scientists hope to make ligaments and tendons to replace old and damaged ones

5. Artificial blood vessels are also being developed

6. The NHS is looking into using the transplantable tissue methods on donor skin for burns patients

7. Researchers also hope to do the same for organs
So far they have managed to make fully functioning heart valves using the technique. 

It involves taking a healthy donor heart valve - from a human or a suitable animal, such as a pig - and gently stripping away its cells using a cocktail of enzymes and detergents. 

The inert scaffold left can be transplanted into the patient without any fear of rejection - the main reason why normal transplants wear out and fail. 

Once the scaffold has been transplanted, the body takes over and repopulates it with cells. 

Trials in animals and on 40 patients in Brazil have shown promising results, says Prof Ingham. 

They have licensed the technology to the NHS National Blood and Transplant Tissue Services so it can be used on any UK donated human tissue in the future. 

The NHS is already looking into using the method on donor skin for burns patients. 

Professor Christina Doyle of Xeno Medical, the medical device company that is developing the technologies under Tissue Regenix, said the holy grail was to remove the heavy reliance on donor organs. 

"That's where the technology will lead us eventually." 

But she said: "To replace all donor tissue using this technology will take 30 to 50 years. Each single product will need to be designed and tested individually." 

Prof Doyle said experts elsewhere were also working on similar regenerative therapies, but grown entirely outside of the body, to ensure that people can continue being as active during their second half-century as they were in their first. 
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Rio's slums have become centres of violence and criminal activity
Military police in Brazil are carrying out a manhunt in several slums in Rio de Janeiro to find the gunmen who shot down a police helicopter on Saturday.
Three policemen were killed in the attack, which led to two days of violence that left 21 people dead. 

The violence has sparked renewed concerns over Rio's preparedness to host the Olympic Games in 2016. 

Earlier, Brazil's president pledged to do everything to combat gang warfare, which has spiralled out of control. 
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When you have a conflict of this magnitude, the innocent people always pay the price 

President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
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'Crime rules our lives' 
"We will do anything it takes and make all necessary sacrifices so we can clean up the mess that these people are imposing on Brazil," President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva told reporters in Sao Paulo. 

"When you have a conflict of this magnitude, the innocent people always pay the price." 

President Lula also promised that the federal government would provide an additional $58m (£35m) to deal with the violence and provide the police with a bulletproof helicopter. 

Saturday's attack on the police helicopter, which came down and burst into flames after the pilot was hit in the leg by a bullet, followed an outbreak of fighting between rival drug gangs. 

Several buses were also set on fire during the worst outbreak of violence since the city was awarded the Games two weeks ago. 
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By Gideon Long 
BBC News, Santiago 
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The exercise will involve countries including France and the US
The Chilean Air Force is hosting a major joint military exercise this week in the Atacama Desert.
It will be joined by the air forces of the United States, Argentina, Brazil and France as they practise how to repel an enemy invasion. 

The exercise is being staged in the politically sensitive north of Chile, close to the disputed border with Peru. 

The show of military strength has sparked a diplomatic row between the two South American neighbours. 

[image: image245.png]



INTERNATIONAL FORCE 

Brazil: 50 people and its A-1 aircraft

US: 200 people along with F-15C, KC-135 and HC-130 aircraft 

France: Mirage 2000 aircraft, AEW and 100 people

Argentina: A-4AR and KC-130 aircraft and 80 people
The military operation, dubbed Salitre, is designed to simulate an invasion and then work out how to deal with it. 

According to the words of the Chilean Air Force, the aim is to force a country that has violated international rules to respect world order. 

Chileans have been careful to point out that the operation is purely fictitious, but for the Peruvians it is too close to reality for comfort. 

Troubled history
The two countries have been locked in a bitter border dispute since the late 19th century, when Chile defeated Peru in the War of the Pacific. 
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Operation Salitre will last until the end of October
The countries also disagree on their maritime border, and last year Peru took Chile to the international court in The Hague to seek a resolution. 

When the Peruvians heard about Operation Salitre, they described it as offensive and called for the exercise to be scrapped. 

The United States has been dragged into the dispute, and just last week the Chileans made minor adjustments to the scenario in a bid to appease their Peruvian neighbours. 

Diplomats in both Santiago and Lima have warned of a deterioration in ties. 

The Peruvians will be watching Operation Salitre closely this week to make sure the Chileans do not cause them further offence. 
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ActionAid says a child dies of hunger every six seconds
Brazil and China have been praised for their efforts to tackle hunger, in a development charity's report released to coincide with UN World Food Day.
But the ActionAid report criticises India and others countries for not doing enough to alleviate the problem. 

The agency also ranked rich countries, saying Luxembourg is trying hardest to end global hunger, while the US and New Zealand rank bottom. 

Studies estimate that one billion people are malnourished globally. 

That figure, given in studies by a number of think tanks and aid agencies, represents roughly one in seven of the world's population. 

ActionAid's report, Hunger Free, says hunger is "a choice that we make, not a force of nature". 

"Hunger begins with inequality," it says, and then grows because of "perverse policies that treat food purely as a commodity, not a right". 

"It is because of these policies that most developing countries no longer grow enough to feed themselves, and that their farmers are amongst the hungriest and poorest people in the world," says ActionAid. 

'Unacceptable'
Among the developing countries ranked, Brazil wins the top spot, with the aid agency praising President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's support for land reform and community kitchens for the poor. 

ActionAid said Brazil's success shows "what can be achieved when the state has both resources and political will to tackle hunger". 
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China is also praised for cutting the number of hungry by 58 million in 10 years through strong state support for smallholder farmers. 

But the report criticises economically liberal India where, it says, 30 million people have been added to the ranks of the hungry since the mid-1990s and 46% of children are underweight. 

It says hunger exists in India not because there is insufficient food, but because people cannot access it, and that the exploitation of natural resources has led to "horrific displacements" of people, pushing many into poverty. 

"When people are already on the brink of starvation this is simply unacceptable," it says. 

The report said some progress had been made, with a scheme to protect rural employment in the case of drought, but it needed to be implemented more effectively. 

Neighbouring Bangladesh is praised for reducing the number of chronically food-insecure people from 40 million to 27 million in the past 10 years and for improving childhood nutrition in the past two decades. 

But the report says Bangladesh has a long way to go to reduce overall malnutrition and build a sustainable agricultural system. 
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This scandal could easily be ended if all governments took determined action 

Anne Jellema, Action Aid
The Democratic Republic of Congo is at the bottom of the list, with 76% of the population listed "chronically hungry". 

The cost of foods is growing in the country, there has been very low investment in agriculture and the government offers no social protection. 

Robert Dekker, the World Food Programme's (WFP) DR Congo director, told the BBC that Congolese people live almost exclusively on a diet of cassava flour, which is low in nutritional value. 

He said health experts recommend adults eat 2,100 kilocalories a day for a healthy diet but in Congo the average is 1,650 a day. 

The BBC's Tomas Fessy, in the capital Kinshasa, says decades of war and neglect have meant there is no proper agricultural infrastructure in the country, while a poor road system makes it hard for people to reach food supplies. 

In Ethiopia, Action Aid says famine is "once again stalking" the country, as a result of continuing drought, a growing population and damaging land policies. 

Although the government has begun to introduce reforms, 7.5 million Ethiopians are classed as "food insecure". 

Biofuel 'invasion'
ActionAid also assessed richer, developed countries, praising those that have invested in agriculture in the developing world but criticising others that have promoted biofuels which, the report says, have displaced food crops. 
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Western demand for biofuel takes up valuable land in developing countries
It says Tanzania, Mozambique, Ghana and Ethiopia have seen an "invasion" of agrofuel producers from the West, using up land that could be used to grow food. 

The rankings are weighted to account for what ActionAid calls effort and progress, not just outcomes - that is how the winner in the rich country list is tiny Luxembourg, with all the Nordic countries close behind. 

New Zealand is at the bottom of the rich country list, accused of making particularly harsh cuts in its official aid to agriculture. 

And the US is second from last, described as "miserly" in its aid to developing world farmers. 

"The US owes a huge climate debt to developing countries and it must not delay in agreeing to find the finance to help developing countries adapt to climate change, and in signing up to a just global deal," said the report. ActionAid said the level of hunger in the world is "perhaps one of the most shameful achievements of recent history" and that there is no reason for anyone to go without food. 

"Every six seconds a child dies from hunger," said the charity's policy director, Anne Jellema. 

"This scandal could easily be ended if all governments took determined action." 

ACTION AID'S TOP TEN COUNTRIES FIGHTING HUNGER
Developing countries
Developed countries
1
Brazil
1
Luxembourg
2
China
2
Finland
3
Ghana
3
Ireland
4
Vietnam
4
Norway
5
Malawi
5
Denmark
6
Guatemala
6
Sweden
7
Uganda
7
Netherlands
=8
Gambia
8
United Kingdom
=8
Senegal
9
France
=8
Nigeria
9
Switzerland
SOURCE: ActionAid
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Fire ravages Brazil shanty town

At least 200 families are thought to have lost their homes after a fire swept through a shanty town in the west of the Brazilian city of Sao Paulo. 

Almost the entire district of Diogo Pires was engulfed in flames following a blaze on Sunday evening. 

Gary Duffy reports. 
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Bitter lives of Bolivia's child workers 

By Andres Schipani 
BBC News, Bermejo 
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Fiser's mother wants him to return to school some day
To see children's silhouettes at sunrise, bent as they chop canes with machetes, is to see the scale of poverty in Bolivia, where often every member of the family, no matter how young, has to work.
Fiser, 10, is one of Bolivia's many child labourers. 

"I am not going to school any more. I left it this year when I started working here," he tells me. 

His hands are covered in blisters and dark with a sticky dust after hours harvesting sugar cane. 

Child labour is illegal in Bolivia, but it is estimated that almost a third of the country's children and adolescents (320,000) work in extreme conditions; in the mines, Brazil nut plantations and the sugar cane fields. 

Boys like Fiser earn less than $5 a day during the six months or so that they work harvesting sugar cane, often from sunrise to sunset. 

Such work is considered one of the worst forms of child labour by international bodies such as the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the UN children's agency, Unicef. 

Ciro, 13, is typical. "I'd like to study or maybe work in something better, something lighter. But I work most of all for my family, my family is really poor so they have nothing and I need to help my six little brothers," he says. 

"I wake up at four in the morning and come out to work until six in the afternoon, sometimes until eleven at night. The work is really, really hard." 

Temporary migrants
Until recently, many farmers were moving away from sugar cane because they could get better, government-guaranteed prices for other crops, such as soya, rice and the local crop, coca - the raw material for cocaine. 
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The work is hard, very hard... I don't want to do this any more, but I have no choice 

Luis, 13
But now, the price of raw sugar is hitting highs not seen for nearly three decades and farmers are switching back to sugar cane. Whole families are moving across Bolivia to work in the fields. 

Sugar cane has a particular economic advantage: the harvest provides an income for a relatively extended period - roughly between April and November. 

It is a way of making a living in Bermejo, a poverty-stricken area of south-eastern Bolivia on the border with Argentina. 

Most of the heavy harvesting work is still done manually. Children aged between seven and 17 set crops alight to remove all unwanted foliage and then chop down the canes. Later, the top is cut off and the rest of the cane is stacked and loaded for transportation. 

Luis, 13, started working three years ago. 

"The work is hard, very hard, exhausting," he says. "The canes are heavy, cutting, chopping all day, last year I had a terrible back pain from work. I don't want to do this any more, but I have no choice." 
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High prices mean sugar is once again a sought after commodity
About 60% of the sugar cane harvesters are temporary migrants from Bolivia's poorest areas. They live in shacks that are little more than mud huts, or under blue tarpaulins on the edge of the sugar cane plantations. 

There is no hygiene; no privacy. As the local saying goes, they have "sweet canes but bitter lives". 

"It is not a secret that children of all ages work in different conditions, in different sectors in this country," says Unicef's Bolivia representative Gordon Jonathan Lewis. 

"As long as poverty exists, and the magnitude and the prevalence you have in a country like Bolivia, you will always have the need for children to contribute to households and local economies." 

But in the sugar cane harvest, the exploitation of child workers can be extreme, Mr Lewis adds. 

This view is echoed by Anastasio Rueda, a sugar cane trade union leader in Bermejo. 

"Sometimes the boss takes advantage of them because they are young, and treats them badly. There are accidents. And of course there are children who do not want to come to work because the job is harsh, but some parents force them to," he says. 

Forceful approach
Now, nearly 20 years after the Convention of the Rights of the Child was agreed, Unicef is trying a range of ways to tackle child labour. 

One is a "Child Labour Free" stamp for certain Bolivian products, like sugar. Together with Unicef, Bolivia's government has drawn up a plan to reduce child labour by 2015. 
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Angelica does not want her son to have her "rotten" life
"The plans exists, the public policies are in place, the legal framework is there but right now we really do need a much more forceful approach," Mr Lewis says. 

Some parents would prefer their children to be at school rather than in the fields. Unfortunately, money compels them to take their children into the fields with them. 

That is the case for Fiser's mother, Angelica, who is working alongside him. 

"He helps me a lot. He used to be at school but I need him to come to work with me, at least this year, then he can go back to school. Now we need the money so his little brothers can eat and go to school." 

Angelica knows about the harsh reality of child labour herself as she has been toiling in the cane fields for a pittance since she was 10. She is now 44. 

"Now he got used to work and he doesn't want to go back to school because he earns some petty cash and knows I need help," she says. 

"But I tell him, even if it is a huge effort, he has to study so he doesn't end up like me, old and working in the sugar cane harvest. The children should have that opportunity. We are rotten already." 
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Wallace Souza lost his parliamentary immunity when he was expelled
A Brazilian TV presenter accused of ordering killings to boost his programme's ratings has turned himself in to police after going on the run.
Authorities had been looking for Wallace Souza since he disappeared when an arrest warrant was issued. 

Mr Souza, also a former local politician, is accused of murder and drug trafficking offences. He denies the allegations. 

He enjoyed legislative immunity until stripped of a political post last week. 

"Souza turned himself in to the police this morning," a police spokesman in the Amazonas state capital, Manaus, told AFP news agency. 

'Removing rivals'
Mr Souza has insisted that the accusations were an attempt by rivals to smear him and that there was no evidence to back them. 

Authorities in the Amazonas region claim he ordered several killings in order to get rid of his rivals, while afterwards TV crews from his programme would mysteriously arrive at the crime scenes before the police, enabling them to secure graphic footage. 

Police are reported to have become suspicious about Mr Souza's programme last year, when a report showed the body of a suspected drug dealer burning in the woods long before police arrived. 

One of the arrest warrants described Mr Souza - a police officer whose career ended in disgrace - as the "mentor" of a gang that killed rival drug traffickers. 

He is accused of being part of a criminal grouping which includes 40 members who face charges of murder. 

Authorities say the former TV star's alleged crimes removed potential drug-trafficking rivals and also increased audience figures for his "Canal Livre" programme. 
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The Brazilian business is highly profitable for Santander
The Brazilian unit of Spanish banking giant Santander has raised 14.1bn reais (£5.1bn; $8.1bn) in the country's biggest share offering.
The flotation, in both Sao Paulo and New York, was the biggest in the world since Visa's offering in March 2008. 

It will use some of the proceeds to expand its branch network and install automatic teller machines. It will also boost its capital reserves. 

Santander is the third largest private-sector bank in Brazil by assets. 

It has a market share of about 10%, with just over 3,600 branches across the country, having expanded through six domestic takeovers over the past 12 years. 

High demand
The unit is one of Santander's most profitable businesses - making up about 20% of its total net income in the first half of 2009. 

The bank had increased the number of shares it put up for sale, to meet demand from investors. 

The previous largest initial public offering (IPO) in Brazil was that of credit card processor VisaNet in June. 

The high level of demand for the offer was seen as an indication that considerable interest had returned to the IPO market, analysts said. 
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By Vincent Dowd 
Reporter, BBC News 
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Walk through Gort in western Ireland any weekday morning and you see them standing around in twos and threes.
As many as 20 men will be waiting in the town square hoping someone - a farmer, builder or somebody simply needing to sort out their garden - will drive up to offer a day's work. 

The going rate is about 70 euros ($101.85; £64) a day. 

All the men are Brazilian, the employers Irish. But work here is in far shorter supply than even a year ago. 

More recent arrivals, who speak little or no English, may now find employment for just a couple of days a week. 

Good living
Henrique, 24, is luckier. 

He has been in Ireland for seven years, speaks good English and has regular work with a local builder. His compatriots followed on because they heard tales of plentiful work, but things have changed. 
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Employers worked hard to make life easier for the Latin Americans 
Henrique says he is still well-paid, earning 85 euros a day. If he does extra jobs in the evenings and over the weekends he can still make a good living, he says. 

But these days he is the exception. 

"This is the worst time I've seen in Ireland," he says. 

"But you have to keep going and try to get work. You can't just stop and stare at the sky." 

Gort's Latin Americans started arriving a decade ago, with almost all coming from a single big housing project near Anapolis in Brazil. 

The meat industry at Vila Fabril was in decline, while a meat plant in Gort desperately needed workers for the dirty and unpleasant jobs locals no longer wanted or needed. 

Opportunities
The first Brazilians were actively recruited to come to County Galway, and just a few years ago they made up almost half of the town's population. 

The plant in Gort has since closed, but the range of work to be had has diversified. 

The Brazilians worked on the land, in small factories, on building sites, in child care and in the town's shops. Most spoke only Portuguese, but soon acquired enough English to get by. 
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There's a lot of people who are going to go into destitution now 

Frank Murray
It seemed that almost everyone was guaranteed a ride on the Celtic Tiger of new-found prosperity. 

And if they were getting less pay than local people it was far better than being at home earning a pittance - or being unemployed. 

For the Irish it was an historic change. For decades young people had moved away and overseas in search of work. 

Then Ireland shifted to a high tech, knowledge-based economy and the dirty work went to others. 

Boom and bust
But about 18 months ago the Celtic Tiger lost its bounce. 

As a result, more than two-thirds of Gort's Brazilian population, which a couple of years ago was 1,500 strong, has left. 

More of them might go the same way this winter as seasonal work disappears. Perhaps a couple of hundred will remain - though if the Irish economy does not pick up next year that could fall again. 

Frank Murray is running a project for the Combat Poverty Agency to track what is happening in Gort as the economy shrinks. 

"Between 1999 and 2007 things were booming. Ireland couldn't get enough people to do the work," Mr Murray explains. 

"Some of those who came in were undocumented but blind eyes were turned. 
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Plenty of effort was taken to make Gort's Brazilians feel at home
"A lot of them did fantastically well and realised their dream. But it's the ones who arrived in the last two years who are finding it tough. 

"They had to borrow money to get here and they didn't have that first year or two to pay the money back and get on your feet. And there are no jobs around." 

Gort's Brazilians are unfailingly positive and polite; even the late-comers who have done much less well. 

Frank Murray, who has travelled a lot in Brazil, says at home they were victims of a rigid social hierarchy that trapped them in poverty. 

Returning home
Nonetheless Carlos and Wanda are leaving in December. 

For five years Carlos has supported his family as a painter and decorator. 

He and Wanda have a pleasant house on an estate that is 50% Brazilian, and though he admits he has lacked work this year he insists the years in Ireland have been good. 

Wanda says they have sent enough money home to enable them to establish a small business in Vila Fabril on their return. That would have been unthinkable before. 

Their 10-year-old son, John Victor, says he is ready to go but will miss playing hurling at school. 
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The meat plant that brought in Gort's new population has long since closed
Mr Murray says for those who arrived in the last two years their doubtful legal position is now a problem. 

"There's a lot of people who are going to go into destitution now," he says. 

"They don't have the ticket to get home. They don't have recourse to social benefits because they're undocumented. They're off every kind of radar." 

There has been very little social tension even as the Irish economy has slowed, though unemployment in the area has been rising sharply for the Irish too. 

But many of the Brazilians booking tickets home have attained a financial stability their own country was never going to offer them. 

They have also discovered it is not a law of nature that they will always be poor. 

That realisation echoes the experience not so long ago of many of the rural and small-town Irish with whom they have co-existed for a decade. 
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Honduran soldiers near the Brazilian embassy are imposing strict security 

Ousted President Manuel Zelaya has for more than a week been holed up in the Brazilian embassy in the capital Tegucigalpa. Bruno Garcez of BBC Brasil reports on the Honduran military blockade outside the mission.
President Zelaya was ousted from his position last June, for proposing a vote on constitutional change which his opponents said could have opened the way for him to run for a possible second term. 

He returned to Honduras covertly on 21 September and sought refuge in the Brazilian embassy along with an entourage of over 50 people. 

The interim government has been angered by the spectacle of Mr Zelaya being allowed freely to use the embassy premises to orchestrate his vigorous campaign for reinstatement. 

It says it has acted according to the law throughout this crisis, and has asked Brazil either to give Mr Zelaya formal political asylum or to hand him over. 

Because of tensions with Mr Zelaya's supporters, the government has instructed the military to routinely block people carrying in anything they consider might be used in a threatening manner against the authorities. 

Food only goes in once it has passed by sniffer dogs and has then been hand-searched by soldiers. 

Most diplomatic staff at the Brazilian embassy - as well as family members of Mr Zelaya - face these procedures on a daily basis. 

A few days ago, birthday cakes were being delivered to the Honduran first lady and were only allowed into the embassy after having been cut into several slices and approved by the soldiers' and their sniffer dogs. 

On another occasion, without any explanation, the soldiers prevented a blender from entering the compound, assuming perhaps that it would be used for something more sinister than mixing up your average milkshake. 

No mattresses
The military surrounding the embassy has also prevented mattresses and sleeping bags passing through the cordon, as well as quantities of alcohol from entering the building. 

Mr Zelaya's daughter, 24-year-old Hortensia, was with her parents when the ousted leader turned the embassy into his improvised headquarters, setting the scene for what has now turned into a plot that would not be out of place in a Latin American soap opera. 
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Hortensia Zelaya has spoke of harsh security being imposed at the embassy
Since she chose to leave the premises, in order to act as her father's go-between with the outside world, she has not always been allowed back in. 

Once, she passed through the first military checkpoint - there are currently three in place - but could not proceed any further, so was forced to hand over the takeaways of fried chicken, rice and soft drinks she had brought for her family and friends. 

"The situation inside [the embassy] is a bit harsh. People have no place to sleep, they are sleeping on the floor. 

"We have been trying to bring medicine and food, but it costs a great deal... [the soldiers] are even making the dogs sniff it," said Mr Zelaya's daughter. 

"And then the soldiers try to get their fingers in, to see if there is anything in there. It is terrible, but we do what we can." 

The government has now re-connected electricity and water supplies to the embassy, but the building is still without telephone lines. 

After initially having used tear gas against the Brazilian compound, in the first few days of the ousted president's stay, the interim government has since backtracked and lightened its tone. 

It now says that it will make no attempt to enter the embassy, even after a self-imposed deadline set for next Tuesday expires. 
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By Gary Duffy 
BBC News, Rio de Janeiro 
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Unrestrained jubilation worthy of a World Cup victory followed the Olympics decision

For the crowd waiting on Copacabana beach there was a momentary pause after the announcement that Rio had secured the 2016 Olympic Games.
It was almost as if no-one wanted to believe it until the news from Copenhagen had been confirmed in Portuguese. 

With all doubt removed - what followed was an outbreak of unrestrained Brazilian-style jubilation worthy of a World Cup victory.
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I think it is going to change security and transportation 

Paloma Cannuti
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2016 decision in photos 
The cheers, shouting, hugs and applause soon blended into a carnival-style celebration complete with the sound of samba and silver ticker tape. 

The beers - and the even more potent caipirinhas - were soon flowing. 

A short time earlier there was a sense that things were moving Rio's way with the shock early exit of Chicago. 

Many of the waiting crowd were as incredulous as people in other parts of the world, and Madrid became the focus of new and nervous attention. 

However, convinced by the Rio bid's cheer leader in chief, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, many people here had come to believe that South America's time had come. 

Bitter experience
Brazilians are passionate about sport and about their country, and this was good news on both fronts.
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AT THE SCENE 

Paulo Cabral, BBC Brasil, Deodoro
Rio's victory was received with mixed feelings in the poor and run-down neighbourhood of Deodoro, the second most important site for the 2016 Olympics due to the area's many military sporting facilities.

But even in the bars where TV sets were tuned to channels showing the Copenhagen decision, not everybody was paying attention.

Unemployed Davidson Costa da Silva complained the government had the wrong priorities. 

"I don't think this is what we should spend money on now," he said. "Look at our hospitals and our schools and you will know what I mean."

Undoubtedly in some of Rio's poorest areas there are those who doubt, with the benefit of bitter experience, whether the benefits of this sporting pageant will come their way. 

But others are hopeful that the Olympics will help to revitalise the city to tackle some of its deeply rooted social problems. 

"I think Rio is showing its face to the world," Fabiano Mexas, 34, told the BBC News website. 

"Brazil is always criticised for its poverty and violence, and this is the chance to show that we are also part of the first world." 

Paloma Cannuti, 22, said: "I think it is going to change security and transportation. 

"The metro is improving, the trains and the buses, and it is going to be much more integrated, until we link up with the Olympic village." 

Rio prepared
With most of his bosses in Copenhagen, Rio's tourism secretary, Antonio Pedro Figueira de Mello was jubilant about the city's success and keen to dismiss any doubts.
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I confess to you if I die right now my life would have been worth it 

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
Brazilian president 
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Excerpts from Lula's Olympic pitch 
"This changes everything and changes the story of Rio," he said. "It is a moment that we fought for over a long period. It is a radical change in terms of transport, in terms of the logistics and infrastructure of the city. 

"'We did our homework' as you say in English, and showed we had the capacity to stage the games here - the first games in South America. 

"I don't have any doubt that the violence in Rio will not be a problem. We don't have terrorist attacks here, we don't have those huge problems here. 

"We have been able to able to stage major events - Eco in 1992 was here, the Rolling Stones concert, the Pan-American games, we are going to have the World Cup in 2014, the military games in 2011. 

"So Rio de Janeiro is prepared, it has shown this in the past and it is going to demonstrate again with clarity for the world in 2016 that Rio is the Olympics city." 

Bring pride
The former Brazilian gymnast Luisa Parente had no doubt that the money spent would be well worth it and would particularly benefit young people.

A promotional video which aims to boost Rio's bid - copyright IOC 2009

"These games will bring pride to them, they will be proud to be at this time living here and being part here - even if they aren't at the games," she said. 

"As a former gymnast I have been in two Olympic games, and as an athlete I felt very proud to be there and my family and country were proud. "Now 'there' will be 'here' and I can't imagine how proud we will be!" 

There have been question marks in the past about unfulfilled pledges made by the Brazilian authorities in relation to major sporting events - but the authorities here insist that this time promised improvements will be delivered. 

Struggles with inequality
Brazil will be relying on a strong economy that was one of the first to emerge from the economic crisis to provide much of the budget for the Olympics. 

[image: image280.png]



RIO FACTS 

Named by a Portuguese explorer

Name means river of January

Capital of Brazil until 1960

Home to world's largest urban forest

One fifth of population slum-dwellers

Annual carnival attracts 0.5m

City's fifth bid to host Games

Slogan: Live your passion!
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Olympic decision as it happened 

'Losers' stunned and dismayed 
The decision also seems to mark a defining moment for South America's largest country, which despite its struggles with inequality, poverty and violence is carving out a new leadership role for itself in the developing world. 

While there has been much comment on the setback Chicago's early exit represented for President Obama, Rio's triumph was also a personal victory for Brazil's President Lula. 

He threw his considerable personal charisma behind the bid, never losing an opportunity to declare that while for other countries this was just another Olympics, Brazil needed the games. 

This focus on the inclusivity of the Olympic message and the importance of a lasting social legacy clearly had a resonance for those who made the decision over the 2016 games. 

President Lula appears to have studied the way former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair helped secure the Olympics for London, and skilfully adopted the approach for his needs. 

Brazil will now host the World Cup in 2014 and the Olympics two years later, which even for a nation that has had so many sporting landmarks in its history will surely be a remarkable period. 
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Brazilians were urged to enjoy their "well-earned celebration"
British politicians and sport officials have congratulated Rio de Janeiro after the Brazilian city was chosen to host the 2016 Olympics.
Tessa Jowell - the minister in charge of London's own 2012 games - offered Rio "whatever help and support we can". 

Lord Coe, Chairman of the London Organising Olympic Committee, said the choice of Rio was a "good decision". 

London's Mayor Boris Johnson sent a message of congratulations to his Rio counterpart, Mayor Eduardo Paes. 

He told Mr Paes: "I am sure that, like London, your wonderful city will stage a fantastic games for athletes and spectators alike. 

"Enjoy this moment of well-earned celebration." 

Andy Hunt, chief executive of the British Olympic Association, said he would be "happy to share our experience and knowledge with the Brazilian Olympic Committee, any time they need it". 

Ms Jowell said the "groundbreaking decision" to host the games in South America for the first time would be "a unique opportunity for Brazil". 

She added: "Rio de Janeiro now has the chance not just to deliver an amazing sporting event, but to inspire people of all ages, renew and regenerate communities and to leave a legacy that will benefit Brazilians for generations to come. 

Lord Coe said the distinguishing feature of Rio's bid had been the "transformational power of the games in a country that has not had it, in a country that is emerging". 

He added: "It's a good decision because this is a bid in a city that put young people absolutely at the forefront." 
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Aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious is the largest ship taking part

A massive "simulated war" involving ships, aircraft and submarines is to be staged off the west coast of Scotland as part of a Nato military exercise.
The Royal Navy's flagship aircraft carrier, HMS Illustrious, will take the lead role in Exercise Joint Warrior. 

Forces from the USA, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Norway, Turkey and Brazil are also taking part in the 21-day exercise which starts on Monday. 

The scenario involves three nations fighting over disputed territory. 

State-sponsored terrorism will also be introduced to the exercise, along with a period of built-up tension, followed by simulated war fighting and open hostilities. 

Ships have already begun arriving at the Faslane Naval Base, which will host more than 100 British personnel and their allied counterparts. 

Exercise sorties
HMS Illustrious will be the biggest ship involved and lead a nine-strong task group. 

Her Harrier GR9 jets will be among 50 warplanes flying about 75 sorties a day. 

Type 23 frigates HMS Northumberland and HMS Portland are also taking part. 

The United States Navy is sending four ships, as is Canada, and there will be other ships from Denmark, France, Turkey along with the Brazilian frigate BNS Defensora.
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Ships have started to gather at the Faslane Naval base
Four submarines will take part - one from the UK, two from Norway and one from France. 

Helicopters will be deployed from the UK, Canada, Brazil, the USA and Denmark, while planes will fly from the UK, Germany, France, Canada, Norway and the USA. 

Ground forces will be provided by the UK, Belgium and from the United States Marines. 

There will be some live firing during the exercise from fast jets, naval guns and land-based mortars. These will take place within weapons ranges across the UK. 

The Ministry of Defence said steps had been taken to ensure that the exercise did not disrupt some "environmentally sensitive conservation zones" which it would take in. 

This extended to "important economic activities" such as farming, fishing and tourism. 
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The ceremony in Copenhagen will select the host city to succeed London
With the hosts of the 2016 Olympics to be selected in Copenhagen on Friday, each of the four candidates will be hoping to secure not only a major sports competition, but also an economic windfall.
Chicago, Madrid, Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo will be hoping their economies strike gold as the best athletes in the world visit their city. 

Thousands of tourists will visit the host city and hotels will be filled, while millions will be spent on tickets, consumer goods and souvenirs. 

Winning the Olympic Games could also kick-start other economic sectors, including construction, finance, culture, exhibitions and sports. 

"If a government makes a decision to invest in an Olympic Games, they are going to spend money on things like construction," says Simon Chadwick, professor of sports business at Coventry University. 

"That obviously helps out across the economy, first in terms of things like employment around the building work and and then, later, the better roads can help facilitate things like more supply jobs." 

He adds: "If you look at Barcelona in 1992, one of the major benefits was the regeneration of the docks there that went with the games. 

"They also said that as part of the regeneration around the games that no-one would be more than 10 minutes away from a sport facility." 

'Net economic benefit'
But while the 1992 games boosted Barcelona's tourist profile and regenerated the city, there is also the more recent example of Athens in 2004, which experienced a post-Olympic economic slowdown. 

Prof Chadwick says that Athens did benefit in some ways, including a new tram network built around the games.
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A country could spend $10bn on a games, but only get back $8bn for its economy 

Prof Simon Chadwick, Coventry University
However, he points out that it is easy to be blinded by the economic and infrastructure upside of winning the games, without taking into account the potential drain on city and state coffers. 

"What you have to keep in mind is that most of the studies and reports about Olympic bids talk in terms of economic benefits - but what we have to talk about is the net economic impact," he told the BBC. 

"What has to be kept in mind is that often the highlighted benefits are an incomplete picture of the economic situation. 

"A country could spend $10bn on a games, but only get back $8bn for its economy." 

Also, after the dramatic increase in investment in the pre-Olympics stage, accompanied by a boom in consumption and revenues, investment and consumption traditionally shrink in a post-Olympics stage. 

There is also the burden of maintenance costs for idle Olympic venues, as well as a potential downturn in the use of new games-related infrastructure. 

'Positive impact'
The bookmakers' favourites to win the games is Chicago, whose bid is being supported by President Barack Obama. 

At a White House briefing earlier this week, his spokesman Robert Gibbs touted the "tangible economic benefits" of the Chicago Olympics bid.
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President Obama is backing the Chicago bid
The Chicago 2016 bid team has projected an impact of $22.5bn in the entire state of Illinois and the equivalent of one year's worth of work for 315,000 people. 

But Allen Sanderson, a sports economist at the University of Chicago, has warned: "If we do things well, there will be a positive impact. 

"If we do things poorly, zero is an optimistic outcome." 

In a report, Anderson Economic Group has said the Olympics could trigger a maximum $4.4bn in additional tourism and infrastructure spending in Chicago and Cook County. 

But it also warns that this figure may be too optimistic, should Chicago win the games. 

"If private financing for infrastructure is not realised, and donations and ticket sales revenues fall short of targets, our estimated economic impact would be reduced as taxpayers see the benefits offset by higher taxes," the report says. 

'Investment programmes'
Meanwhile, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil has taken a leaf out of his US counterpart's book by becoming closely involved with the games. 

"Brazil is the only country among the 10 largest economies not to have organised an Olympics," he said. 
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Brazil football legend Pele is in Denmark to boost Rio's bid hopes
"We want to show that Brazil is in much better [economic] shape than other developed countries. The financial crisis hit us last and we got out of it first." 

He said that in September alone Brazil had created 240,000 new jobs, and that between now and 2017, the country had "investment programmes that are extraordinary". 

"There will be one million new jobs this year. These are the conditions we have to raise and show [to IOC members]," he said. 

And Rio will be hoping the opportunity to award South America the Olympics for the first time could prove decisive. 

Long-time IOC member Dick Pound noted recently: "Policy wise, the IOC has to decide if we're ready to go to a new continent [South America]. Is the time right?" 

'Reliability'
From the infrastructure point of view, Madrid, which lost out on the 2012 games, has been called a "safe" choice. 

Most of its infrastructure is already complete, with three-quarters of the sports venues either complete or under construction and finances guaranteed.

[image: image291.png]



[image: image292.png]


There will be benefits for whichever city wins the games, but I don't think we will be hearing too much from them about the costs involved 

Professor Simon Chadwick, Coventry University
Madrid's Mayor Alberto Ruiz-Gallardon said: "In these times of financial instability throughout the world, Madrid offers reliability." 

Meanwhile, Tokyo, which hosted the games in 1964, has already set aside $4.4bn for the Olympics and any shortfall is guaranteed by local and national governments. 

This sum - which means cash does not need to be raised through private finance - is enough to cover building costs for the venues, infrastructure and sports facilities. 

The governor of Tokyo, Shintaro Ishihara, says hosting the Olympics "is a national project, which will leave tangible and intangible fortunes" to Japanese citizens. 

But, as the 2016 decision approaches, Prof Chadwick says: "There will be benefits for whichever city wins the games, but I don't think we will be hearing too much from them on Friday about the costs involved." 
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Manuel Zelaya is living in the Brazilian embassy with some of his supporters
Honduras has threatened to revoke Brazil's right to a diplomatic mission in a dispute over the status of ousted Honduran President Manuel Zelaya.
Mr Zelaya took refuge in the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa after sneaking into the country on Monday, three months after he was sent into exile. 

Honduras's interim government has given Brazil 10 days to either grant Mr Zelaya asylum or hand him over. 

It has also issued a decree allowing it to ban protests and reporting. 

The move was announced on Sunday after Mr Zelaya called on his supporters to stage a march on Monday. 

Mediators blocked
Speaking to reporters in Tegucigalpa, interim Honduran Foreign Minister Carlos Lopez said: "If the status of Zelaya is not [resolved] within 10 days, the [Brazilian] embassy will lose its diplomatic condition." 

Mr Lopez also reiterated that his government had no intention of raiding the mission. 
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TIMELINE: ZELAYA OUSTED 

28 June: Zelaya forced out of country at gunpoint

5 July: A dramatic bid by Zelaya to return home by plane fails after the runway at Tegucigalpa airport is blocked 

25-26 July: Zelaya briefly crosses into the country from Nicaragua on two consecutive days

21 Sept: Zelaya appears in the Brazilian embassy in Tegulcigalpa

27 Sept: Honduras issues 10-day ultimatum to Brazil and threatens to close embassy
Brazil had earlier said it would not comply with a demand from Honduras to "define the status" of Mr Zelaya. 

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said the embassy was protected by international law. 

Mr Zelaya faces a number of charges if handed over, including treason. 

The UN Security Council has called on the Honduras interim government to "cease harassing" the Brazilian embassy. 

Meanwhile, the interim government denied entry to a group of four diplomats seeking to mediate in the crisis. 

The group, some of whom were representatives of the Organization of American States (OAS), had been sent to lay the groundwork for mediation efforts between the two sides. 

The OAS suspended Honduras in July after Mr Zelaya was ousted, and government spokesman Rene Zapeda told the Associated Pres the diplomats' visas were revoked in retaliation for this. 

Mr Zelaya was forced out at gunpoint at the end of June, after he announced plans to hold a non-binding public consultation to ask people whether they supported moves to change the constitution. 

His opponents said the move was unconstitutional and was aimed at removing the current one-term limit on serving as president, so paving the way for Mr Zelaya's possible re-election. He has denied this. 

A new presidential election is planned for November. 
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Honduras has threatened to revoke Brazil's right to a diplomatic mission in a dispute over the status of ousted Honduran President Manuel Zelaya. 

Mr Zelaya took refuge in the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa after sneaking into the country on Monday, three months after he was sent into exile. 

Will Grant reports. 
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